Medieval markets and fairs

Pilsbury Castle was situated within walking distance of at least two early market sites.  We can see from the Derbyshire plan of Medieval boroughs and fairs copied from the North Derbyshire Archaeological Survey that  there was a market and fair at Hartington, just downstream from Pilsbury,  as early as 1203.  

It is highly likely that thirteenth century markets and fairs were also held at Longnor, just across  the Dove from Pilsbury in Staffordshire  in  the ancient manor of Alstonefield, .According to the Staffordshire VCH   Longnor  was almost certainly   the site of the market claimed by the lords of Alstonefield Manor in 1293, enjoying as it did a  favourable position close to the meeting point of two counties and two geological formations and therefore ideally placed  for the exchange of market produce.  

Both these early  markets would have impinged on life at Pilsbury.  

