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When my maternal grandfather, John Critchlow, moved with his wife and young family to Pilsbury Grange during the first few weeks of 1906 [my Aunt Ethel was born on the 18th December 1905 and was six weeks old when they moved to the farm but I have not traced the exact date of the move], he brought with him at least one memento of his previous job. This was a sturdy quarter leather volume supplied by the Devonshire Library in Buxton and specially printed for the Pavilion Gardens in that town. John had worked there and later near at hand, having got a job as a scene shifter at the Opera House when it opened in June 1903. So it is easy to see how the ledger could have come into his possession. In fact the opening of the Opera House may have been the event that made it surplus to requirements [it was never used for its ‘official’ purpose]. The building of the Opera House created a new means of access to the gardens which the pre-printed ledger could not have been amended to take account of.





It was essentially the cash book for ticket sales by the Buxton Gardens Company and the analysis required in itself makes interesting reading. Each day was allocated two pages and it seems to have been printed in two stages. The pink ruled lines are probably a standard pattern and have more columns than would seem necessary. Onto this grid the specific headings were then printed - “KIND”, that is the type of ticket, then the start and end numbers of the tickets issued, the number of tickets issued, the value of the tickets and the actual amount received. The types of ticket, unsurprisingly in that era of greater standards of service, are many. Single admission to the gardens was 6d [2.5p] although rather curiously there is a row for single admission at 4d [1.5p] and for special admission, which logically has no tariff against it. A weekly single is 3/- [15p], monthly single 8/- [40p], monthly double 14/- [70p] and family 20/- [£1-00] - so there were large savings for the regular visitor. These were even more pronounced if a season ticket was bought - single 15/- [75p], double 22/6 [£1-12p] and family 30/- [£1-50] but an “assistants” season only cost 5/- [25p].





A number of miscellaneous tickets are also listed. A bath chair licence cost 7/6 [37p], reserved seats, the equivalent of a deck chair ticket, 3d [1p] and dogs were charged 3d [1p] for the day and 2/6 [12p] for the month. A separate analysis was made of tickets issued at the Broad Walk entrance to the Gardens, as were a number of additional forms of entertainment. For “Boats” no prices are quoted but single admission to the skating rink was 3d [1p] and skates could be hired for 6d [2.5p]. The reading room had daily, weekly, monthly and yearly tickets [2d, 9d, 2/6 and 7/6d or 1p, 4p, 12p and 37p respectively] but what an “additional” ticket to the reading room [3/-, 15p] was remains unexplained. So is the summary section which logically should be the transferred totals of the items considered above. These are listed but so are lawn tennis, bowls, cloak room and programmes. Perhaps another reason why the book was never used was that it was a misprint?





It is time to return to Pilsbury and a short summary of its history may be appropriate [this section is a very brief précis of the information contained in the author’s ‘Biggin and Hartington Nether Quarter’ published July 1998; for more detailed information the reader is referred to - Barnatt J, Pilsbury Farm - Archaeological Survey, 1991, unpublished; Cameron K, The Place Names of Derbyshire, part 2 pp368/9; Chatsworth House Archives, Buxton Estate Office Account Books 1851-1871; Terrier of 1614; and William Senior’s ‘Book of Surveys’, map of 1617; Derbyshire Record Office, Minute Book of Hartington Nether Quarter Parish Council, D1305/8/1-4; Dodsworth Roger and Dugdale William, Dugdale’s Monasticon Anglicanum, 6 Vols., London 1682; Domesday Book, Vol. 27 Derbyshire, Chichester 1978, folio 274 ab; Farey John, General View of the Agriculture and Minerals of Derbyshire, 3 Vols. various references, London 1811-13; Hart C R, North Derbyshire Archaeological Survey, Chesterfield 1981, p146; Huggill Reverend H, A Few Notes on the History of Biggin, Derbyshire Record Office D3647/1/20, unpublished].


�
People have lived and farmed at Pilsbury for thousands rather than hundreds of years. Recent fieldwork has identified the largest Romano-British farming remains so far found in Derbyshire on the tops of the valley running from Pilsbury to Bank House Farm near Hartington. In Saxon times, within the area that became, post Conquest, the Manor of Hartington, there were four manors. One of these was perhaps owned by a man called “Pil” and hence Pil’s fortified dwelling or Pilsbury. Fortification is relevant to the next part of the area’s history. Laid waste, along with much of the North of England in 1068/69, Pilsbury formed part of the western boundary of the Honour of Tutbury. This was granted by William I to Henry de Ferrers and it seems likely that Henry built Pilsbury Castle to defend that boundary and the trade routes that passed its site to wind down the valley of the River Dove. The remains of this castle, which are on Pilsbury Grange land, are still impressive and the motte, two baileys and an additional earthwork that seems to protect the road previously mentioned, can all be clearly seen. The castle is a scheduled monument but it has never been excavated.





We know nothing of the history of the castle and this is also true for any houses or farms that may have been built under its protection. It is possible that a small hamlet existed virtually on the site of the present farms, and it is also possible that the transfer of this community further down the valley of the Dove at the start of the thirteenth century led to the founding of another community, which today is the village of Hartington. There are no certainties here and historians still debate these hypotheses but if the hamlet of Pilsbury moved there must have been a reason for such an upheaval? The clue may be in an event 50 years before. Henry de Ferrers’ grandson, Robert, in 1149 founded the Priory of Merevale in Warwickshire. Pilsbury was part of the land granted to the priory at that time. In fact Robert donated a considerable acreage of his Manor of Hartington to Merevale. Enough to form three commercial [that is farmed by the monks for the revenue they earned rather than the produce they grew] farms, or granges, Cronkston, Needham and Pilsbury. The farms appear to have been managed as one unit with Needham Grange supplying arable produce to feed the livestock on the other two. For along with many other granges in the area Pilsbury was a bercary, that is a sheep farm, and the field boundaries still reveal the “funnel” used to herd the sheep from the common land on which they grazed back to the grange. One can imagine that there was little room for a hamlet which may well have obstructed the nearest ford and watering point on the river.





Over a period of time the Priory ceased to manage the farm directly and instead let it to produce an income. We know that from the 15th June 1532 Hugh Sleigh was the tenant. The Sleigh family were to occupy the farm for several generations but not for long as tenants of the monks. At, or shortly after, the Dissolution of the Monasteries Pilsbury Grange was bought by Bess of Hardwick and so ultimately became part of the estates of the Dukes of Devonshire, where it would remain for the next four hundred years. For three hundred of those years it was part of the administrative area, and later parish, of Hartington Nether Quarter, an island separated by several miles from the main part of the parish. This strange arrangement, based on land holdings when the Quarters of Hartington came into being in the 1660s, only came to an end in 1930. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries the Gould family were tenants of the farm. Joseph Gould, who farmed there while the Napoleonic Wars raged, was noted for his agricultural ingenuity; particularly in the improvement of the soil [another scion of the family was Nat Gould the well known author of racing novels]. Between the Goulds and the Sleighs must have come the Rogers; for on some documents the Grange is shown as Rogers Farm. It was not a name that stuck; Pilsbury Grange was much more appropriate.





Possible remains of the actual monastic grange buildings have been located in fields on the hillside above the present farm buildings. The date of the latter and the earliest part of the house cannot be estimated with any accuracy but the finely detailed river wing front was certainly added in the middle of the eighteenth century, at a boom time for agriculture in the area. A hundred years later the Duke of Devonshire embarked on a major round of investment in the farms on his West Derbyshire estate. Pilsbury Grange was a beneficiary of this with £421 being spent in 1855 on new buildings, repairs to existing ones and enlargement of the house [it is difficult to give a reasonable estimate of the cost of these works at today’s values, normal retail price multipliers are not appropriate, a figure of around £35,000 would not be an exaggeration]. No major alterations took place during the next hundred years. The Devonshire estate paid for or carried out any repairs necessary but the servants’ bells still hung in the hall and mains electricity did not arrive until the 1960s. The farm that John Critchlow became tenant of was not at the forefront of agricultural practice as it had been a century before but neither was it run down or lacking in potential.





The front inner covers of the Pavilion Garden ledger give a foretaste of what is to come. There are addresses of relatives but more importantly those of tradesman like William Gill, corn merchant; Hill, harness maker of Tideswell and A & F S Mee, plant growers of Shepshed near Loughborough. There appears to be a log of the number of days casual labour by William Bacon over a five month period and “Thomas Came July 19th at 15s 0d per week” [75p] is a further reference to the fact that the farm was larger than the labours of one family could manage but more on this topic anon. On the 20th September 1909 “Sent 8 Bags to Parsley [Hay station] With no ticket” [potatoes were the possible content but why the station issued no chitty for their carriage must remain a mystery] and finally on 29th October 1916 “Madges New Boots” are proudly announced [the eldest daughter, Margery, who would marry Reuben Slack and farm at Pilsbury Top, Mount Pleasant [Kenslow] and Handale Farms [near Hartington Station]. We turn a page and on the first ruled account page come the names of some of the most important inhabitants of the farm?





The Grange was primarily a dairy farm in the Edwardian era. Fresh milk could be sent via Parsley Hay station to the retailers in Manchester from June 1894 and the farmers’ co-operative cheese factory, built by the Duke of Devonshire in the 1870s, which had closed in 1895 had re-opened five years later to make the Blue Stilton cheese for which it is still famous. So there were ready sales outlets within a few miles; although in winter these could just as well have been on the moon! As well as milk, the rearing of young stock, for herd regeneration and for sale, was more important then than it is today. Pilsbury Grange did not have its own bull and so a log was kept of the dates on which cow met bull. No artificial insemination in those days. Nor were there any herd books or registration to complete. The ledger need only, and does only, contain a list of names and dates. For all the cows were given names that enabled instant recognition or indeed warning.





The names of the first herd can be sub-divided into four categories. Colour was obviously a significant characteristic - White Cow, Red Heifer [a cow that has not yet calved], Big Red, Old Red, Old Roan[e]d, Strawberry [the last two names remind us that the black and white British Friesian was not as omnipresent as it is today]. Secondly cows were known by the name of their place of origin - High Needham [a few miles along the Dove valley near Earl Sterndale and part of the consortia of granges mentioned earlier], and Red and Roaned Newhavens [the farm attached to the coaching inn stands by the A515]. Then there were those from whom the animal had been bought - Sellors, Red Mellor, James Critchlow Roaned and Red Cundy. In subsequent years Red Cundy became Old Cundy but this was many years after she was bought from Mr. Charles Cundy on 9th December 1905 for £16-10s-0d [50p]. Lastly there are the names that relate to physical and mental features. Crooked Horn had a horn that had some sort of kink or twist that was unusual in it, whereas Scued [sic. skewed] had horns that were not symmetrical and Pike had virtually straight horns. It wasn’t the horns that were the problem with Kicker Cow, hand milking could be difficult at any time and this name was a definite warning!





Seventeen cows in that first list but it must be remembered that not all the cows would be put to the bull and numbers would have built up over the years. The records are complete from 1905 to 1914 but there are some entries as late as 1922. They include similar entries for other animals - “Gilt pig to boar” and “sheep to ram”. Motive power came on four legs and so in 1912 Poll[y] and Fan [see later]; two of the farm horses are included in the list. Equally non mechanical was the means of transporting male to female -they walked. A bull could be quite often on the move from farm to farm for weeks at a time with his handlers but the sight I would have liked to have seen was a large pig waddling several miles from Hartington to Pilsbury? We know that progeny resulted and in the cattle there are names to reflect this. Old Heathcote was the mother of Young Heathcote and Pike Horn heifer did not have straight horns but was the daughter of Pike Horn. Name and place christenings were still common - Lomas Heifer, White Lomas, Wilton, Black Redfern, C Gould, Goodwin, Gill, Finney, White Riley relate to farmers; Chelmorton and Wetton to places, and Red Dale could be either.





Some names point to even more distant origins - Red Irish, Roaned Irish and Skewed Irish - a source of stock that naturally ceased after 1914. Colour continues to distinguish - Black Cow, Red Neck, White Legs, Roaned and White Stirks [probably meaning a two year old heifer]. Some of the names seem more light-hearted and personal - Robbin, Peter, Daisy and White Polly - but it is the names related to features that again are the most entertaining. Twin is easy to interpret, so sadly is Boney White Heifer, and Long Horned Irish Heifer which at least gets the prize for the longest name. Three Paps points to an obvious defect in a milk cow, Wormin Tail to an equally obvious problem but Duck Horn remains a mystery? Some names can be interpreted but was Herfford [sic. Hereford] named for its colour or place of origin? And some names are just names - Dina was Dinah but what was Dinner!





Milk was turned to profit in other ways than the direct liquid sales mentioned above. Derbyshire cheese was made in large flat cartwheels and matured in the long bedroom above the stone flagged kitchen. Butter was churned and taken to Bakewell market in the trap along with eggs, chickens, fruit [the kitchen garden always seemed to produce vast crops of wonderful damsons and gooseberries] and rabbits. Sadly the ledger that sits before me gives no indication of such matters. Grandmother was in charge of this profit centre and of the farm’s accounts in general. The ledger seems to have been grandfather’s rough notebook from which figures were transferred as required. Sheep were also significant on the farm which on the top pastures, above the valley side, was fairly poor grazing. I note that in 1908 eleven sheep were bought for 36/- [£1-80p], nine for 37/6d [£1-87p] and a ram for £2-15/- [£2-75p]. Even including the sheep, the maximum herd we can estimate from the evidence available, the need to produce winter feed and graze the horses. Pilsbury Grange, a farm of around 300 acres [121 hectares] was seriously under stocked. The answer to this apparent discrepancy is one word - “Ley”.





The normal definition of ley is land left fallow, or idle, after several years’ arable cropping. Here it means the boarding out of animals to graze on someone’s land. In an area where many of the farms were very small this could be a useful service, allowing a farmer to keep more stock and increase his profits. There would be a need for such grazing as soon as the stock were ready to be let out after wintering indoors and indeed the 1905 ley account commences in April. The agreement, whether written or not, seems to have been strict as to time and amount; both Mr. Weston and Mr. Gibbs were charged “Over time”, like a library fine, because they were late collecting their horses that year. The amounts were not inconsiderable. Although cattle were being brought as late as June [no doubt when their own pasture had been grazed out] the majority of animals arrived in the spring to stay at least until after the harvest. For this Hogs [young sheep yet to be shorn for the first time] were charged at 10/- [50p] each or about a third of their value. Cows were charged at about a fifth of their value [£2-10/- in 1906]; consumption must therefore have been a factor in establishing the market price. In addition there were “extras” to charge for, at least as far as sheep were concerned. Their stay on the farm spanned the time at which they needed to be dipped and shorn, and the cost of these was added to the letting charge.





In 1905 T Mellor and Mr. Thomson [subsequent years add a “p” to the name] brought sheep; W Critchlow and Mrs Riley calves, James Critchlow cows and S Weston, Mr. Gibbs, Jesse Bonsall, John Bateman and James Salt horses. The 82 sheep, seven calves, five cows and seven horses earned the farm a total of £100-15/- [75p] which is the equivalent of more than £4,600 today. This however was an exceptional year and perhaps reflected the economic reality of not being able to buy much stock for the farm in their first year at Pilsbury. Roughly two thirds of this amount seems to have been the average in the next few years and after 1910, although the incomplete records make it very difficult to judge, the yearly ley income was around the £20 mark. Some of the names of those using this service are interesting. From 1906 John and F Gould are listed and the Gould family were, as previously mentioned, earlier tenants of the farm. In 1907 horses came from A E Berry and Dr. Berry is shown in 1910. I have not been able to identify if they are one and the same but the surname is closely linked with the breeding of prize Shire horses. Other local farming names that appear include Buxton, Heathcote, Kirkham, Riley, Shimwell and Slack.





Not all the records directly relate to farm economics. The coal accounts definitely belong to the household accounts. Perhaps this is why only the first three years are written in the ledger and these are summarised below [weights are given in Tons, Hundredweights (cwt) and Quarters approximately and respectively 1016, 51 and 13 kilograms]:-





		Annual	Annual		Highest price per		Lowest price per


		Usage		Cost			cwt. and month		cwt. and month





1905		3t  9c  1q	£2-5s-2d		8 1/2d [3.5p] February	8d [3p] December


				[£2-26p]


1906		3t  4c  1q	£1-19s-3 1/2d		incomplete but less than 7d [3p] at Christmas


				[£1-96p]


1907		3t  3c  0q	£2-13s-6d		10 1/2d May [4p]		9d [4p] December


				[£2-67p]





It would have been interesting to have figures for later years to compare what were obviously wide fluctuations of price both on a seasonal and annual basis. The same regret can be voiced even more strongly in connection with milk prices. There is logic in the price received each month for milk sales in 1907, the one year we have records for [see below]. Milk was plentiful and cheaper in the spring when fresh grazing increased production. Supplies dropped in the winter and prices rose [prices are per gallon, 4.6 litres]. Some comparison year on year could have told us more of the economics of farming in this area of the county.





				Months			Price per gallon





				January-February		2/3d	[11p]


				March				2/-	[10p]


				April-June			1/7d	[8p]


				July-September		1/8d	[9p]


				October			2/-	[10p]


				November-December		2/4d	[12p]





As has already been mentioned, other dairy produce was sold, including cheese. Sadly only one entry records the sale of two 32lbs cheeses at 10d [4p] per pound to G Riley. There would have been separate household accounts kept by Granny and these would include the market produce, such as cheese, which she sold at Bakewell. Certainly most of the other details in the book which could be thought of as household were just as likely to relate to the farm. So that although a load of “eating” potatoes was bought from J H Buxton in 1906; it was part of a purchase that included seed potatoes which were set in one of the fields. For instance on May 15th 1905 ten rows of potatoes were  set [the timing is about right, potatoes in this area are set about Whitsun] with Mr. and Mrs. Critchlow having six of them and the rest shared between the hired hands and their son Jack. Again there is evidence of the purchase of beer [returned empty barrels to the Burton Brewery Company in 1909 and to Ormes of Bakewell and the Royal Oak - near Longnor - both in 1921] but these were farm supplies in the sense they were part of the “keep”, food and drink, of those hired, and who lived on, the farm.





We shall return to those workers in due course but we need to finish the topic of agricultural supplies first. Holmes and Ash were then important agricultural provision merchants in the area. The first purchase from them was at the beginning of the lease of Pilsbury [8th February 1905 - a bag each of Flat Corn, Bran and Sharps. The sacks, in those days holding a hundredweight or more, were made of hessian and farmers were allowed 1/- [5p] for each empty sack returned .Other regular purchases included India Meal, Linseed Cake, Hen Beans, Silcock’s supplements, Cotton Cake, Groundnut Oil Cake, Seconds, Malt Combs and flour. The effect of wartime shortages can again be seen. India meal was 13/6d [67p] per hundredweight and Sharps 11/3d [56p] in 1905 but by 1915, the second year of the War, the prices were 18/6d and 16/-d [respectively 92p and 80p]. Other suppliers of grains and additives were T Belfield and the Bassetts.





In 1905 Holmes and Ash supplied a bucket for 1/3d [6p] but the farm more regularly turned to the local blacksmiths, firstly Luke, then William, and finally Stephen Gregory for such items and for much more besides. Motive power on the farm was entirely provided by the horse and so the blacksmith’s accounts are almost the most extensive in this commonplace book. Extensive but in fact very repetitive since the majority of entries are a simple record of the shoeing of horses. The only variety lies in whether this was “all round” or just the odd one or two hooves were attended to. Horses like children wear out their shoes at different rates! In winter studs were fitted for extra grip in the icy roads and dummy studs were used if the weather improved for any considerable period. New horseshoes were expensive and so most of the records deal with “removes” - the equivalent of a retread tyre. The old shoe was removed, the hoof trimmed and cleaned, and the old shoe heated and fettled before being fitted back. Eventually the shoes had to be replaced and, of course, some were cast and lost but otherwise the system was fairly economical.





How economic we cannot tell because, unusually for this ledger, no prices are given against the shoeing records. Perhaps this was kept as a check list against a monthly account. The other information that we might have gathered, from these records, would have been related to how the farm was worked. How many horses were kept at any one time and how long they were kept? But there are too many entries for White Horse, Chestnut Mare [one of the first horses on the farm and kept for three years but never given a name], New Brown and Old Mare. Was New Brown or Young Mare given a name or sold? We shall never know but some of the horses had, or were given, names. The first was Fran in 1910, five years after the family had first leased the farm. She proved the longest servant of the farm being still there in 1920. It is probable that she was not a young mare when bought otherwise she would have been compulsorily purchased for army service during the Great War, as some of the younger horses were. The other long service horse was Billy from 1916-26. With Cocker [1913-1920] these two were the mainstays of farm motive power for a five year period.  It might appear that three was the standard for the farm but during those five years other horses came and went. Dolly came in 1918 and so did a new mare whose name may have been Bell. In 1920 there is a reference to “fillies” which reminds us that whilst the mares were working animals they were also valuable for the foals they gave birth to. Some of the references to “New” and “Young” must concern this new life which would in due course be broken on the farm and sold to its profit.





Cocker got its name because of the way it stood and Rocker was named for an equally obvious reason. Other horses arrived ready named as I believe was Philiss(sic) and Queenie who arrived in 1921 and Molly and Flower the additions in 1925. Ginger [1922-1926] also came named but might have been given it anyway. He was a former city milkhorse and perhaps not used to the strange sounds of the countryside. Or sights even because a passing cloud could stop him dead in his tracks which could be unfortunate for contents and occupants of anything he was pulling! By way of variety whatever caught his eyes or ears would cause him to bolt with the possibility of even more dangerous consequences. At least one float [a slightly heavier two wheeled vehicle than a trap and used for taking milk and other produce to the station or to the cheese factory] was smashed, which was hardly surprising considering the dimensions of the lanes leading to Pilsbury. Whether they had been misled or not, my grandparents would not have concealed Ginger’s traits from a would be purchaser. This may explain why he was at the farm for five years but it is also true that my Uncle Jack, their son, claimed to have the knack of handling Ginger - a claim not always substantiated by events!





I doubt that any of the horses had pedigrees related to any particular breed but they would have been selected with reference to the work for which they were intended. So Ginger was a lighter, “three-quarter horse”, for on-the-road pulling of the float or the even lighter trap. The latter was a lightweight two wheeler that Granny used to take produce to Bakewell Market as we have already noted. Return was after dark and illumination was by candle lamps with back reflectors. Traffic on the road home via Monyash was fortunately light and mostly travelling in the same direction. The carthorses like Flower were much heavier in build and muscle to pull the haycarts, manure carts, haymaking machinery and other farm equipment.





Gregory’s, the blacksmiths, were not just there to keep the horses on-the-road but were the source of many of the tools and equipment needed on the farm, and having supplied such items they were then on hand to repair them, as we shall see. Amongst purchases recorded are rakes [I assume this was the standard wooden hay rake and not the two person “dolly rake”] which cost 1/- [5p], shovels [1/2d - 6p in 1906 and still in 1910 but 1/3d in 1915], sheep shears [1/6d - 7.5p], a manure fork was 2/4d [12.5p] and a digging spade quite expensive at 4/3d [21p]. There was also a new scythe and sneath [a sharpening stone] and a few years later a new wheelbarrow.  The cow chains, purchased, haltered the cows in the shippon and “iron for the float” is reasonably self explanatory. So are gate bars but fleek bars may need the rider that fleek is the Derbyshire word for hurdle and so a temporary fence. The quart of machine oil that cost 1/- [5p] leads us to another sub section of purchases which includes cart oil and gear oil [machine oil was obviously a much finer grade because cart oil was only 1/- per gallon].





The purchase of grate bars reminds us that there was a domestic side to the blacksmith’s trade. In the same category is the rivet put on the saucepan handle, which leads to the subject of repairs. The wheelbarrow wheel needed repair, there was “work to the hatchet head”, Aimes [sic Haimes] part of the horse harness were mended and so was part of the float, the “backment”. The fact that the “Carnecking rod” was repaired on several occasions made it no clearer what was concerned. Some mechanisation was, however, coming into farming as the machine oil should have reminded and an entry in 1907 refers to the repair of machine knives. These could be the blades of the hand worked chaff, linseed cake, or turnip slicers, that were certainly at Pilsbury, but might just refer to an early mowing machine and so our mystery object was perhaps a connecting rod. Which leaves yet another puzzle - what was the “Scerfire Oirn” that had to be repaired? A branding iron for sheep scab is one possibility.





The blacksmith could not supply all the specialist needs of the farm and other craftsmen have brief mention. J Stone of Hartington was obviously a saddler. From him was purchased a pair of plough lines [2d -1p] and a bridle bit [5d - 2p] in 1908. Other purchases were breachment straps [the bit of the harness that passed round the rear of the horse], a lash line and a curry comb. Another craftsman was Mr Woodisse who was paid £1-15/- [75p] for painting the float. This might seem an extravagance but having a “well turned out” outfit was important in showing that a farm was in business and prosperous.





As mentioned before an entry in the ledger, clearly for 1905, records “Thomas came July 19 @ 15/- [75p] per week” [this seems a misprint for 5/-]. It is the first mention of another resource of the farm - the farm labourer. The records from then until 1912 are fairly complete and show that as well as one or two outside workers there was at least one young girl who helped with the housework. In addition, at harvest time, casual labour was employed and at Pilsbury this was usually an itinerant gang of Irishmen, for a number of years the Grogan family. When wages are quoted it should be remembered that such jobs were “all found”, that is food and accommodation was free, although in the case of the Irish the accommodation was in the barn. Employees were usually employed on the basis of a fixed sum for the year and weekly rates are only mentioned as means of calculating the lump sum or if the period of hire was uncertain. Because there was little to spend money on at a farm, particularly at one as isolated as Pilsbury, there were minimal payments to the employee during the year and most of the money was often paid as a lump sum at the end of the year.





To return to Thomas, however, he returned in 1906 on the 5th March when we learn his surname was Hodkin. His salary is quoted as £9-10/- [50p] and the only deduction was for 20lbs of gooseberries at a cost of 2/6 [12.5p], no doubt a present for home. In 1907 Thomas was back much earlier [31st December 1906] and his pay was now £13-10/-. He was obviously looking to the future and saw the need to make some extra money. There are two deductions of 5/- [25p] for the purchase of hens and from March to December there is a deduction every month for the hen beans to feed them. After these outgoings he had £6 to come at the end of the year. The hens had probably lived in a simple coop in 1907 but in 1908 they were treated to a proper Coate [or shed] which cost Thomas £1-5/- [25p] from his pay. This had risen again to £16 which was no doubt welcome to a man in Thomas’ circumstances. For there is a deduction of 18/- [90p] for a wedding ring following that for the hen coate! The £7-16-9 [84p] to pay at the end of the year came in useful too I am sure.





Because Thomas arrived late in 1906 the farm was not without paid help. George Mellor arrived on the 10th January at £10-10/- [50p]. In addition he seems to have been bought new boots for 9/11d [50p] but he was paid no cash directly. Such payments were made to Mr. Mellor, I assume his father, and gives some indication of George’s age. The gap left by the now married Thomas Hodkin was made good by two early arrivals in 1909. George Kirkham arrived on the 1st January for £18 and the next day Stanley Hodkinson appeared for £16. A deduction recorded was for the latter, a dog licence costing 7/6 [37.5p] was rather more expensive than the equivalent today? Neither reappear in 1910 although it was not until April [25th] that Samuel Taylor arrived at 5/- [25p] per week. This seems to have been something of a trial because it says in the ledger he was employed for “no stated time”. Obviously Samuel fitted in because he returned in 1911 and again in 1912 when his wages were 6/- [30p] per week. That year’s deductions included those for two rabbits [1/7 - 8p] and 1 1/2lbs of butter [1/6d - 7.5p] which again were probably presents to take home at Easter or Wakes holiday in the autumn.





Turning to the girls there are no records for 1905 but in 1906 Annie Stone was employed at 2/- [10p] per week. When Amy Steel arrived on the 14th January 1907 her pay was an exact calculation. She was to be paid 4/- [20p] per week and this would be given her four weekly in arrears. She would leave on the 16th December having earned £9-16/- [80p]. There were, however, two deductions 2/6d [12.5p] for a watch and 8/10d [44p] for carriage on her box. This meant that two weeks wages had been consumed in getting her clothes to the farm. The next record of indoor servants is on the 17th January 1909 when Martha Anne Grindey was employed for £8 and her deductions were 5/6 [27p] for new boots and 2/1 [10p] for two pairs of stockings. 1910 seems to have been a more difficult year inside the house. Polly Nadin lasted five weeks and a day with 1/3 [6p] noted for a new bonnet out of her wage of 5/6 [27p]. This would fit in with the statement “14th February Mary came”. We don’t know who Mary was and she does not seem to have been there all that long, because there is another record for 1910 for Hannah Holmes [4/- 20p per week]. Hannah was certainly there in the autumn for as well as the 2/- [10p] to repair her shoes she drew 6d [2.5p] to go to Monyash Wakes. By that time Madge, the eldest daughter of Granny and Grandad, was old enough to help around the house and the need for in servants was reduced. In later years, even with three girls and a boy growing up and early employed, farm labourers were still needed. This is how my mother and father met but that is another story.





In later years the ledger fell into the hands of grandchildren and there is much copying of names and practising of numbers. Two entries are of interest, reflecting as they do a junior entrepreneur. The cost of a roll of wire netting - 1” mesh, a Rex rabbit buck and a doe are not recorded but the six progeny [five brown and one blue] sold at 1/2d [6p] per pound were obviously considered profit. Originally weighed at 19lbs they were carefully re-weighed to 19 1/4lbs and a total of £1-2-6d [12.5p] earned. The cost of feed is also omitted, so the young farmer may have been subsidised from home produce, but the recipe for the rabbits’ daily diet is noted:-


1 tin of meal bran and spuds


1 handful of hay


3 pieces of turnip


1 handful of grass





This neatly leads to the final category of entry in the ledger. Apart from the fact that veterinary surgeons were not near at hand when an animal was sick, they were expensive and farmers needed to apply some basic remedies, whether passed down in the family, exchanged at the market or self invented. Some of these, and some others, were written down and they make interesting reading if being a little difficult to interpret. Hardly a recipe is the line recording that Spirits Nitra(e) was used for warts. More complex is the cure for worms:-


10 drops of turpentine


1 teaspoon linseed oil


5 drops extract of male shield(?) fern





One might like to think this was for external application but the linseed oil, used to improve the taste, disabuses us of that idea. Linseed is the common denominator in several items. This for lice:-


1 part of paraffin


4 parts of linseed oil





And for Hair Croup [I assume a cough due to hair swallowed in grooming by the animal]:-


1/4 Carbolic Acid


3/4 Linseed oil





Finally for Windy Colic a mixture of turpentine and linseed oil is recommended although the quantities are not stated.





�
If the above were for the animal [most probably a cow but sheep is a possibility] to swallow whatever the next dose was for it is hoped it was an ointment:-


Blue vitriol


White vitriol


Alum 1 ounce


Bol Armenic [sic Arsenic?] 1/2 ounce!





Not all the recipes are for the livestock or to cure ailments. This one appears to be a toiletry:-


1/2 pint of water


1 ounce Bay Rum


A small box of Orlux compound


1/4 {? ounce] Glycerine





The final recipe needs no explanation and we can leave Pilsbury Grange with a toast to those who left this interesting record behind:-


3 strikes of malt


3lbs of hops


Brown sugar


Brewery balm


