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INTRODUCTION

  William Gould (1739-95) was land agent to the Third Duke of Portland from April 1780. He and his wife, Elizabeth (1737-1812), lived on the Welbeck estate in Nottinghamshire. William was also tenant of part of Pilsbury, one of the farms around Ashford in the Water belonging to the Fifth Duke of Devonshire, and from 1784 also undertook duties for him.

  William travelled widely in Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire and Staffordshire as agent to both dukes, with less frequent visits into Cheshire, Leicestershire and Essex, and into London. He rode his mare between 1,100 and 2,250 miles a year in 1783-87, in all weathers. Four of five volumes of his diary have survived, providing a rare insight into daily life at that time.

  The Goulds’ elder son, Joseph (1765-1825), farmed probably the larger part of Pilsbury (488 acres) north of Hartington on the Derbyshire-Staffordshire border, and was agent to the Fifth, and later the Sixth, Duke of Devonshire. His brother William (1771-1826) left school to become a Nottingham hosier. An infant daughter, Mary, had died in 1777.

  William Gould owned 76 acres of Ludwall, just south of Pilsbury, and tenanted the remaining 29 acres from the Duke of Devonshire. He further owned Lowend farm at Sheen (120 acres) inherited from his mother, and small areas elsewhere.

  This document contains entries from all of William’s diary except for 1793-94 about places at or near the Schools which took part in the Pilsbury Castle Interpretation Project:

  Chelmorton

  Flagg

  Hartington


Biggin


Cronkston Grange


Crowdecote


Dowall/Dowel


Earl Sterndale

The Frith

Frith Pasture


Glutton Bridge


Glutton Grange


Grin Low


Haslin(g) House(s)


Heathcote


High Edge


High Needham


Hurdlow


Ludwall/Ludwell Farm


Newhaven


Park House (destroyed)


Pilsbury (Grange)


Pool Hall Estate

  Hollinsclough
  Longnor

  Middleton by Youlgreave

  Monyash


One Ash (Grange)

  Over Haddon


Conk(e)sbury

  Sheen


Boothlow


Brund


Lowend


Scaldersitch


Slate House


Townend

  Sheldon

  Youlgreave


Calling Low


Meadow Place (Grange)

  and the Rivers Dove and Manifold.

  These extracts reproduce only 12% of the text for the eleven years in question. The entire manuscript diary is available to the public on microfilm, and most of it has been transcribed and indexed.1
NOTE

1
M. J. Hanson, ed., Portland and Devonshire Agent: the Diary of William Gould, 1783-1795. Part One: 1783-1786. Part Two: 1787-1788 and Indexes to 1788 (2002). Copies can be consulted at the Derbyshire Record Office, Matlock; Nottinghamshire Archives, Nottingham; Nottingham University, Manuscripts and Special Collections; and the Society of Genealogists, London. Part Three: January 1789-March 1792 (2004) is available at Nottingham University. A selective edition of the first part of the diary is be published by the Derbyshire Record Society and the Thoroton Society of Nottinghamshire as Portland and Devonshire Agent: the Diary of William Gould, 1783-1788. Microfilm copies of the entire manuscript diary are available at the first three institutions named above.
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A Diurnal from the first of January 1783 to the 1st of June 1785









[signed] W Gould

1783

January Fri. 10th   Went to Bolsover and received arrears of rent from different persons to the amount of £84 8s. 4d. Messrs Pashmore, Shaw and Harris came to Welbeck, but could not agree with Mr Fletcher for their trespass for shooting on the 26th of December last, and followed me to Bolsover, they was sensible and acknowledged they was guilty of a fault and agreed to make any pecuniary satisfaction, upon which account I dismissed them with a promise that no prosecution should be commenced, came home in the evening and found my Wife returned from Pilsbury.1
Mon. 27th   Left Welbeck in the morning and dined at Chesterfield, being the Fair day. William Spray sold Mr Joshua Gratton a lot of timber at Kirkby [in Ashfield] for £295, the money to be paid at Lady Day 1784 and the ground to be cleared by Michaelmas in the same year, [I] came to Pilsbury in the evening after a very wet and disagreeable ride, where I found a letter from Mr Hall wishing me to be at Buxton tomorrow morning.

Wed. 29th   Left Buxton at 8 o’clock and came to Pilsbury to breakfast, where I found Mr George Goodwin from Winster, he stayed and dined. I viewed the Isle of Man in the afternoon, which is now planting with different kinds of trees about 1/2 yard from each other and is about two-thirds finished, viewed also along with Joseph Housley Luddow farm, which he rather improves. Mr Henry Bowman (who is on a visit out of Shropshire) came in the evening and stayed all night.

Thurs. 30th   We went down to dine with the members belonging to Hartington Club who had intentionally postponed the annual Club Feast till we came over, Mr Joseph Alsop called at Pilsbury and went along with us, we spent the afternoon very agreeably, but the evening being very wet I slept at Mr Bowman’s at Hartington Hall, who informed me he had that day received advice from Mr Bateman of Derby that he proposed to lower his tenants’ rents 10 per cent in Hartington on account of the low price of wool.

Fri. 31st   Returned home in the forenoon, a servant came from Welbeck with letters, one in particular from Mr Heaton wishing me to permit my Son [Joseph] to become tenant to the Frith farm, 400 acres, with an intent to overlook the improvements that are to be made by Mr Longden, [I] wrote to Mr Heaton and accepted of the proposal. Walked in the afternoon to Lowend and viewed that estate. Richard Riley appears very diligent, is draining and improving the farm, Mr John Wardle accompanied me.
February Sun. 2nd   Returned home to dinner. Balanced accounts with Thomas Phillips relating to Sheen stone pit for last year, also with Edmund Bassit for wood sold him and work done for me, likewise with William Smith, butcher, who lags much behind in his payments. Mr Burgess and Richard Riley was here and stayed late in the evening.

Mon. 3rd   Went accompanied by Mr Henry Bowman to value Blackwell Lordship. Arthur Heathcote was our conductor. We got through more than one half, dined at four o’clock at Arthur Heathcote’s, and returned back to Pilsbury much wet and fatigued.

Tues. 4th   Returned to Blackwell in the morning and finished the other part with some difficulty on account of the rain, and returned back in the evening.

Thurs. 6th   Very nearly finished the books in the forenoon. Went down to Hartington to dine with Mr Bowman, where Mr Flint likewise came, spent the afternoon and evening very agreeably chatting upon different subjects. Returned home at ten o’clock, Mr Henry Bowman came part of the road with me when we took our leave.

Sat. 8th   A considerable snow fell last night which prevented my intended view of the Frith farm, and I returned to Pilsbury to dinner, where I found Arthur Heathcote and communicated to him the value of his farm, with which he was not much displeased. Cast up and settled the rest book with Son Joseph for the last year, and found we had gained tolerable well considering the present low price of wool and the bad times for farmers.

Sun. 9th   A very rainy forenoon, left Pilsbury at twelve o’clock, got a refreshment at Chesterfield and arrived at Welbeck half past eight, and found the Duchess left on Sunday last, the 2nd, with her servants and was gone to London.

Wed. 26th   Wrote to the Duchess of Portland concerning the young hounds come from quarters, continued our search after papers relating [to] Birklands and Bilhaugh and found some, though not very satisfactory. Son Joseph came from Pilsbury tonight and brought Thomas Fogg along with him.

Fri. 28th   Not being well today stayed at home and balanced my own accounts etc. Son Joseph and Thomas Fogg left this morning at 5 o’clock and went to Chesterfield Fair.
March Sun. 30th   Accompanied Mr John Bullock to Hartington Church and heard him preach a very good moral sermon, after which I went to Pilsbury to dinner and stayed at home in the afternoon. John Marsh came and sat along with me.

Mon. 31st   Mr Kirkland came in the morning and stayed all day. Mr William Barker also came to enquire after Blackwell farm, but I had no authority to treat with him, these persons detained me at home contrary to my inclination, and my intention. Received by Thomas Noon some letters from Mr Heaton.
April Tues. 1st   Intended to have viewed Frith Pasture along with Son Joseph this morning, but was prevented by a strong mist and small rain which kept me at home until afternoon, when I rode up to Buxton and stopped at Mr Edmund Wheeldon’s all night, we had some general conversation about Frith Pasture and the prices of agistment into the neighbouring pastures, I found his prices into the neighbouring pasture that had been limed was a twinter 17s., a stirk 13s., a year-old horse £1 15s., a two-year-old ditto £2 5s. and in proportion, but as company interfered I could not learn so many particulars as I wished.

Wed. 2nd   Son Joseph came this morning, we viewed the planting going on by His Grace of Devonshire, about 6 acres [probably at Corbar], which they are filling up very thick with all kinds of firs and forest trees, and I make not the least doubt but they would grow very well had they been planted more early in the season. From thence we rode to Frith Pasture, which contains about 400 acres of very poor land. I compute there is about 170 of white dry land, 130 ling inclining to peat moss, neither very wet [n]or dry, and 100 very wet and strong peat moss, it lays exceeding cold and high and is of but very little value, and when improved will answer very little other purpose than a sheep farm to some better land, from thence we went to dine at Cronkston [Grange] at 4 o’clock, where we stayed chatting with Mr Richard Wheeldon and his mother until eight o’clock, and returned home.

Thurs. 3rd   Walked down to visit Mr Bowman of Hartington who has been ill some time past, but is now recovering very fast, called upon Mr Ralph Sterndale and returned home in the evening.

Fri. 4th   Directed Joseph Housley to prune and top some of the ashes and birches that are planted in the Isle of Man, which is now completely filled up with different kinds of trees. Examined some of my Son’s books and accounts in the afternoon and evening.

Sat. 5th   Settling Son’s accounts in which he does not greatly please me, being rather negligent in some respects, but hope he will be better for the future. Rode over the farm and find affairs in tolerable good order and condition. Settled with Son the prices of stock to be taken into Frith Pasture and appointed Hugh Goodwin to look over the same during this summer.

Sun. 6th   Went to dine with Mrs Goodwin of Biggin and found a hearty welcome from her and family, returned in the afternoon and called upon Mr Flint, but he was gone up to Pilsbury, met him in the road thither, he returned back with me and delivered me a letter from Mr Waistell by Mr Heaton’s order, wishing me to assist my Son in making engagements with [a] person to lime Frith Pasture, which he now proposes to be done under his care and inspection. Mr Heaton appears dissatisfied with the conduct and improvement of Sticcow etc. by Mr Longden. I do not think it prudent to enter into any engagements with persons at present, most of the lime-burners being hired for this summer, but propose to make preparations to go on with spirit the next year. Mr Waistell also informs me His Grace of Portland kissed hands on Wednesday last with the King on being appointed the First Lord of the Treasury, Lord John Cavendish was appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord North and Mr Fox Secretaries of State, Lord Keppel First Lord of the Admiralty etc.

Mon. 7th   Left Pilsbury in the morning and went to a turnpike meeting of the Leek road at Ashford [in the Water], where I dined with the commissioners, but little business was done, slept this night at Doctor Bullock’s.

Tues. 8th   Left Ashford [in the Water] in the morning and called at Mr Barker’s of Bakewell in order to have settled some rent with him for Haddon tithes, but found he was gone into Yorkshire, from thence I went to Darley and called at George Hall’s, cooper hewer, but found him not at home, proceed to Chesterfield, where I dined, sent for Thacker and gave him possession of a field in Newbold late held by Mr Cooper, returned to Welbeck in the evening and found my family well.

May Wed. 21st   At seven o’clock I proceeded on my journey to Ashbourne. Received of Mr John Goodwin £42 0s. 4d., one year’s tithe rent of Doveridge due at Lady Day last to Mr Cavendish. Mr Heaton’s tenants by some mistake did not all meet me to pay their rents, on which account I authorized Mr Richard Goodwin to receive them and remit me a draft for the same. Saw a number of my old friends and acquaintance at the Fair, went to Pilsbury that evening with Son Joseph, we called in our road on Messrs Goodwin of Tissington and Biggin.

Thurs. 22nd   Viewed the cattle bought this spring that are at Luddow, Mr Thomas Sterndale (who is over from Weston) came here in the afternoon, I accompanied him back to Hartington, where John Allen, late constable, showed his accounts for the last year, I there found most of my old Hartington acquaintances, after spending a few hours with them returned with Son Joseph to Pilsbury.

Fri. 23rd   Viewed the remaining part of my Son’s stock and find them purchased high this spring, he appears diligent in his farming, but the country is much in want of rain, being at this time very brown and much parched, I cannot understand that the oldest person can remember so dry a season so early in the year, the corn looks equally bad with the grass, and they have a poor prospect for good crops.

Sat. 24th   Examined in part Son’s cash book and accounts, but was continually disturbed by persons coming in upon one business or other, received a letter from Mr Fletcher in which he wishes me to return to Welbeck as soon as possible on account of some persons coming on Monday to view the furniture in the Dining Room etc. fitted up by a Mr Tait.

June Sat. 28th   This morning we went to Linacre, a farm held by Mr Webster, whose house is in very bad repair, and [I] promised to consider of the same. Viewed and regulated the cottages at Cutthorpe in the Lordship of Brampton, also those of Birley and Freebirch in the same manor, we being then upon the top of the East Moor. I left Mr Fletcher and William Spray, accompanied by Joshua Bargh, to view the remainder of those in the lordship and went to visit my family at Pilsbury, dined at the Cockhill, Baslow, stayed a short time with Mr Creswell of Ashford [in the Water], and found my family well in the evening.
Sun. 29th   At home all day chatting with Son Joseph about his farming business and walking some little in the meadows etc.

Mon. 30th   Viewed the Isle of Man planted this spring, and find the oaks and chestnuts in general grow but a great number of the ash and birch plants are dead. Saw his cattle at Luddow which grow very well, went to fish in the afternoon, Son Joseph caught some trout with the dry hook.

July Tues. 1st   Viewed all Pilsbury farm and find the cattle in general healthful and growing, the pastures good and full of grass, the meadow land light, and the crops of corn short, poor and late throughout the neighbourhood in general upon the stubble land, but better upon the leys, examined his books etc. in the afternoon, I do not find that regularity in entering as I could wish but he promises more care for the time to come.

Wed. 2nd   Left Pilsbury this morning at four o’clock and breakfasted at Chesterfield and arrived at Welbeck to dinner. About three o’clock came on a violent storm of thunder, lightning and rain and lasted about an hour, soon after which word was brought that a man and horse was found on the road in this lordship between Worksop Forest and Norton killed by the lightning. I immediately sent up a cart with proper assistance to convey him to Welbeck and sent one of the servants to Worksop to find out his name, which proves to be John Renshaw of Selston near Kirkby [in Ashfield], by trade a sieve-maker, he had been at Worksop Market and was returning home, our men brought him and the horse here in the evening. On my return I found Mr Speechly was gone to town on Monday last.

Thurs. 10th   This morning my Wife set out into Derbyshire to assist Son Joseph with the hay harvest, Mr Fletcher accompanied her to Chesterfield to receive arrears of cottage rents, where she was met by Mrs Brindley. I went to Mansfield Fair, to receive some arrears of rent but was disappointed in that respect, I did some trifling business among the tenants and dined at Mr Joshua Senior’s and went to Chesterfield in the evening. About ten o’clock came on the most tremendous lightning I ever beheld accompanied with very loud thunder and rain, which continued almost without intermission till after one, the heavens (most part of the time) was in a continual blaze, the peals of thunder very awful and a very short intermission between the lightning and thunder which convinced me it was very near, the clouds appeared to emit balls of fire, and [I] expect to hear of much damage being done. When the lightning abated I retired to bed, blessing the Divine Providence for his care over me and hoping for the protection of my family. Mr Webster of Barlow Lees came with me from Mansfield and was confined at Chesterfield all night.

Wed. 30th   Mr Renshaw left this morning. Wrote to Mr Cavendish and sent the value of Mr Raynes' farm at Everton and Scaftworth, made some preparation for my journey to Pilsbury tomorrow.

Thurs. 31st   Left Welbeck this morning, dined at Chesterfield, called upon Mr White and Mr Green at Ashford [in the Water], and arrived at Pilsbury in the evening and found my family tolerable well.

August Fri. 1st   Found our people had got a considerable quantity of hay but was yet very busy, attended on the haymakers all day, they carried one of the Flatts.
Sat. 2nd   Continued to assist Son Joseph in the hayfield, he being not very well occasioned by an eruption upon several parts of his body resembling large boils, which I rather suppose is occasioned by too frequently bathing in the river [Dove], walked down in the evening and stayed a considerable time with Mr Bowman at Hartington, returned home at ten o’clock.

Sun. 3rd   Mr Bowman and Mr Ralph Sterndale dined with us today. I stayed the afternoon with them at home, Mr Ward from Macclesfield and his daughter came to Pilsbury this evening, my Wife and Miss Froggott went to visit Mr Joseph Gould at Crothcote [Crowdecote?], who has a few days since married Miss Wardle of that place and intends taking her to Bakewell in a short time.

Mon. 4th   Viewed along with Mr Ward the planting in the Isle of Man, which grows tolerable well, examined also the other plantings about Luddow, which are in a thriving condition, walked about and chatted with Mr Ward the remaining part of the day.

Tues. 5th   Rode to Longnor Fair, which usually produces a number of lambs to be sold, there was very few this year and sold very high, returned with Mr Ward to dinner, examined with Son Joseph the cattle in the Underwoods, one part are sold, and the remainder appear to grow well. Mr Fletcher came here this evening from Welbeck, and Mr Goodwin from Winster, they both slept at our house.

Thurs. 7th   I went accompanied by Mr Fletcher and dined with Mr Goodwin of Winster, where we continued till six o’clock and returned to Pilsbury.

Fri. 8th   I went with Mr Fletcher and viewed a piece of land planted by Sir Henry Harpur near Longnor, about 15 acres, which is in a very bad state, they are planted much too thin and being exposed to the cold climate they can never attain to be good plants. From thence we went to Frith Pasture near Buxton, the cattle look well upon it but the land being so very poor they grow but little, dined at the Eagle in Buxton, viewed the new building [Crescent] at the Hall which is now covering in, which is a most magnificent pile of building. The town is very full of company, scarce a bed to be got, we stayed till the evening, when we returned back to Pilsbury.

Sat. 9th   Sent for Doctor Melland to Son Joseph who yet continues ill of his boils but hope he will soon recover. Mr Fletcher and I left Pilsbury this morning, dined at Chesterfield and arrived at Welbeck 4 o’clock, where I found a number of letters received in my absence, but no neglect was occasioned by our being from home.

Sat. 16th   Viewed the old ruins of the castle, which commands a delightful prospect of the River Dove, and country round, the land is fertile and very rich, one part of the castle is yet inhabited by a farmer, the other parts are fine ruins. At the foot of the castle hill stands a very ancient church of the gothic structure into which you descend by several steps, but here is nothing very particular except its antiquity. Arrived at Marston on Dove half past eight, where we was met by the tenants who pay tithe to Rose, Mr Cavendish’s tenant, upon a proper investigation we found a great quantity of land that was tithe-free, which we separated from that which is titheable, and gave Rose an account of it, the wool and lamb has not been paid lately but we found it belonged to Mr Cavendish and ordered the tenant to take it in kind, we dined with Mr Haynes and left at 3 o’clock, called at Ashbourne and went to Pilsbury in the evening, where I found Son Joseph in a poor state of health, much worse than I left him on Saturday last.

Sun. 17th   Sent off two servants, one for Doctor Bullock and one for Mr Melland to visit Son Joseph, they met at 12 o’clock and after a long consultation they pronounced his disorder of the consumptive kind, but did not doubt with a proper regimen and care he would perfectly recover, but advised me to take him along with me to Welbeck, they stayed and dined and spent the afternoon, Mr Ward was here and left this evening.

Mon. 18th   Regulated my Son’s books and entered his accounts for some time past. Viewed the Luddow beasts and pastures and settling the affairs at Pilsbury for our departure.

Tues. 19th   Went up to Longnor and balanced accounts with Mr Oliver, today came Mr Stone from Macclesfield, Doctor Bullock from Buxton and Mr Melland from Bakewell, they all agreed that with proper treatment and care Son Joseph would soon be out of danger. Doctor Stone and his son Samuel stayed all night. Agreed with Thomas Fogg to sell the fat cattle and sheep for Son and settled most of his concerns preparatory to his leaving Pilsbury.

Wed. 20th   At eleven o’clock came a chaise from Bakewell in which went my Wife and Son, I rode upon horseback, dined at Chesterfield and got well to Welbeck in the evening.

September Thurs. 25th   Rode to Pilsbury this morning and found our people busy in their corn, viewed the Isle of Man, and found a considerable number of ash and other plants dead this summer which must be replaced, I was rather weary and did no business this day.

Fri. 26th   This morning came up Thomas Fogg, we viewed the feeding cattle, about 18 left unsold, which appear to grow well, the sale ewes are gone some time since at 14s. per [each], which is a great price lean from the common. Mutton sells remarkably well and is very scarce, walked over most part of the farm, and the stock looks healthful and well, walked down with him to Hartington, called upon Mr Sterndale and spent the evening with Mr Flint, returned at 10.

Sun. 28th   Confined at home all day by persons of different kind of business among which was Mr Goodwin from Winster, Mr Oliver, Thomas Phillips, Richard Riley, John Green, Mr Flint etc. This day I executed my will in the presence of Mr Goodwin, Mr Oliver and Mr John Wardle of Sheen, settled the business of the farm with William Brindley, and went to bed at 11 o’clock.

Mon. 29th   Left Pilsbury in the forenoon and called at Chatsworth, where I found Mr Heaton from London. Paid Mr Barker Pilsbury rent etc., got a cold fowl and some strong beer, and arrived at Welbeck at 9 o’clock in the evening, and found Son Joseph has not been so well for some days.

Tues. 30th   Found Mr Fletcher was gone to Mansfield, Skegby etc., to take the yearly account of the tithes, regulated my cash account, both private and with Son Joseph for his Pilsbury book, examined the letters received in my absence and found one from the Duke about killing pheasants near Clumber Park, and also to examine into the report of cattle in this county being infected with the distemper, to which Mr Fletcher had returned an answer and enquired into the particulars, very little business done this day.

October Wed. 8th   Finished writing the receipts of the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire rental as far as concerns our next week’s collection, examined the same with Mr Dowland, and prepared my affairs to go to Pilsbury tomorrow.
Thurs. 9th   Left Welbeck this morning, dined at Chesterfield, called at Chatsworth where I found Mr Waistell, called upon Mr Barker at Bakewell, did not find him at home, and went forward to Pilsbury in the evening.

Fri. 10th   Went to Park House this morning and received cash for lay of different persons £19 1s. 6d., dined at Mr Lomas' of Glutton, and called and stayed a few hours at Mr Oliver’s, Longnor, called upon Thomas Chapman and received from him £150 on account of a bond of £300, returned home about 9 o’clock. Mr William Goodwin of Great Rocks came here accompanied by a Mr Lingard of Monyash, wishing me to introduce Mr Lingard to Mr Heaton for the purpose of taking Blackwell farm, late William Barker’s, which I declined but promised Mr Goodwin to write to Mr Heaton on the subject.

Sat. 11th   At home all day waiting to receive cash from persons fetching their cattle from lay at Pilsbury. Mr Thomas Froggott came here from Burton [upon Trent], [I] paid him £150, the remaining part of his fortune in my hands, also £4 0s. 2d. in full for interest and all other demands. It is rather remarkable after I had taken care of his property and done him considerable service at different times that he would receive for every day’s interest as well as the odd two pence. Regulated my accounts etc. in the evening.

Sun. 12th   Mrs Kinder came here from Cronkston and several other persons on business. Gave directions for the trees in the Isle of Man to be taken away and planted in one of the dimbles on the Staffordshire side [of Ludwall],1 and the land to be immediately prepared for the sowing of acorns, chestnuts etc., dined at Pilsbury and left after dinner, called at Mrs Goodwin’s of Biggin, but did not find her at home, went forward to Mr George Goodwin of Winster, where I slept this evening.

November 6th   Received a letter from Mr Renshaw, respecting His Grace of Devonshire’s tenants at Conksbury having a right of common on Upper Haddon Moor etc.

Fri. 7th   Went to Hardwick this morning, thinking it necessary to lay Mr Renshaw’s letter before Mr Heaton, for which he was much obliged, delivered to him an abstract of the title deeds belonging [to] the estate late Mr Brand’s along with some terriers and other papers of His Grace of Portland’s Buckinghamshire estate. Mr Heaton informed me that Mr Alexander Barker had intimated to him a design to give up his office of house steward and collector of rents at Lady Day next, alleging he was grown old and infirm and not adequate to the business, requesting at the same time to continue his nephew George in some part of the business, to which Mr Heaton said he could not comply, at the same time observing he could place no confidence in Mr George Barker nor believe or trust him about any business, he then wished to know my opinion respecting the appointment of a receiver of rents, I told him Mr Micah Hall was a very proper person if he could be persuaded to lay aside part of his law affairs and confine himself more to His Grace of Devonshire’s affairs, in which he thought I judged very properly, he then informed me he had some intention of placing my Son Joseph as house steward at Chatsworth, to which I replied I thought him too young and not adequate to the task, but he would see me again before he left the country. I dined at Hardwick, after which I went forward to Pilsbury, where I arrived half past ten o’clock much weary and fatigued.

Sat. 8th   Wrote to Mr Hall of Castleton to meet me at Tideswell tomorrow. Viewed the Isle of Man, which is now preparing for acorns to be sowed and is in tolerable good condition, viewed also the plants taken from there and set in one of the dimbles on the Staffordshire side [of Ludwall], which are tolerable well done, at home in the afternoon with Thomas Fogg about the farming business and Thomas Cantrell about Wetton affairs for Mr Heaton’s information.

Mon. 10th   After settling the farming business I left Pilsbury at 11 o’clock, called and dined with Mr Creswell, called also at Chesterfield and came to Welbeck half past ten o’clock in the evening.

Sat. 15th   At ten Mr Heaton sent for me into the Library, after a good deal of chat respecting Lexey Malinson he thought him a proper person for the place at Hardwick, and we together settled the wage he was to receive and the business he was to perform, viz. Mr Heaton ordered him one of the lodges near the Hall for a habitation, the keep of a cow winter and summer, and his wages to be £50 per year. He was to superintend the husbandry, buy and sell the cattle, and be under no control except from Mr Heaton, he then was sent for and very gladly accepted of the place and thought the terms very liberal, after some other conversation upon different subjects I left Chatsworth and went to Pilsbury in the evening.

Sun. 16th   Today I was rather indisposed and stayed in the house till near evening, only went down to view the Isle of Man and found it very wet and unfit to sow acorns. Mr Adams came last night from Stenson to visit Son Joseph, expecting to have found him at Pilsbury.

December Sun. 14th   William Brindley came from Pilsbury and left the family well and the farming business in good order, says Mrs Lomas of Glutton was buried on Friday last.

Thurs. 18th   Mr Fletcher of Whitwell and Mr John Goodwin of Cowlow are the referees appointed to ascertain the property of Mr Eyre, if they cannot agree Mr Sleigh of Westwood is agreed upon for the third person. Mr Fletcher and Goodwin viewed the premises and found Mr Eyre’s claim to be 2 beast gates in the summer, a right of pasture in the winter for all kind of cattle the Haslin House farm would keep, and a right of turbary for the farm which Mr Wheeldon estimated at £10 per year. I walked about Grin [Low] and Buxton with Mr Hall, and [we] dined together at Mr Edmund Wheeldon’s at 4 o’clock, after dinner Mr Hall and Mr Robinson executed the bonds for their respective employers. The referees soon agreed to give Mr Wheeldon 40 acres for his rights upon the Pasture, to be enclosed by His Grace of Devonshire.

Fri. 19th   Messrs Fletcher and Goodwin went to stake out Mr Wheeldon’s allotment, assisted by a Mr French, schoolmaster in Buxton, I went along with Mr Hall and Mr Isaac Wheeldon to view them. When it was finished they returned to Buxton to execute the award and I went to Pilsbury to dinner.

Sun. 21st   Returned from Ashbourne and dined at Mrs Goodwin’s of Biggin, and came to Pilsbury in the evening.

Mon. 22nd   Began to regulate my accounts for a general settlement of my Pilsbury affairs and continued at the business very close till noon, when I was interrupted by Mr Ralph Sterndale and John Marsh, who stayed all afternoon.

Tues. 23rd   Went up to Longnor and dined at Johnson’s with Mr George Goodwin. Paid George Lomas £9 for one year’s interest of [on] £200 due in September last. Paid John Janance £5 17s. interest of [on] £130. Paid John Goodwin’s bill £23 13s. on balance for malt, flour and cash borrowed. Mr George Goodwin came down to Pilsbury and slept there this evening.

Wed. 24th   Mr Goodwin left this morning and I returned to the regulating of my books and accounts all day.

Thurs. 25th   Balanced accounts with Thomas Brindley, Thomas Horobin, John Higginbottom, James Brindley and Thomas Carr, received from Thomas Poyser £2 0s. 6d. for lay to Frith Pasture. Mr John Goodwin came with an intent to purchase my cheese, I offered it him at 39s. per hundredweight, he would give only 38s. and did not agree. Wrote to Mr Royds and offered him my wool at 7s. per stone and credit till next midsummer.

Fri. 26th   Continued to regulate my accounts etc. [the] greatest part of the day, but sometimes interrupted by persons with different kinds of business.

Sat. 27th   Balanced accounts with Thomas Phillips and paid him £13 10s. 7d. for timber purchased for to make flakes [hurdles], barn floor etc. Also £3 19s. 6d., the balance for work at Sheen stone pit. William Poyser of Boothlow came and I offered to let him Park House and Ludwall farms, but could not agree upon rent, gave him till Monday evening for consideration.

Sun. 28th   Balanced accounts with Thomas Fogg and stayed at home all day.

Mon. 29th   Let to William Poyser the Park House and Ludwall farms from Lady Day next at the clear rent of £185 per year, he is to plough about 6 acres at Park House and about the same quantity at Ludwall, to lay and spread upon the Park House twenty cart-loads of lime and ten ditto on Ludwall yearly, and whenever I order him he is to lay out yearly £5 in draining properly with stone and £10 in lime at the kiln, including the 30 cart-loads. I am to repair the Park House barn and build him one bay there for a labourer to live in, also to build him a cow-house at Ludwall for 20 calves or stirks. Sold Mr Thomas Oliver my cheese at 40s. per hundredweight, made but little progress in the books today.

Tues. 30th   Sold Mr Brownson my lambswool at 51/2d. per pound. I have received a letter from Mr Royds in which he proposes to give me 6s. 9d. per stone for my wool delivered at Chapel en le Frith and give him credit till midsummer next, [I] wrote [to] him I would accept of his proposals and he might send sheets as soon as convenient. Entered my diurnal and drew near a conclusion with my book and accounts.

Wed. 31st   Went to Longnor and dined with Mr Thomas Oliver, and returned home in the evening after the coldest day we have had this year and a disagreeable walk.

[at the end of the index: A quantity of acorns were brought from Welbeck and taken to Pilsbury, and the Isle of Man etc. was sown with them this present year.]

NOTE

1
See ‘Estimated Pilsbury and Ludwall acreages at given dates’ at the end of this document for the field names and areas of the two farms. It would make an interesting day out to compare present-day information with these historical figures.

1784
January Thurs. 1st   The new year enters with a sharp frost and a considerable quantity of snow. Went down to Hartington to dine at Joseph Mycock’s where I met a number of old neighbours, viz. Mr Bowman Senior and Junior, Messrs Sterndale, Flint, Cantrell, Marsh, Lowe, Green etc., spent a very agreeable day and evening. Mr Blackwell, Mr Adams and Mr Gibs attended about a bridge over the River Manifold from Sheen to Warslow, it was agreed I should write to the Revd Mr Lomas for his consent to fix the same higher up the river, and they was very willing to build one at a joint expense with Sheen, [I] returned back at 12.

Fri. 2nd   Mr Henry Bowman came up from Hartington intending to accompany me to Buxton to let some lime-burning, the day was so very bad prevented our journey. He brought a renewal of a trust deed for some land at Heathcote given in Charles the 1st’s time by a Mr Bateman to the poor of Hartington. There was 18 new trustees and I was among the number, signed the deed and returned the same to him, he stayed all night with me.

Sat. 3rd   The weather remained very bad, I finished the rest book and found we had gained considerable this year. About 12 o’clock came Mr Dowland from Welbeck in order to survey the estate at Cowlow purchased by the Duke of Devonshire, he brought me a very good account of my family and particularly of Son Joseph’s great recovery, Mr Bowman stayed till evening, and we was all day confined in the house with a deep snow and hard frost.

Sun. 4th   Went down accompanied by Mr Dowland and dined with Mr Bowman and stayed the afternoon, we understood from Mr Flint the estate at Cowlow could not be surveyed till the snow was gone on account of one part laying among Sir Henry Harpur’s estate, returned back to Pilsbury in the evening.

March Tues. 9th   Doctor Denman came up to Ashford [in the Water] and we agreed to pay Mr Shore's first dividend, 10s. in the pound, at Ecton on the 30th of this month to the creditors in that neighbourhood and at Bakewell [on] the 6th of April to those in that part of the country. Mr Hall sent his servant to desire Mr Flint to come and bring Mr John Finney and son to meet us at Newhaven today at 2 o'clock, soon after[wards] we arrived at Newhaven. Mr Hall's servant returned with an account Mr Flint was in Nottinghamshire. Mr Hall then sent his servant to Wetton with a letter to Mr John Finney from me desiring him and his son would come over to Pilsbury tomorrow morning, we dined there and went to Pilsbury in the evening.

Wed. 10th   Mr John Finney and son came to Pilsbury. We asked them several questions relative to the sale of Cowlow estate, to which they gave satisfactory answers [of] which Mr Hall approved. Mr Hall dined with me and stayed till 4 o'clock, when he went to Buxton.

Thurs. 11th   Enquired into the state of the farming, entered all the Pilsbury accounts etc. in the forenoon, dined at 2 o'clock and was immediately after[wards] seized with a cold shivering fit which held me a few hours, this was succeeded by a strong burning fever which continued till 4 o'clock next morning, when I got into a gentle sweat and went to sleep.
Fri. 12th   Sent early for a chaise to Buxton and left Pilsbury [at] 1/2 past 11, took a fresh chaise at Chesterfield and arrived at Welbeck soon after six in the evening, tolerable well, though fatigued.

April Sun. 18th   Lord Edward Bentinck came to Welbeck in his road to Worksop, he desired me to pack up all his clothes and other utensils and send them by the wagon directed for him, he was upon his canvas and said he had gone through the south part of the county and should finish the whole on Tuesday evening, he intended to dine and sleep at Worksop. In the afternoon I wrote to Mr Alexander Barker and sent him a draft value £100 on account of Pilsbury rent etc.

May Thurs. 6th   Regulated several affairs, viz. between Mrs Bockin and Nicholas in Lemongate to build a party wall to prevent damage by fire. Saw Samuel Heath and Stringfellow who have heretofore promised to give up their possessions to Mr Lingard but now refuse, promised Lingard to give them notice before Michaelmas next. Assisted Mr Fletcher to receive small rents, dined and left Chesterfield at 3 o'clock, called and stayed upwards of 2 hours with Mr Creswell at Ashford [in the Water], who is ill of the gout, and arrived at Pilsbury near 11 o'clock and found our people in bed.

Fri. 7th   Rather stiff with yesterday's ride, walked in the afternoon along with Son Joseph and William Poyser over the Ludwall farm, and gave him directions about the management of the land and promised some repairs. Found the acorns in the Isle of Man beginning to sprout, returned home in the evening.

Sat. 8th   I intended to have rode over to the Lowend but the rain prevented me, regulated and entered down part of Pilsbury affairs. Balanced accounts with Richard Riley and some other persons which confined me all day.

Sun. 9th   Joseph Alsop came on a visit from Leek and Mr Richard Wheeldon was here in the afternoon, at home all day.

Mon. 10th   Continued to regulate Pilsbury affairs in the forenoon, Messrs Samuel and Hugh Sleigh came to dine with me and we spent the afternoon very sociably, they returned home in the evening.

Tues. 11th   Went down to Ludwall accompanied by Thomas Phillips and Edward Wooddisse and gave them orders to fell some ash trees on the Derbyshire and Staffordshire sides to make some repairs at the lower house, Ludwall and at Park House for William Poyser, I left the care of it to Thomas Phillips. Mr George Goodwin called, I accompanied him to Longnor and dined at Mr Johnson's, balanced accounts with John Janance, Mrs Challiner etc., saw a number of old neighbours, and went in the evening to Buxton with Mr Edmund Wheeldon.

Wed. 12th   Rode to the Frith this morning accompanied by Mr Edmund Wheeldon where we met three companies of wallers, viz. John Woodward and Co. of Chelmorton, John Redfearn and Co., Cornelius Needham and Co. of [Earl] Sterndale. After viewing the piece of land allotted to Mr Wheeldon, the stone pits etc. I proposed for the companies to divide the quantity of walling into three equal parts and cast lots which should choose, to which they agreed, they wished to have 4s. 6d. per rood for getting, carrying, making the wall seven quarters and two inch high and filling up the pits. I told them I thought 4s. per rood was a fair price, however it was at last agreed (when the wall was completed) if they deserved 4s. 3d. per rood in the opinion of Mr Edmund Wheeldon I would allow that price, [I] agreed with Thomas Wardle to draw a straight line between his land and the Frith, returned back to Buxton with Son Joseph and dined at Mr Wheeldon's and came to Pilsbury in the evening. I got a cold this journey and am rather hoarse tonight.

Thurs. 13th   This morning I found my cold had increased and could scarcely speak to be understood, stayed in the house all day regulating the books with Son Joseph. Mr Bowman here in the afternoon.

Fri. 14th   I rested but little last night and continued ill all day. Balanced accounts with Hugh Goodwin for attending upon the Frith last year etc., we had before made no agreement, I thought his charge for board and wage was so extravagant that I paid and dismissed him my service. In the evening I had a slight return of the ague, got some wine rhea and went to bed.

Sat. 15th   Sweat[ed] profusely last night and was better this morning, took a considerable quantity of bark to prevent a return of the ague. Continued to balance account with different persons and settle the books.
Sun. 16th   Agreed with John Redfearn to take care of the stock and keep up the fences in the Frith from this time till Michaelmas next for £4 10s., if the bargain proves a hard [one] I am to allow him 10s. more, rode in the afternoon with Son Joseph to visit Henry Bomford at Sheen, I found him much gone down since I last saw him, and to all appearance a regular decay of nature has taken place, and he appears [as] if he would not continue long in this world, after chatting about an hour with him we called upon Mr Thomas Gould and Mr John Wardle and returned back to Pilsbury, went in the evening to see Mrs Richard Gould, who appears in a poor state of health and unless she is breeding I am of opinion her complaint is very dangerous. Found myself considerably better today and my hoarseness decreasing considerably.

Mon. 17th   Balanced accounts with Thomas Fogg. Mrs Goodwin of Biggin came here, paid her rent for Ludwall Croft due last Lady Day, [I] appointed with her to settle all affairs between her daughters and Mr Green of Ashford [in the Water] taking to my assistance Mr Edmund Wheeldon of Buxton the next time I came over, Son Joseph went to Longnor and intended to go forward to Leek Fair. I continued to grow better every day.

Tues. 18th   Finished the books and remarks as far as was in my power and left Pilsbury after 4 o’clock and went to Ashford [in the Water]. Doctor Bullock was gone to Bakewell, called upon Messrs White and Green. Waited upon the doctor on his return, where I supped and slept this evening.

June Thurs. 10th   Regulated my accounts, books etc. and made extracts of Pilsbury affairs, which kept me employed all day.

Fri. 11th   Left Welbeck at 7 in the morning, breakfasted at Chesterfield, dined with Mr Creswell at Ashford [in the Water] and came to Pilsbury in the evening.

Sat. 12th   The morning was wet which prevented me from going to Buxton till 12 o’clock, saw Mr Otter at the George Inn and lent him 5 guineas, slept at the Eagle confined by the rain.

Tues. 15th   The morning being wet confined me at home till after dinner, viewed the acorns in the Isle of Man and find they spring tolerable well, went down to Hartington and spent a few hours at Joseph Mellor’s with Messrs Bowman, Marsh, Sterndale, Fogg etc., returned in the evening.

Wed. 16th   Met Mr Edmund Wheeldon at Biggin [at] 12 o’clock in order to make a division of the yearly value of the estates etc. belonging to Mrs Goodwin’s daughters, we found the yearly amount of the estate was £108 16s. 9d., which divided amongst the 5 daughters is £21 15s. 4d. each yearly. Mr Green had been married to Miss Sally Goodwin 5 years last Lady Day, after deducting the improvements etc. we found due to him at Lady Day last £94 17s. 71/2d., being his share of the profits of all the estates (except the Hurdlow in settlement to Mrs Goodwin) since marriage. Dined at Mrs Goodwin’s and returned home in the evening.

Thurs. 17th   Son Joseph accompanied me to Lowend this morning, viewed over that estate and found the land, fences, buildings etc. in good tenantable order and repair, and considerably upon the improving order, returned back to Sheen at 12 where the overseers of the poor, headborough and churchwarden accounts were examined and approved, some opposition was expected but very little objection was made and we adjourned to the Townend and spent a few hours sociably, and returned home in good time. I had desired Mr Thomas Cantrell to procure me the title deed of some tithes at Wetton for perusal, he had done so and brought it up this evening, and I found they belong to different persons and have a right to tithe everything growing and increasing.

Fri. 18th   At 11 o’clock I arrived at Mr Blackwell’s of Gateham in order to value the tithes of some land in the Lordship of Wetton, which we viewed and consists of near 50 acres of land, by computation, of pasture, meadow and arable, he has heretofore let them at 6 guineas per year. I agreed to give him for His Grace of Devon[shire] £160, the Duke to enter last Michaelmas and pay Mr Blackwell 6 guineas for this year and the present occupiers to be accountable to His Grace for this year’s tithe, the title to be made by Mr Hall and executed by Mr Blackwell, and the purchase money paid at Hartington Michaelmas court. Returned by Ecton and viewed a small place, part of which the mine stands upon, titheable to a Mr Hodgkinson of Matlock. I found about 4 acres of meadow, 8 ditto of poor pasture worth 5s. per acre per year, and about 2 acres of land damaged by the mine, in all 14 acres worth £1 4s. per year, at 25 years’ purchase is £30. Mr Flint was gone to Hartington, where I found him along with Mr Lomas of Glutton and the Revd Mr Lomas, his brother, [I] stayed a short time and returned home. N.B. Mr William Sheldon and Francis Singleton wish to sell their tithes to the Duke of Devonshire.
Sat. 19th   Accompanied by Son Joseph I went to Park House this morning and met William Poyser, Thomas Phillips and Joseph Goodwin, mason, to view the old barn, and found it tumbling down and not prudent to repair it, fixed upon a place to build a new one and agreed it should be 14 yards long, 7 ditto wide and 16 foot high, bargained with Joseph Goodwin to build the same at 4s. per rood and 11/2d. per foot for hewing all the stone for corners etc., returned home and fixed with Phillips in the afternoon and put the whole management of masons, carpenters etc. under his care and inspection.

Sun. 20th   Mr Blackwell of Gateham came here to dinner and brought the title deeds for the tithes at Wetton, for which I gave him my note of hand, he returned about 4 o’clock, [I] rode along with Son Joseph to the upper ground etc. and found the pasture tolerable good and the stock growing, walked to the Isle of Man, the acorns come up very well but are greatly damaged by the rats which have taken a great number for food.

Mon. 21st   Regulated the papers of Mrs Goodwin’s estate respecting the division to her daughters, sent her a copy and one to Mr Green.

Tues. 22nd   Sent Mr Blackwell’s deeds to Mr Creswell of Ashford [in the Water] to be transmitted by him to Mr Hall, began to examine and regulate Pilsbury books and accounts, which has not been done for some time past.

Wed. 23rd   Continued all day in regulating the books, balanced accounts with Miss Froggott and Mary Brindley and made a tolerable progress in settling affairs but could not finish.

Thurs. 24th   Finished William Brindley’s accounts, regulated the cash book and put all the affairs in proper order, but did not complete till 4 o’clock, walked down and viewed the lower house at Ludwall, which is now repairing for William Poyser, prepared for my journey tomorrow.

Fri. 25th   Left Pilsbury this morning half past seven but found my mare ill and was obliged to return back for a fresh horse. Met Mr Booth at Blackwell and agreed there should be built for Mr Lingard a cowhouse for 12 or 14 cows, a stable for 8 horses and some little alteration in his present building, after which he accompanied me to Baslow where we dined, and I went forward to Chesterfield much tired from riding a bad hackney. I took a post-horse from Mr Hinde’s and arrived at Welbeck past 10 o’clock.

July Sat. 10th   My Wife and Son William went this morning for Pilsbury, from whence he goes to Macclesfield School, Mr Froggott measured the timber in Cowclose Wood, 2,754 foot of large at 55s. per ton and 658 of small ditto at 30s. per ton. Also the timber in the Wren Park, 775 ditto of large at 40s. [per ton] and 156 of small ditto at 30s. per [ton], which amounts to £-. I made out the bill for the weeders in the plantations, Mr Fletcher preparing for his journey on account of tithes next week.

Thurs. 15th   Left Welbeck at 8 o’clock and went to Mansfield where I met Mr Siddons of Pleasley Hill, sent for Mr William Wright of Mansfield who has some land at that place, they agreed to pay His Grace of Portland £35 per year for the tithes and each one have their own, and they was to appoint a person to take an account of the crops and collect the money. Left Mansfield at 3 o’clock and came along with Mr Bright and Doctor Thompson to Matlock, called at Winster, after having got a refreshment proceeded to Pilsbury, where I arrived about 11 o’clock much fatigued.

Fri. 16th   At Pilsbury among the haymakers all day, who are now very busy in the midst of it, very stiff from my ride yesterday.

Sat. 17th   The day being wet at intervals, I stayed at home regulating the books, being not well recovered from my journey.

Sun. 18th   At home in the forenoon, a servant came to take back two of Doctor Stone’s children, Son William accompanied at half past three to Macclesfield School and left us in good spirits. Walked with Wife, Mrs Kinder and Miss Froggott to Ludwall in the afternoon. I found they had not finished the repairs of the house but are in great forwardness.

Mon. 19th   The day being rainy, stayed at home in the forenoon. In the after[noon] balanced accounts with Samuel Pickering respecting Henry Bomford’s affairs. Walked down to Woodend Meadow, where the servants were weeding acorns, the rats have destroyed great numbers, but there is at present plenty left for a wood.

Tues. 20th   The rainy day confined me at home, regulated and took in part a catalogue of the books at Pilsbury and ranged them in proper order, Thomas Fogg was here part of the day and purchased some cows.

Wed. 21st   Finished regulating the books and taking a catalogue which employed me all day. Son Joseph informs me that Mr Alexander Barker died yesterday morning at Edensor [index for July 20th: the place of his residence].

Thurs. 22nd   Went this morning accompanied by Mr Richard Gould to see Henry Bomford (who is removed from Sheen to his nephew William Bomford at Blackwell), he appears in tolerable good spirits, and approves of the exchange, left him very happy apparently, Mr Richard Gould went to Great Rocks and I came to dinner to Cronkston [Grange], where I found Mr Richard Goodwin from Ashbourne, a Mr Coap of Uttoxeter, Mr Needham from Roodale etc., stayed chatting with them and Mrs Wheeldon till 10 o’clock, when I returned to Pilsbury.

Fri. 23rd   Mr Ward and his daughter called here on their return to Macclesfield from Ashover etc., [I] walked with him all afternoon to Ludwall, [the] Isle of Man and viewing the haymakers etc.

Sat. 24th   Breakfasted this morning at Buxton, from whence I went to Frith Pasture and measured the walls made by different persons to enclose 40 acres of land for the rights of Mr Eyre of Hassop out of ditto, viz. John Woodward and Co. 48 roods 3 yards; John Redfearn and Co. 47 roods 5 yards; Cornelius Nadin and Co. 48 roods 5 yards. In all [1]44 roods 6 yards at 4s. 6d. per rood amounting to £32 10s.7 Met Mr Richard Wheeldon and agreed to set the wall as much as possible in a direct line between High Edge and Frith Pasture, we staked it out and let the same, along with the part which divides the Frith from Thomas Wardle’s farm to Woodward and Redfearn, to pull up the old fence, get as much stone as is necessary and make a wall 7 quarters 2 inch high for 2s. 9d. per rood, if the stone-getting etc. proved troublesome I was to allow them 3s. per rood. Returned back to Pilsbury to dinner. In the evening came Mr Fletcher and Mr Bullivant from Welbeck on a visit and to view the country

Sun. 25th   Received a letter from Mr Heaton wishing my immediate attendance in town to assist him in the distribution of the collections of the late Mr Barker, left Pilsbury at one o’clock and came to Welbeck along with Thomas Noon at eight, packed up some linen etc., sent for a chaise to Worksop and arrived at Ollerton [at] 11 o’clock.

Wed. 28th   At 9 o’clock I arrived at Mr Heaton’s in [Old] Burlington Street, after breakfast accompanied him to Devonshire House and saw His Grace of Devonshire, who asked me a few questions, saw the four youngest children of the Duke of Portland, who look very well. From thence we went to Messrs Denne and Co., where Mr Heaton transacted some business. Mr Denne appeared glad to see me, proceeded to Messrs Child and Co., where he also did some business. Mr Dent was pleased to pay me some flattering compliments on account of my regular remittances for the Duke of Portland, [I] accompanied Mr Heaton also to his Office in Lincoln’s Inn, where he gave some orders to his clerk. In our walk he informed me Mr Brown, agent to the Northumberland estate, was arrived from Newcastle to settle his accounts, he was much afraid this would turn out a very troublesome business, he thought Mr Brown had £6,000 in his hands and from what he could foresee he would return £10,000 of arrears on the estate, which he greatly questioned was not right. Returned with him to dinner at 4 o’clock, after which we entered on the business for which he had sent for me to town, he proposed to divide Mr Barker’s collection into several parts and began to class them into about 2 or £3,000 a year each, the collection of Wetton, Butterton and Throwley he intended to give to Mr Flint, about £1,700 per year. Hartington, One Ash, Meadow Place and Calling Low to me and my Son, about £2,800. Fairfield, Buxton, Ashford [in the Water], two Longstones, Blackwell etc. etc., about £6,000, to Mr Hall. Hardwick, Blackwell near ditto and all those places adjacent, about £2,500, to Mr Prime of Staveley. Chesterfield and Whittington, about £350, to be joined to [the] Welbeck collection. The estate at Pentridge [Pentrich] and that neighbourhood, likewise those about Brampton etc., about £1,400, to Mr George Barker. In all these arrangements he desired me to give my opinion, he observed he wished to put Mr George Barker in some situation where he could not possibly do any mischief, he had no opinion of his abilities and had better give him some salary to stay at home. He further requested me to take upon myself the management at present of the house at Chatsworth, where the family were immediately going. I informed him I had rather be excused, but at his request would exert my poor abilities for the service of His Grace of Devonshire, but should wish Mr Fletcher to assist me and be generally stationed at that place, which proposal he much approved of. This business kept us employed till about one o’clock in the morning.

August Fri. 6th   We was in the Office early this morning regulating the papers and looking over the accounts which Mr George Barker left us, found some salaries and payments extraordinary. Left Chatsworth at 10, Mr Fletcher accompanied me to Ashford [in the Water] and returned back to dinner, I dined at Mr Creswell’s and was confined by rain till 6 o’clock, arrived at Pilsbury at eight much wet and found my family tolerable well.

Sat. 7th   At home all day regulating my books, accounts etc. I was not much disposed to go out being very stiff with getting wet yesterday.

Sun. 8th   The day being very showery remained at home till the evening when I walked with Wife to the Isle of Man and found the young oaks much in want of weeding.

Mon. 9th   Left Pilsbury and came to Chatsworth at one o’clock, where I found the coach had just arrived from London with Mr Beard, house steward, Mr Barker, butler, Mr Gould, confectioner, with cooks, housemaids etc. Mr Beard unpacked the glass case and found 2 large pier glasses, value about £500, broke in pieces by the wagon being overturned, the owner of the wagon, Bright, is not able to pay [for] the damage. I introduced Mr Beard to Mr Fletcher and we chatted over the regulations etc. that was necessary to be made in the family, he appears a sensible man and understands the management of a family, chatted with Mr Fletcher about the proper mode of proceeding in his business, supped in the Steward’s Room with the servants and slept in Mr Heaton’s Office.

Tues. 17th   In the Office pretty early examining what Mr Fletcher had done and find he has no occasion for any assistance from Messrs Barker or any other person, but find a great number of superfluous horses and men about the place. At nine the Duke sent for me but [I] had not much conversation with His Grace as they were preparing to set out for Derby Races. He gave me leave to set a parcel of men to trench on Beeley Moor to prepare for planting, I informed him the road from Beeley Hilltop to the weather [guide] stone would be repaired, [he] said he should send over to Welbeck for Baker and Allfours when he came from the races. After breakfast I rode along with Mr Fletcher through several of the plantations which are injudiciously managed, some of the largest are cut for spring woods which ought to have stood for timber, and the reserves are left so thin they will be shaken to pieces and put out a number of lateral branches which will prevent them from growing to tall and large timber. Others about 10 or 12 years old are very full of firs and birch which overtop the oak plants and unless assisted must kill them in a few years. Returned to Chatsworth where we passed our time in the Office till dinner, after which I went to Mr John Barker at Edensor and paid him the rent for Pilsbury etc. due last Lady Day, chatted upon different subjects with him for two hours. Wrote to Mr Heaton giving him an account of the number of horses, 93, at Chatsworth, 12 of which are kept for servants about the house, likewise upon several other affairs. I find Mr Beard, house steward, and Mr Fletcher perfectly agree in their opinions respecting the management of the house etc., all the servants appear happy and upon friendly terms, [I] supped at 11 o’clock in the Steward’s Room, drank a few glasses of wine and went to bed, being tired with my ride and getting but a little sleep last night.

Fri. 20th   Mr Fletcher came here from Chatsworth this morning at ten o’clock, Lord William arrived at 12 with 2 servants and at one came Lady Charlotte and Mary, Lord Charles and Frederick in the coach attended by the footmen, Mrs Moss, governess, and Mrs Hutchinson, nurse, we walked about most of the day with the children. At six returned from Pilsbury my Wife, who has been there nearly six weeks, and left Son Joseph tolerable well, at home in the evening.

Thurs. 26th   Attending till noon upon John Shaw altering and repairing His Grace’s locks on the private drawers in the Library, received a letter from Mr Heaton, he wishes to have his venison from Thoresby the latter end of this week given him by Mr Glover, [I] wrote to Mr Clarke, parkkeeper, and sent a special messenger with the same. Son Joseph came this evening on a visit from Pilsbury.

Sat. 28th   Son Joseph went along with Mr Bullivant to Sheffield this morning and by mistake took the keys of the Office along with him, and I was oblige[d] to send Paul Orwin to Sheffield to fetch them back, this kept me out of the Office till 4 o’clock, employed myself by writing to Mr George Goodwin of Winster and Mr Henry Bowman. In the evening came Thomas Bassit from Mayfield to propose to build a cotton mill on my estate at Lowend, he delivered no proposals, but if I would suffer him to build he would leave the terms to me, or if I would build he would allow me 10 per cent for the money I laid out to be under his direction. I gave him no final answer but said I would look at the place and he should hear from me when I had determined.

September Sat. 4th   Mr Fletcher and Mr Travis went to Hardwick this morning about some fish, I left for Pilsbury and breakfasted at Mr Creswell’s and dined at home. Rode down with Son Joseph in the afternoon to Hartington and paid Mr Flint £240, which with the £260 he had received before makes the whole £500 on account of the buildings carrying on at Ecton, returned in the evening.

Sun. 5th   Mr Bowman and Mr Flint dined at Pilsbury. Rode in the afternoon along with Mr Richard Gould to visit Mr Henry Bomford at Blackwell, where we was met by Mr George Creswell. In a will made some time since he had left Mr Richard Gould and self executors, but his nephew, William Bomford, has ingratiated himself into his favour and Henry has made a fresh will, I expect by William’s persuasion, and left most of his fortune to him, to the loss of all his other poor relations, however I found he was sensible of what he had done and appeared satisfied in his situation, after giving him my sentiments upon the matter and advising him to act honestly, we left him apparently contented and happy, returned back to Pilsbury pleased we had got quit of the trouble of the executorship. Joseph Alsop came to Pilsbury from Leek.

Mon. 6th   William Bomford came over and I informed him of the debt owing to me by Henry Bomford, about £10, which he promised to pay in a short time, says Henry Bomford has left him his whole substance except £10 apiece to me and Mr Richard Gould and one guinea to Margaret Poyser, he promised to pay my debt before Christmas next. I informed him I should not accept of the legacy Henry had left me but wished for him to give it to some of his relations, if not I would after his death. At home all day in part regulating and balancing with Joseph Housley and my own books and affairs.

Tues. 7th   Joseph Alsop informed me he had an offer to have one fourth part of the ribbon trade with Messrs Sleigh and wished me to advance him £500, [I] informed him I should consider of the affair, he left this morning. At home all day regulating the remaining part of my Pilsbury affairs along with Son Joseph. Thomas Fogg was here from Hartington most of the afternoon.

Wed. 8th   Left Pilsbury this morning and went to Chatsworth to dinner, waited on Mr John Barker in the afternoon, he informed me he had collected about £2,000 from the tenants and paid it into Messrs Wilkinson’s hands, from which I found Mr Fletcher had drawn about £1,700 for current expenses and to pay bills owing to tradesmen etc. Walked and chatted with Mr Fletcher the remaining part of the day and found he was tolerable easy in his situation, supped in the Steward’s Room.

November Wed. 3rd   Rode along with Walkden to Carburton Forest and ordered him to get stubbed some gorse from five or six acres of land to be planted with ash, ordered him also to stub and clear about 2 acres of ditto in the New Park, to make a fence to keep out the hares from the young oak plants which they have begun to cut down, returned by Whinny Hill Plantation, where Robert Mee is cutting out some firs which injure the young oaks, in the afternoon assisted Mrs Hewitt to regulate and place the furniture in the rooms about the Stables preparatory to the servants coming with Their Graces of Devonshire from Chatsworth tomorrow. Last night Son Joseph came from Pilsbury and brought Mr Thomas Bannister from [King’s] Bramley, who had come on a visit to him at Pilsbury. About six o’clock this evening came the Duke of Portland from London.

December Fri. 10th   Received some little this morning, on casting up the book it only amounted to £62 0s. 11d. when our expenses was paid. Son Joseph met me and returned to Pilsbury, we came to Welbeck in the evening.

1785
January Tues. 11th   Regulated some affairs with Mr Fletcher in the Office and left Chatsworth about 1 o’clock accompanied by Mr Henry Bowman, we called and dined at Mr George Creswell’s at Ashford [in the Water] with Mr and Mrs Roe, Mr and Mrs Walter and son, Mr Naidall, Mr Winchester, Mr Needham and son etc. Left about 4 o’clock, I came to Pilsbury and Mr Bowman went to Hartington. I was not very well.

Wed. 12th   Mr Henry Bowman came to Pilsbury, and I prevailed upon him to go down to Hilton to know the reason Mr Rose does not pay his rent, gave him proper receipts and instructions for that purpose. Mr Flint of Hartington came up this afternoon and [I] informed him he might have £500 at Chatsworth for the purpose of carrying on his buildings at Ecton. Miss Bet Goodwin, Mrs Green and Mrs Melland called this afternoon. I can scarce walk for a severe pain in my back.

Thurs. 13th   Began this morning to regulate the cash and other books with Son Joseph to make out our yearly accounts and continued in that account all day.

Fri. 14th   Thomas Phillips came and in part balanced his accounts, [we] continued busy at the book the remainder of the day.

Sat. 15th   We was very diligent all day and begin to bring our accounts and books into order and form. A barn has been built at Park House this summer which has cost about £110. Considerable repairs have been done at the lower house at Ludwall which has cost about £40.

Sun. 16th   Joseph Alsop from Leek and Mr Creswell from Ashford [in the Water] came to dine at our house and stayed till the evening. Son William is over from Macclesfield School and has along with him his cousins Samuel and William Stone, Son William had a hurt of his leg by a fall but hope it will be no worse.

Mon. 17th   Balanced accounts with Edward Wooddisse and Thomas Phillips, finished our yearly accounts and books but find we have not gained so much as expectation, which we attribute to the housekeeping, and having too great a quantity of servants at Pilsbury. With the money laid out at Ludwall and Park House it is about £250 gained. Son Joseph agreed to make some alterations in future. I advised him to part with Miss Froggott and get another housekeeper.

Tues. 18th   Went this morning accompanied by Son Joseph to Frith Pasture to view the walls made by Woodward and Redfearn and to set out some others, but the day was so close and foggy that we could do no business, came down to Park House and viewed the new barn built this summer, it is 3 bays, holds 22 head of cattle with a dwelling for a labourer, it is a large barn, very useful and convenient. Viewed Messrs Oliver’s cotton works [at Glutton Bridge] but had not time to examine particulars. Dined at Longnor and saw a number of old acquaintance, being market day, stayed and spent the evening with Mr George Goodwin of Winster at Mr Johnson’s, returned home at 10 o’clock and found a parcel of letters from Welbeck, one of which says the Duchess of Portland is brought to bed of a dead child, but likely to recover. One from the Duke of Portland which will cause my return to Nottinghamshire.

Wed. 19th   Received a letter from Mr Heaton at Chatsworth wishing me to dine with him today at that place. I went accompanied by Son Joseph and dined with him, Messrs John and George Barker, Mr Fletcher, and Mr Wood, left in the afternoon and did some business in the Office, supped with Mr Heaton, Mr Waistell, Son Joseph and Mr Fletcher but entered on no business.

Thurs. 20th   Went to business this morning with Mr Heaton, he passed the accounts of his own estate at Marston [Montgomery], also those of the Duke of Portland for Brand’s estate, likewise the accounts of the Duchess of Portland and Lord George Henry Cavendish. He informed me he intended Mr Fletcher to stay at Chatsworth and I must have an assistant at Welbeck, but it was always intended Mr Fletcher should leave Welbeck as soon as I could do the business without him, and on that account I ought to find my own assistant, but the Duke of Portland proposed to give me £10 per year towards paying him, but he had told His Grace I ought to have £20. I informed him if I was to bargain I would not serve the Duke of Portland and give £14,000 security for £200 per year and find my own assistant, however he did not seem inclined to allow any more. This little affair I look upon as a pitiful manoeuvre, after I have exerted myself to the utmost of my power to serve His Grace and the considerable sums I have saved him since I came here. Mr Heaton had a variety of discourse with me on various subjects, and I really believe I may thank myself for not having the whole salary of an assistant allowed from interfering about Mr Fletcher’s going to Chatsworth, but be that as it will Mr Fletcher has always been very friendly and kind to me, and I do not repent my good offices to serve him. He informed me I should have Sutton in Ashfield and Chesterfield collections, for the Duke of Devonshire, and he would give Hartington etc. to Son Joseph, upon the whole we parted very friendly, agreeing to meet him at Buxton about the 3rd of February. I informed Mr Fletcher of part of our discourse, with which he was a good deal astonished. Son Joseph returned to Pilsbury.

February Wed. 2nd   Preparing and selecting the necessary papers for my journey tomorrow to take to Mr Heaton at Chatsworth. In the afternoon I paid all the labourers that have been planting on Carburton Forest and trenching in the Cowclose Wood. Son Joseph came from Pilsbury this evening.
Fri. 4th   Saw Mr Heaton this morning, he informed me Son Joseph was to have the Hartington collection with One Ash, Meadow Place, Calling Low etc., the salary £65 per year. He gave me Chesterfield and Sutton in Ashfield, salary £20 per year, and promised to send the rentals down as soon as possible. I informed him I was very content and much obliged to him for all favours. Different persons coming in on business, I left and did not see him till dinner at 4 o’clock. Mr Sanday from Holme Pierrepont and Mr Renshaw from Owthorpe came to me this afternoon respecting the enclosure of Arnold, but had not time to discourse on the subject. I consulted Mr Heaton what ground to take, he advised me not to intermeddle but make their application to Mr Cavendish, which I thought perfectly right. They supped with us and spent the evening conversing on different subjects till about twelve o’clock, when we retired to our different beds. Mr Renshaw’s oldest daughter accompanied him, they had stopped at Welbeck the preceding night.

Sat. 5th   This morning I had a long conversation with Mr Sanday respecting the Arnold enclosure. He informed me he was deputized by the freeholders to wait on me to agree upon terms for the enclosure, I informed him as Mr Sherbrooke and the other freeholders had corresponded with Mr Cavendish on that subject I could not with any propriety intermeddle in the affair, but promised to transmit any proposal to Mr Cavendish they would send to my hand, he intimated the landowners did not think 1/5 of the fields and 1/7 of the old enclosures and common so very high, but as those quantities had not heretofore been given, it was setting a bad precedent for future enclosures, and they had much rather give a certain portion of land of a yearly value to be laid out in lieu of tithes, he believed they intended to make an offer of £350 per annum. We parted about 12 o’clock, Son Joseph and I went to Pilsbury, where I dined, and proceeded on my journey to Leek, and arrived at Mr Hugh Sleigh’s about 7 o’clock, spent the evening with him, Messrs Samuel Sleigh, Mr Coap and Joseph Alsop.

Tues. 8th   I had some conversation with Mr Heaton this morning, he wished me to look after the land Mr Richard Wheeldon was ploughing at Cronkston, also what Mr Allwood was doing in that respect at Meadow Place. A dispute has arisen some time since between the Duke of Devonshire and Thomas Eyre Esquire of Hassop respecting the tithe of Bleaklow in the Lordship of Ashford, held by Mr Allwood. Mr Eyre claims the whole tithe and Mr Allwood says he is only entitled to 1/30 part as a domain. In order to settle this matter I proposed Mr Allwood should be restrained from ploughing, in which case Mr Eyre could demand no tithe and the difference would subside, to which Mr Heaton agreed. He also informed me Hartington Mill was out of lease and wished me to enquire what it was worth per year in order to put it on a fair value. He also desired me to divide and fix the rent of a farm at Fairfield between Mr Cotterill and Joseph Smith in possession of John Bradshaw, who has given notice to quit, he gave me to understand he would not wish the land [rent] to be raised but to fix it at the old value, in order to keep down the price of land about Buxton as they wished to purchase every conveniency about that place. He likewise desired I would apply to Mrs Goodwin of Biggin to sell His Grace some land near Buxton which belongs to her and Mrs Needham. He also wished I would attend to the encroachment in Hartington Parish. Left Buxton about 12 accompanied by Mr Waistell in Mr Heaton’s chaise and arrived at Chatsworth at 3. Dined with Mr John Barker at Edensor where there was Messrs Heaton, Denman, Wood, Mr John Barker of Bakewell, Mr George Barker of ditto and Mr William Bossley. Mr Heaton and I spent the evening at Mr Wood’s, when they canvassed over the affairs of the neighbourhood. Returned to Chatsworth at 12.

Fri. 25th   Entered the rents received on Wednesday and yesterday and regulated some other papers, assisted Mr Fletcher to examine the Welbeck establishment account which he is drawing out to the 31st of December last and which he has nearly finished, in the Office all day. Son Joseph came from Pilsbury this evening.

March Sun. 13th   Wrote to Mr Cavendish an account of my proceedings at Hilton. Left Ashbourne after breakfast, and dined at Mrs Goodwin’s of Biggin, discoursed with her and her daughters about the sale of their moiety of an estate near Buxton, which the Duke of Devonshire wishes to purchase, the other moiety belongs to a son of Mrs Needham of Perryfoot. They promised to consult Mrs Needham on the subject and did not appear to have much aversion to the sale thereof, [I] left in the afternoon and came to Pilsbury in good time and found my family well.

Mon. 14th   Went this morning accompanied by Son Joseph and William Poyser and viewed the Luddow farm, set out some new fences and some planting, but the season for that business has been so long and severe, and far advanced, we agreed it should be postponed till next autumn, after rambling over [the] greatest part of the estate returned home to dinner. Viewed in the afternoon the farm at Pilsbury, agreed to build a lime-kiln on the common near the upper ground, also to take off the upper part of the further Flatt from the lower by a wall, likewise to some improvements about turning [changing the direction of] a road at Pilsbury. Thomas Fogg spent the evening, and tells me his brother Edward is at Hartington for fear of his creditors.

Tues. 15th   Son Joseph accompanied me to Lowend, walked over [the] greatest part of the estate and considered of some little necessary improvements, but postponed them at present. Riley appears diligent and improves the estate, came back to dinner, and being much weary stayed in the house this afternoon and drew out some accounts and examined the books.

Wed. 16th   Settling some business with the widow of Thomas Wheeldon Junior, drawing out Miss Froggott’s accounts, who proposes to leave Pilsbury the latter end of this or beginning of next month. Mr William Bowman came here and spent the afternoon. In the evening agreed with Miss Froggott to quit Pilsbury the beginning of next month, settled some farming business with Son Joseph. Mrs Kinder agreed to stay till Son Joseph could procure a housekeeper.

Thurs. 17th   Left Pilsbury this morning and was accompanied by Son Joseph a mile beyond Monyash, called at Mr Creswell’s of Ashford [in the Water], he walked up with me to Mr Green’s to consult him about his property near Buxton, he was not at home, [I] went forward to Chatsworth, found Mr Fletcher tolerable free from the gout, he informed me the Duke of Devonshire’s people were prevented from going on with their buildings at Buxton for want of a small quantity of land of Messrs Needham and Goodwin, and Mr Carr had wrote to me to procure the same. On that account I agreed to stay all night and see Mr Green of Ashford [in the Water] tomorrow morning to consult with him respecting the premises. In the afternoon I walked with Mr Fletcher to view the oxen intended to be fed next summer, 27 in number, I do not remember ever seeing so many good cattle together at one time, I suppose 20 of them will next summer weigh 80 stone apiece. He is making great improvements in the Park by raising the stone and levelling the land. Spent the evening at cards along with Messrs Fletcher, Grove, Travis etc.

Tues. 29th   This morning Mr Prime of Staveley came here and brought me the rentals of the Hartington collection which Mr Maynard had brought from London, also those of Chesterfield and Sutton in Ashfield. He stayed and dined, chatted away the afternoon upon different subjects. Mr Dams from Basford dined here, and wished to have a few old trees for repairs of his house. Said the proprietors of Arnold would give Mr Cavendish £360 per year for the tithes laid out in land.

April Sat. 2nd   Examined all day the check papers with the rental with Mr Turner, which we completed and found out the mistake, which was a £1 10s. entered in the rental of James Tupman of Chesterfield and not received, which is very near the sum deficient. Examined the Derbyshire rental with a copy drawn out by Mr Turner for the collections Mr Heaton has given to me and Son Joseph of near £3,000 a year in Hartington, One Ash, Meadow Place, Conksbury, Youlgreave etc.

Mon. 4th   Writing answers to all the necessary correspondents for letters received on business or otherwise. Preparing and making ready all the papers and accounts relating to Edwinstowe respecting the division of land between Dayley, Turner and Doctor Aldrick, also the papers relating to Derbyshire affairs. I purpose to go to Edwinstowe and Mansfield tomorrow, and from thence to Castleton on the Duke of Devonshire’s business, and from thence proceed to Buxton and Pilsbury.

Fri. 8th   Went this morning and met Mr Cotterill and Joseph Smith at Fairfield, viewed a farm (late Bradshaw’s) to be divided between them. I found Mr Cotterill only wanted to have about four acres and a half, and Smith was to have the remainder, about 37 acres of old land and 37 acres of a common piece at 6s. per acre, £11 2s. per year. I did not fix the division rent, but proposed to deliver the same to them the first time I go to Buxton. Returned to Mr Isaac Wheeldon’s and dined with Mr Cotterill, Mr Hall and Mr Wheeldon being gone to Wormhill to let some church land belonging to the Revd Mr Bossley. After dinner I went to Pilsbury, where I found William Brindley in bed with a broken thigh by the fall of a horse yesterday, and was dangerously ill, the remaining part of the family was very well.  

Sat. 9th   At Pilsbury all day looking over some part of Son Joseph’s farm. I was a considerable time with William Brindley, who is very ill.

Sun. 10th   Left Son Joseph the rentals of his new collection and left Pilsbury this morning, came along with Doctor Melland to Bakewell, who had been with us all night. Dined at Chatsworth, and Mr Fletcher accompanied me to Welbeck, we called at Mr Prime’s and stayed a considerable time, which made it nine o’clock before we reached home.

Thurs. 14th   Mr Fletcher left this morning and went to Hardwick to assist Mr Prime in receiving rents. I examined along with Mr Turner our own Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire receipts, and made preparations and selected papers necessary for a journey to Newhaven to receive along with Son Joseph the Duke of Devon[shire]’s rents at that place.

Fri. 15th   Sent Mr Turner to assist Mr Prime in the receipts of his rents at Hardwick. I left Welbeck in the forenoon, and dined at Chesterfield, called at Mr Creswell’s of Ashford [in the Water] in my road to Pilsbury, where I arrived about ten o’clock in the evening.

Sat. 16th   Went this morning accompanied by Son Joseph to receive the Duke of Devonshire’s rents at Newhaven, we met Mr Micah Hall and a number of old neighbours, collected £268 15s. 6d. In the afternoon Mr George Goodwin of Winster came and I returned with him to Winster and stayed all night.

May Sun. 1st   Met Mr Smith of Mansfield at Chesterfield this morning, who went forward with me, we dined at Chatsworth and went to Pilsbury in the evening.

Mon. 2nd   This morning I accompanied Mr Smith to Longnor and walked down with Mr Thomas Oliver to his cotton mill [index: at Glutton Bridge], he gave us the privilege to examine every part of it, it is a curious piece of machinery, and [I] believe it is very different from Mr Arkwright’s plan in many respects. Mr Smith approved of it very much, and seemed to have a great inclination to purchase some frames. Mr Oliver returned with us to Pilsbury to dinner, Mr Smith went in the evening to Ashbourne. Son Joseph was gone to Stockport, I regulated the papers and receipts in order to receive rents at Buxton tomorrow.

Tues. 3rd   Accompanied by Son Joseph went to Buxton this morning and received £303 2s. rents for the Duke of Devonshire for the Lordships of Hartington, Meadow Place etc. Mr Hall was here receiving rents for His Grace in his collection. Spent the evening with him. Son Joseph returned to Pilsbury.

Thurs. 5th   This morning Mr Hall was sent for express to Mr Bagshaw of the Oaks on account of his indisposition. I endeavoured to purchase 12a. 2r. of land of Mrs Vernon of Fairfield, it is now let for £18 10s. per year, under lease for 5 years at Lady Day last. I offered her £525. She would not sell under £650. Mr Foxlow wished to have £100 per acre for his land and we did not agree. I endeavoured to settle Mr Longden’s lime account for Sticcow but was not able. Messrs Wheeldon and he made some proposals, viz. if Mr Heaton would permit the liming to be carried on according to bargain they would lay 3,000 load of lime in lieu of bad lime heretofore laid on, otherwise they was willing to give up their lease to the Duke of Devonshire. Sent their proposals to Mr Heaton for his consideration. Saw Mr Dodson of Mansfield, who arrived here this evening for the recovery of his health. Left Buxton this evening accompanied by Mr Richard Wheeldon of Cronkston [Grange], and went to Pilsbury in the evening fatigued with my journey and business.

Fri. 6th   Viewed the stock of cattle purchased by Son Joseph this spring, which come very high, examined some little of his farming etc. After dinner he accompanied me to Sheldon, we went over the farm late occupied by Mr Harris (by desire of Mr Micah Hall) in order to fix how the same is to be divided among different persons, after which Son Joseph returned home and I went down to Ashford [in the Water] and slept at Mr Creswell’s, Mr Bullock, Mr Robert Needham and Mr Naidall spent the evening there.

Sat. 7th   Accompanied by Mr George White I went and viewed Mr Harris’ farm at Ashford [in the Water] for the same purpose I had done that at Sheldon. On a proper consideration I am of opinion no great quantity can with propriety be separated from the house and buildings, one part that is situate beyond the marble works may be given to any other tenant, containing about - acres in the Lordship of Sheldon, and one close should be given to Mr Needham above the Arrock [Plantation] for a nursery for that place, all the other ought to be let with the house and buildings to one tenant, which makes a complete farm, wrote to Mr Hall my opinion of the business and came forward to Chesterfield, and informed Mr Gosling he is to be appointed coroner for the Hundred of Scarsdale instead of the late Mr Carter of Bolsover, left Messrs Wilkinson the cash collected at Buxton, and returned to Welbeck at 12 o’clock in the evening much wearied and tired with my journey.
A Diurnal from the first of June 1785 to the 21st of July 1788
June Wed. 8th   After breakfast I rode along with Mr Fletcher and viewed the stock about Chatsworth, which look tolerable well, we went to Cracknowl, where there is about 30 oxen feeding, which in general weigh from 65 to 80 stone each and a considerable number of them fat and worth about £20 apiece. From thence we went down to Ashford [in the Water] and dined at the Revd Mr Bullock’s, after which Mr Fletcher went to Chatsworth and I to Pilsbury.

Thurs. 9th   Went down to the Isle of Man with Son Joseph and found a plentiful crop of oaks from last year’s sowing, viewed Poyser’s farm [Ludwall], he appears rather slovenly. After dinner viewed the stock on Pilsbury farm which appears very well. The stock purchased this spring are very high and the pastures in general short of grass.

Fri. 10th   Entering and regulating the rental and papers with Son Joseph belonging [to] our collection for the Duke of Devonshire at this place and putting the affairs in proper order, which kept us employed all day. Son William came this evening from Macclesfield School.

Sat. 11th   Continued to regulate the different papers belonging [to] our collection and those of our own private affairs. Balanced accounts with Miss Froggott, who left Pilsbury on the 3rd instant. These affairs confined me at home all day.

Sun. 12th   Accompanied Son Joseph to Hartington Church this morning and heard a good moral sermon from the Revd Mr Bullock, he accompanied us back to Pilsbury and dined, when he went forward to preach at [Earl] Sterndale. Thomas Poyser dined here, and [I] kept him company part of the afternoon, regulated some papers in the evening.

Mon. 13th   Called at Mr Oliver’s in Longnor and found his father very ill and weak. Met Son Joseph at Park House. I found a new wall made by William Poyser which is only 5 foot high and very badly done, and of which I by no means approve, we went forward to the Frith and was there met by Redfearn and Woodward, staked out the remaining part of the wall to be new made between the Frith and Thomas Wardle’s farm, which they promised to finish before hay time. Returned through the Frith Pasture, which looks tolerable well, and came home to dinner at 4 o’clock. Chatted in the evening with Richard Riley and Samuel Pickering. Son William went this day to Chatsworth.

Tues. 14th   This being the day fixed upon for the general sheep washing of our own sheep and those of Mr Richard Gould, I attended them, the sheep appear tolerable well wooled and in good condition, several persons were thrown into the river [Dove] according to custom. Joseph Alsop called and dined with us, going out on a journey into the North. Finished regulating the papers and prepared for a journey tomorrow.

Wed. 15th   Left Pilsbury at ten o’clock, called on Son William at Chatsworth, where I found Mr Fletcher had been laid up a week by the gout, he is rather better but confined to his room. Son William accompanied me, we dined at Chesterfield and came home in the evening after a very disagreeable dusty ride.

July Fri. 8th   This morning Wife and Son William set out for Pilsbury attended by Francis Woodhouse to visit Son Joseph. I was at home all day examining my cash book and drawing out different expenses paid for the Dukes of Portland and Devonshire etc.

Sat. 9th   Continued and finished what I began yesterday. Received a note from the Duke of Portland to deliver his horse Siphon to the bearer, who I found was a servant of Mr Point. Francis Woodhouse returned from Pilsbury with the good account our people arrived safe and well there. Sent John Smith to bring some household goods from Wakefield yesterday, he returned this evening with only one part, having lost or left the other at Mr Elwick’s, [I] sent him to see how the affair was at Wakefield.

Thurs. 21st   Viewed the land round Chatsworth House, which is very neat and clean. After breakfast Mr Fletcher accompanied me to the top of Ballcross, he returned back to Chatsworth, I went forward to Pilsbury and found my family well. After dinner I viewed the haymakers and find they have got the Paddock and Barley Lands, the Five and Three Day Math are nearly dry, but the weather is showery. Viewed the Dale Mere which is nearly dry, and a great quantity of mud carried out. As I came along today I found the West Mere dry, a circumstance which has not happened before, since I knew the place.

Fri. 22nd   Thomas Noon came from Welbeck and brought me a letter from Mr Heaton, in which he informed me the Duchess Dowager of Portland died at Bulstrode on Sunday morning about 7 o’clock, he orders me to go into mourning along with Turner, Speechly and Walkden, for which an allowance is made of 10 guineas each. Viewed the haymakers and find a light crop, scarce a ton off an acre, the feeding cattle look better than expectation considering the very dry season and scarcity of grass.

Sun. 24th   Mr Fletcher from Chatsworth, Mrs and Miss Nancy Goodwin came here to dinner, the ladies returned back in the evening. In the afternoon walked to the Isle of Man with Mr Fletcher and Son Joseph, the young oaks grow well. Mr John Buxton came here, and he and Mr Fletcher stayed all night.

Tues. 26th   Left Buxton and rode along with Mr Fletcher, and a Mr Vicars of Mansfield, to the dam in the [Peak] Forest, Mr Keeling informed us there was plenty of carp in the same, we went forward to Tideswell in expectation to meet Mr Hall from Castleton, but he was not arrived, the two gentlemen returned to Buxton. Mr Hall arrived at 2 o’clock to receive rents for Mr Archer, [I] dined with him, and after a very friendly chat all afternoon on various subjects left him at 8 o’clock, and returned back to Pilsbury.

Wed. 27th   Viewed the haymakers in the upper ground etc. in the forenoon. Wrote to Mr Fletcher that Mr Hall had agreed he might have some carp out of Peak Forest Dam for Chatsworth, but Mr Bagshaw would keep the dam in his possession.

Thurs. 28th   This morning Mr James Booth came here from Middleton, walked with him to the Luddow estate etc., he approved of the planting, fences and improvement of the land. Agreed for him to build Mr Lingard of Blackwell a small porch before the back door, a place to put his calves in, a swine-cote and necessary house, which he promised to set about directly. He dined and spent the afternoon. In the evening Mr William Bowman came up from Hartington, we chatted over Mr Henry Bowman’s intended marriage with Miss Martha Goodwin, he appears rather cautious of his son’s engagement on account of a misfortune that happened in the family, viz. to her father, who hanged himself, but said he should do as he pleased. We agreed that a small piece of land is we suppose held from the poor of Hartington by Mr Wheat of Heathcote, which we thought necessary should be enquired into and if possible to bring Wheat to justice.

Fri. 29th   This morning William Billinge applied for a slate delf [quarry] in the Lordship of Hartington for 2 of his nephews, [I] promised to meet him on the premises the next time I went to Buxton. Examined the Duke of Devonshire’s rental, cash book, etc. and made preparations to go to Welbeck tomorrow. About 4 o’clock it began to rain and continued 2 hours, this was greatly wanted, the grass in general burnt up, the cattle greatly distressed for water and pasturage, which renders this seasonable supply very agreeable and acceptable. Wrote to Mr Fletcher and Mr Hall.

Sat. 30th   Rose at five intending to set out early, but was prevented by the heavy rain which continued till 4 o’clock in the afternoon, left Pilsbury soon after, stopped near an hour at Mr Creswell’s at Ashford [in the Water], went forward to Chesterfield where I arrived about 10 o’clock, and slept there that evening.

Sun. 31st   Left Chesterfield soon after six and came to Welbeck to breakfast. I found Thomas Noon was gone to Pilsbury with letters for me. Thomas Noon returned from Pilsbury in the evening, I found a packet of letters, among which was one from the Duke of Portland, and one from Mr Heaton respecting the alterations that was to take place on account of the death of the Duchess Dowager of Portland, which must be answered tomorrow.

August Sun. 7th   This day I received an invitation from Mr Speechly to take Mr Turner and dine there [index: at Speechly’s in the Gardens], I accepted of the same, and he gave us a good dinner with a pineapple, melon, gooseberries, currants, and grapes of three different kinds. Mr Skinner came to balance with me respecting the purchase of the little estate near Retford, and dined along with us, as Mr Skinner was a guest of mine I sent down a neck of mutton to Speechly’s. I believe this is the first time I have dined there since I came to Welbeck. Stayed part of the afternoon, in the evening Mr Skinner came and drank some rum and water at our house. This morning I sent Francis Woodhouse to fetch my Wife from Pilsbury. Balanced accounts with Skinner respecting the purchase I made of Outram of Ordsall.

Mon. 15th   Rode out in the afternoon with him and James Booth to Middleton, returned and slept at Chatsworth.

Fri. 26th   In the Office all day writing letters to my Derbyshire friends by William Brindley, who came here last night on his road to Pilsbury, having been towards Alfreton to endeavour to buy sheep for the winter, but had not succeeded. Mr Fletcher came here from Chatsworth this evening.

September Thurs. 1st   This morning I went to view Mr Cavendish’s estate at Scrooby in possession of Lord Galway. Mr Mitton, His Lordship’s agent, accompanied me over the same, it lies in three parts, considerably detached from each other, as His Lordship has no further occasion to hold the same on account of selling his own estate at Serlby, it should be let in three different parts. The old rent clear to Mr Cavendish was £94 4s. 8d. The value I put upon it is £121 15s., for which I make no doubt it will be let. Lord Galway has done great justice to the farm, the land and hedges are in very good order and condition. Dined at Mr Mitton’s along with young Goodday of Bawtry. I went to Bawtry to have seen Mr Hett but did not find him at home. Returned home in the evening. Son Joseph came tonight from Pilsbury.

Fri. 2nd   Kept Son Joseph company all day discoursing on Pilsbury affairs etc. Viewed the workmen at the Hall, walked to the New Park and viewed that plantation etc.

Mon. 19th   Left Welbeck soon after six o’clock and called on Mr Fletcher of Whitwell, who accompanied me, we breakfasted at Chesterfield, dined at 2 o’clock at Mr Goodwin’s of Winster, but did not find him at home. After dinner I saw the Revd Mr Steeple, who gave me the particulars of the tithe on a farm at Aldwark belonging to him, we went forward to Aldwark and viewed the land, and find it is worth about £3 per year, at 25 years’ purchase is £75. From thence we went to Biggin, Mrs Goodwin informed me Mr Sampson Wheeldon could not attend tomorrow at Buxton to meet me and Mr Hall. We proceeded forward to Pilsbury and found my family very well.

Tues. 20th   We left Pilsbury this morning and arrived at Buxton at eleven, Mr Hall came about one but no other person met us, Mr Hall sent over for Mr Samuel Needham, who promised to come in the morning. We lounged away the forenoon and did no business in the afternoon, went to the play in the evening and saw Hamlet, Prince of Denmark performed in a very indifferent manner by Mr Welch’s company.

Fri. 23rd   The rain continued this morning. I left Mr Hall and Mr Fletcher at ten o’clock and was terribly wet before I got to Pilsbury. Walked out in the evening with Son Joseph and Mr Richard Gould to view the place to build a lime-kiln, which I approved. William Poyser from Ludwall called, and showed an intention to quit his farm at that place and Park House, to which I had no objection, gave him till Sunday morning to consider of the same. Mr Green came from Ashford [in the Water] and wished to exchange some land of the Duke of Devonshire at Ashford [in the Water] for his part on Fairfield Common. Informed him that must be settled by Mr Heaton.

Sat. 24th   Viewed the corn at Pilsbury, which is very unkind [poor], saw part of the stock which looks very well. From thence I went and dined at Mrs Goodwin’s of Biggin, she informed me Mr Wheeldon would meet Mr Hall and Mr Needham at Buxton on Monday the 3rd of October. Mr Green was there and they all seemed willing the sale should be completed. Returned to Pilsbury in good time in the evening.

Sun. 25th   William Poyser came this morning and agreed to give up his farm at Ludwall and Park House, [I] sent for Samuel Pickering and offered him Ludwall, which he would consider of. I intended to have gone to Chatsworth but was prevented by rain, and he stayed all night.

Mon. 26th   Left Pilsbury this morning about seven, called at Chatsworth and saw Mr Fletcher, viewed his Irish cattle and appointed for our farmer [Walkden] to see them on Friday next. Dined at Chesterfield, which happens to be the Cheese Fair, where I stayed part of the afternoon, and returned to Welbeck in good time in the evening.

October Sat. 1st   Went out this morning to course in the New Park, found two brace and killed only one hare. Ann Hardwick came here from Thirk[le]by, and my Wife engaged her for a housekeeper to Son Joseph at Pilsbury at £5 per year, she is to be there on the 18th instant. Wrote to Mr Cavendish about his Scrooby estate etc. In the evening came Mr Fletcher from Chatsworth in his road to Retford. Samuel Pickering came from Slate House to take Ludwall farm.

Sun. 2nd   Let to Samuel Pickering all Ludwall farms along with Mrs Goodwin’s Croft from Lady Day next for the sum of £125 per year clear of all deductions, to lay on about one hundred horse-load of lime per year, to drain where occasion requires, to repair the old fences on the Derbyshire side, stub the gorse and be a good tenant in all respects. Mr Fletcher dined here and went afterwards to Retford. At home all day.

Sun. 16th   Went to Pilsbury this morning to breakfast, examined the receipts and papers for the rent day tomorrow.

Mon. 17th   Met Mr Hall at Newhaven at 11 o’clock, where he holds the court for the Manor of Hartington. Son Joseph and Mr Fletcher assisted me in the collection of rents, which amounted to £670 13s. 7d. I returned to Pilsbury.

Tues. 18th   Entered the rents, receipts and payments made yesterday which kept me confined till the evening.

Thurs. 20th   Left Matlock [Bath] this morning and came to Pilsbury to dinner, where I met Mr George Creswell, who dined along with us and stayed till eight in the evening, when he returned back to Ashford [in the Water].

Fri. 21st   Finished the remaining part of the entries on the Duke of Devonshire’s affairs, also settled with Son Joseph respecting the farming business etc. and some other affairs, which kept me at home all day.

Sat. 22nd   Left Pilsbury this morning, called at Chatsworth and found Mr Fletcher had got the gout in one hand, dined at Chesterfield, left my Hartington cash with Messrs Wilkinson and took London drafts for the same and for the cash received at Bolsover and Chesterfield, and came forward to Welbeck in the evening.

Wed. 26th   Viewed and gave directions about the water being stopped in the Pleasure Ground to make a head for a fish pond, wrote to Mrs Hewitt, Mr Fletcher, Son Joseph and my Wife, who is now at Pilsbury, which kept me employed till late in the evening.

November Wed. 30th   Breakfasted with Mr Heaton, after which we had some general discourse respecting my own and his engagements. I was to be at Buxton on Saturday to receive rents, where he promised to come that night. Left him in the forenoon and called at Ashford [in the Water] on Mr Hall, who was receiving rents at that place, from him I found no notice had been given to Son Joseph by Mr Hall of the Buxton rent day, consequently the tenants could not be prepared. Went to Pilsbury in the evening.

December Thurs. 1st   Examining the receipts and other papers preparatory to the receiving of the remainder of Hartington collection, and stayed in the house all day. This being the day of my birth I have completed my forty-sixth year, and through the mercy of God enjoy a tolerable good state of health, which enables me to go through the various employments wherein I am engaged in this transitory world, and in which I trust the Supreme Being will continue to direct and protect me.

Fri. 2nd   Son Joseph accompanied me to Chatsworth this morning where I found Mr Heaton, which enabled me to fix the Hartington rent days, viz. Newhaven for cottages [Monday] the 19th and Wednesday the 21st at Buxton, Mr Heaton appointed to be at Welbeck on Monday the 5th. Son Joseph returned home, I dined along with Mr Heaton and stayed all night, we chatted much on the Buxton and other affairs, he appeared much displeased at the general behaviour of the Wheeldons [index: at Buxton], Isaac having given notice to leave the Hall, he also complained a good deal of the indolence of Mr Hall and said he could get no law accounts from him. Went to bed at eleven.
Thurs. 8th   This morning we finished the memorandums and examined my year’s accounts, which we went through and signed, and he appeared greatly satisfied both with those of the Dukes of Portland and Devonshire, Lord George Henry Cavendish’s and his own. Mr Foxlow came from Staveley and passed his accounts, which consisted of very few articles. He then went on business with Mr Dowland about his Edensor survey, and blamed him very much for going in the spring into Cumberland, I never before saw Mr Dowland so much cut down and abased, he said but little in Mr Heaton’s presence but appeared after[wards] much hurt indeed. About two o’clock Mr Heaton left us on horseback to call on Sir William Boothby in his road to Hardwick, Mr Waistell and his servant Joseph [Franks] went in the chaise. In the afternoon I regulated the papers examined by Mr Heaton. Mr Heaton delivered me my appointment for the collection of Chesterfield and Sutton in Ashfield, and that of myself and Son Joseph for Hartington, Meadow Place, Conksbury etc.

Sat. 10th   I lounged about with Mr Carr till one o’clock, when I went to Mr Heaton, he informed me he was obliged to return immediately to London on account of the duties of the Pipe Office, [I] settled some memorandums, and he gave me leave to give up the Park House farm to a son of Thomas Needham of High Needham, and enter his name in the rental, on him paying me for the barn built there in 1784 and the fence walls then made, he set off for Chatsworth along with Mr Carr, and I returned to Welbeck in the evening.

Fri. 16th   Left Chatsworth after breakfast, Mr Fletcher also set out into Nottinghamshire to collect tithe rents for me at Retford, Mansfield etc. I called and dined at Mr Creswell’s of Ashford [in the Water], where a letter met me from Mr Heaton, desiring me to take a journey to Warrington to purchase of Mr Daykin the George Inn at Buxton, went to Pilsbury, where I found Mr Henry Bowman, we spent the evening together.

Sat. 17th   Left Pilsbury this morning and went to Buxton, sent for Mr Cotterill of Fairfield and made some enquiry about Dakin’s [Daykin’s] estate, from what I could learn it consisted of about 16 acres of old land at Fairfield and about 21 acres of common land all let with the George Inn. I also found he had a farm rented from Mr Isherwood of Marple, about 13 acres, which is let with the George to Philip Kinsey. The night came on and I agreed to stay at the Eagle all night. Wrote a long letter to the Duke of Portland at Bath.

Thurs. 22nd   Received some small rents this morning. When we came to balance I found we had collected the sum of £1,217 16s. 11d. We left Buxton about 2 o’clock, and came to the Frith to measure a new wall made by Redfearn and Woodward between that place, High Edge and Thomas Wardle’s farm, which was 261 roods at 3s. per rood, £39 3s. Came forward to Pilsbury, and Mr Bowman went to Hartington to set out for Shropshire tomorrow.

Fri. 23rd   Balanced accounts with the wallers for Frith Pasture and paid them, received some rents, entered and balanced the rental and accounts for rents received the previous days, which came very right. This kept me and my Son employed till nine o’clock in the evening before we finished.

Sat. 24th   Set out this morning from Pilsbury accompanied by Son William, dined at Chesterfield and exchanged my cash with Messrs Wilkinson for their drafts, came to Welbeck in the evening.

1786

January Tues. 3rd   [Welbeck] Son Joseph sent from Pilsbury by Thomas Goodwin ten young beasts which he left at Mr Fletcher’s in Whitwell to go out to straw in part, and the other he would keep himself.

Sat. 7th   In the afternoon I regulated and put into their proper places the Pilsbury papers.
Tues. 10th   Abstracted from my own cash book all the cash and particulars paid for the Duke of Devonshire since the year 1783 in order to put them in their proper place at Pilsbury.
Fri. 13th   Wrote to Lord Edward Bentinck, Mrs Hewitt, Messrs Ward, Bellon and Smith, made preparations for my journey into Derbyshire tomorrow, when I intend to set out with Son William to Pilsbury.

Sun. 15th   Left Chatsworth about 12 and came to Pilsbury to dinner, where we found Joseph Alsop and young Hugh Sleigh, they returned this evening to Leek.

Mon. 16th   Began to prepare the books and papers for settling the yearly accounts, but made very little progress today, Son Joseph had made little preparation.

Tues. 17th   Balanced accounts with Thomas Horobin relating [to] the taxes of the Frith, and drew out in part an account for the Frith, which have not been settled since we entered.
Wed. 18th   Finished the Frith accounts, but was hindered part of the day by Mr William Bowman being here. Received some rent of Mr Richard Gould, entered the accounts into the Duke of Devons[hire’s] rental and balanced some accounts with Son Joseph.
Thurs. 19th   Drew out a state of my travelling expenses for 3 years past on the Duke of Devonshire’s account and began to draw out the state of our yearly affairs of loss and gain the remaining part of the day.

Fri. 20th   Finished our rest book and find we have had a tolerable good year, having cleared about £250, we had not time to enter them properly.

Sat. 21st   Entered and finished all our Pilsbury and Welbeck accounts. Thomas Phillips came to balance Sheen stone pit accounts, he had left the last year’s accounts at home and we could not proceed, but deferred them to Thursday next when he is to attend.

Sun. 22nd   Mr Richard Gould and his wife, Mr William Gould of Hanson [Grange] and his sister Peggy and Miss Fanny Goodwin drank tea here. In the evening I entered my memorandums belonging [to] the Hartington collection and made preparation for my journey to Macclesfield tomorrow.

Mon. 23rd   Left Pilsbury this morning accompanied by Son William, we arrived at Macclesfield to dinner, where I met Mr Daykin and his son from Warrington to treat with him about his estate near Buxton for the Duke of Devonshire.

Wed. 25th   Saw Mr Daykin and offered either to purchase about 7 acres of land laying near the new Stables, or exchange for some of the Duke of Devonshire’s that lays to his own estate, he said he was under obligations to his brother at Warrington and could make no bargain without consulting him, but promised the Duke of Devonshire should have the refusal if he sold. Stayed and dined at Mr Wheeldon’s with Mr Longden and Mr Samuel Needham and went to Pilsbury in the evening.

Thurs. 26th   I intended to have left Pilsbury this morning but was prevented by the rainy day, entered the memorandums belonging to the Hartington collection and settled all my affairs of that kind.
Fri. 27th   Left Pilsbury this morning accompanied by Son Joseph to Monyash.

March Mon. 6th   Left Ashford [in the Water] after breakfast and went forward to Pilsbury to dinner, found Son Joseph tolerable well. I also found Son William, who had been obliged to leave Macclesfield School on account of a fever among the scholars.

Tues. 7th   Left Pilsbury accompanied by Son Joseph and went to Buxton where we arrived about 11 o’clock and found Mr Waistell.

Fri. 10th   This morning [Mr Heaton] went through the remaining part of my memorandums and gave me several instructions relating thereto and appeared in good humour. I stayed and dined with Mr Heaton about 4 o’clock and left him at 5 apparently much pleased and satisfied with my conduct in the various parts of business wherein I had been concerned. Arrived at Pilsbury about seven.
Sat. 11th   Detained this morning till after ten o’clock, when I left Pilsbury accompanied by Son Joseph nearly to Monyash, called at Mr Creswell’s and got to Chesterfield about three o’clock where I dined. Agreed with Mr Croft for Messrs Wilkinson to lend Son Joseph £100 for a few months.

Tues. 21st   [Welbeck] Son Joseph and William came from Pilsbury this evening.

Wed. 22nd   Son Joseph brought his books etc. for the Hartington collection, [I] gave Mr Turner instructions to draw out the yearly account. Stayed at home greatest part of the day with my Sons.

April Sat. 29th   Received one hundred guineas of Messrs Wilkinson and intended to have left Chesterfield and gone forward to Pilsbury this morning, but about eleven o’clock Son Joseph arrived, settled some little disputes about a cottage or two, and we stayed till the collecting was finished, which with that received at Bolsover amounted to £2,670 18s. 8d. Which with a £2,100 draft received from Mr Ginnever at Mansfield I sent in a letter to Messrs Child and Co., amounting together to £4,770 18s. 8d. Left Chesterfield about four o’clock and accompanied Mr Fletcher to the road that turns into Chatsworth Park. Son Joseph and self went forward and stopped a short time at Mr Creswell’s of Ashford [in the Water], where we saw Mr Renshaw of Owthorpe, after which we went to Pilsbury.

Sun. 30th   Walked with Son Joseph this morning to the Underwoods and viewed some cattle purchased this spring which are very good ones, the grass is short and he rather scarce of hay. Amy Froggott came and dined here. In the afternoon examined the receipts and regulated the papers for the rent day tomorrow.
May Mon. 1st   Accompanied by Son Joseph I went to Newhaven this morning where we met Mr Micah Hall to hold Hartington court, we received rents which amounted to £266 19s. 31/2d. Mr Hall went to Ashford [in the Water] and we returned to Pilsbury.
Tues. 2nd   This morning came down from Longnor Thomas Phillips attended by two bailiffs, who had him in custody for a debt for some timber, I lent him £21 5s. and set him at liberty. Examined the rental with the check papers which proved very right. Son Joseph entered all the rents and accounts and I regulated the cash book, which employed us [the] greatest part of the day.

Fri. 5th   [Ashford in the Water] Arose soon after six and came to Pilsbury to breakfast, after which Son Joseph accompanied me to Sheen where we met about 12 freeholders to examine what encroachments had been made in the parish, we found a number of small ones amounting in the whole to about three acres, we agreed that each person should pay for what they had enclosed, and the cash arising therefrom to be appropriated to the augmentation of the Free School, to which all present consented. I walked by the Brund with Mr Bowman and viewed his estate, which contains 55 acres and [is] let to widow Needham at £26 per year. Messrs Oliver and company have given up their scheme of building a cotton work[s] at the Brund Mill, which is now a ruinous place, returned home in the evening.

Sat. 6th   Mr Thomas Oliver of Longnor was here a considerable time today, the remaining part I entered my own accounts, diurnal etc. Son Joseph went to Macclesfield Fair this morning.

Sun. 7th   Went this morning to Hartington Church and heard the Revd Mr Bullock preach a sensible discourse from 5[th] chapter of St John’s Epistle and first verse. Dined with him at Mr William Bowman’s, called on Sally Goodwin, who is very ill and appears in a decline, called also on Mr Ralph Sterndale who accompanied me to Ludwall farm, viewed a piece of planting done by Son Joseph last winter, in and about the shore [Dove] opposite our own Ludwall house, which is well completed, viewed also the young oak plantation in the Isle of Man, which is two years old and looks very well, returned home in the evening.
Mon. 8th   Went to Buxton this morning where I met Mr Fletcher from Chatsworth, we received from the tenants in Hartington Upper Quarter £189 7s. 6d., he returned to Chatsworth and Mr Micah Hall came to receive rents in his own collection. Slept at the Hall.

Thurs. 11th   After dinner I left Mr Hall, Fletcher and Dowland at Buxton and came to Pilsbury, I was glad to get away from such extravagant living. Mr Hall invites so much company which he treats and makes it very expensive.

Fri. 12th   Examined with Son Joseph the rental and check paper for the cash received at Buxton, we found them right, which Son Joseph entered. I was detained till after dinner by heavy rain. About three o’clock I left, called on Mr John Barker at Edensor and paid him £9 15s. 6d. for arrears of rent I have at several times and of different persons for him, went forward to Chatsworth, where Mr Fletcher of Whitwell and Mr Dowland came this evening.

Mon. 15th   [Welbeck] Remitted to Messrs Denne and Co. £1,028 12s. 3d. on the Duke of Devonshire's account for rents received at Sutton [in Ashfield], Chesterfield, Hucknall [Torkard] and Hartington.
Thurs. 25th   [Nottingham] We returned home by the Forest road in the evening. On my arrival I found Miss Prime was fetched away on Tuesday, occasioned by the death of her mother, which happened very suddenly the day before. I found Son Joseph from Pilsbury.

Sat. 27th   Son Joseph left this morning and went to Pilsbury.

June Thurs. 8th   Francis Woodhouse returned from Derbyshire, and left Sally Broadhurst and brought Sally Gould. Received a letter from Son Joseph, who says his fever is returned and he is not so well as usual.

Fri. 23rd   Left Welbeck this morning about 6 o’clock and did not stop till I came to Chatsworth, dined with Mr Fletcher, and in the afternoon he accompanied me to Bakewell, and I came forward to Pilsbury and found Son Joseph went yesterday to Macclesfield Fair and was not returned, but arrived about 10 o’clock and was as well as usual. I found Sally Broadhurst here, Joseph having sent for her to assist him on account of the marriage of Mary Brindley and Joseph Charlesworth, two of his servants.

Sat. 24th   Our people are busy clipping sheep. Walked down with Son [Joseph] to the Isle of Man and find the young oaks grow very well but want weeding. Found several men uncovering Bonsall Barn, the timber having given way and must be put on afresh, and the tiling laid on again, at home the remaining part of the day.

Sun. 25th   Mr Fletcher came from Chatsworth, we walked to the Underwoods and viewed Son Joseph’s fat cattle, which appear to grow very well, he dined with us and we went in the afternoon to the Isle of Man and the new-planted piece [Ox Close Plantation] over against Ludwall house, he was of opinion they would grow well, he returned home in the evening.

Tues. 27th   Rode with Son Joseph round greatest part of Pilsbury farm and find he has limed most part of the Little Dale and made some other improvements, his stock looks very well. Mr Bowman of Hartington dined with us, Son Joseph and he went to Longnor Market, in the evening they returned with Mr Bright, a horse-dealer, who came to purchase a horse of Son Joseph but they did not agree.

Wed. 28th   Walked with Son Joseph to fix on a place to make a pool of water between the Flat and Middle Dale, viewed the corn etc. which looks very well. This was the day to finish sheep shearing, consequently [we] was at home in the afternoon, he made his workmen very merry and they did not part till near 2 o’clock in the morning.

Thurs. 29th   Confined at home in the forenoon by rain, in the after[noon] we walked down to Ludwall, viewed the house and returned home in the evening.

Fri. 30th   Rode this morning to Sheen stone pit, the road is made through the same, but will want raising, went forward to Lowend where we was met by Mr Bowman. Richard Riley was not at home, [we] viewed the farm, which he continues to improve. Mr Bowman went to Hartington and we returned home to dinner, in the afternoon [I] entered my accounts etc. On Wednesday morning died Sally Goodwin of Hartington.

July Sat. 1st   In the forenoon and part of the after[noon] regulated, placed in order and took an account of the little library at Pilsbury. In the evening walked with Son Joseph to the Underwoods, Bank Nooks, Flats, etc. The cattle appear to grow well, the Flats have been parched by the drought but are now growing, the Little Dale is well limed. Sally Broadhurst left this afternoon and went to Hartington to prepare to come to Welbeck.

Sun. 2nd   At 12 o’clock I received my letters from Welbeck and found Mr Heaton would not come before next week, Mr Unwin had also wrote to me respecting Mr Milnes having the refusal of Berry Hill, I found it would be necessary for me to return immediately to Welbeck, I left Pilsbury soon after, called at Chatsworth and Chesterfield and got to Welbeck about ten in the evening.

Thurs. 6th   Left Welbeck this morning accompanied by Mr Fletcher, we stopped at Chesterfield and viewed a fence between a Brown, tenant to the Duke of Devonshire, and Mr Hardy, who wishes to make a new fence, we could not properly ascertain the place where the fence was to be drawn but referred the same to Mr Maynard. After dinner we went forward to Chatsworth where I stopped a little, and went forward to Pilsbury and found Son Joseph from home.

Fri. 7th   Son Joseph came home this morning and we weighed his three year’s wool (assisted by Mr Richard Gould), which was 576 stone, we had a very hard day’s work.

Sat. 8th   At home all day. Sally Broadhurst came from Hartington, she stayed all night and we settled for her to go to Welbeck on Thursday next.

Sun. 9th   We also rode among the old lime heaps on Grin [Low] which Mr Heaton intends to enclose and plant, returned to Buxton to dinner 1/2 past 3 o’clock and I agreed to stay all night.

Mon. 10th   Left Buxton in the evening and got very much wet by going to Pilsbury, where I arrived about ten o’clock.

Tues. 11th   Son Joseph accompanied me to Lowend where we met Mr Richard Gould of Brownhill, Nicholas Kid and Thomas Phillips to agree about fleetering [paring] the banks of the River Manifold, I agreed my part should be done, as did Mr Richard Gould, but Nicholas Kid had no power to treat on behalf of Mr Henry Lomas, from thence I met Mr Heaton at Ecton, where Mr Greaves came on business of exchange of property between the Duke of Devonshire and Sir Henry Harpur. During the time they were on business I viewed a meadow and some tithes belonging to Mr Rowland Gould of Macclesfield, which he wished to exchange with the Duke of Devonshire for land at Butterton, but as Mr Heaton had settled some tenants on that land it would derange their schemes and he could not exchange, but requested me to inform Mr Gould the Duke of Devonshire would purchase at a fair valuation his tithes and land. Mr Greaves did not come with full power to treat with Mr Heaton and they parted without doing any business.

Thurs. 13th   Mr Fletcher and I left Chatsworth half past five o’clock, I called at John Rooth’s of Chesterfield and purchased of him 100 load of beans for Mr Fletcher of Chatsworth and 50 ditto for the Duke of Portland at 12s. 6d. per load. I got to Welbeck a little before 11 o’clock and found Sally Broadhurst had arrived this evening, and that Mrs Gould went to Pilsbury yesterday.

Thurs. 20th   Left Welbeck this morning about ten o’clock, dined at Chesterfield, called at Chatsworth and arrived at Pilsbury about ten o’clock in the evening, I found my family well with Son William and William Stone from Macclesfield.

Fri. 21st   Viewed Son Joseph’s haymaking and find they have got the Paddocks, Five Day Math and Barley Lands, and are going on very well. Mr Bannister came from [King’s] Bramley in the afternoon and wished to borrow of me £200, which I promised to lend him, viewed the feeding cattle in the Underwoods which grow well.

Sat. 22nd   Walked down to Ludwall with Son Joseph and Mr Bannister and viewed the plantations, they grow tolerable well in general, kept Mr Bannister company the remaining part of the day and he stayed a second night.

Sun. 23rd   Left Pilsbury this forenoon, dined at Chatsworth, and Mr Fletcher accompanied me to Welbeck, on our road we called and drank some ale with Mr Prime at Staveley.

August Sat. 5th   Wrote to Wife, Son Joseph and Mr Creswell, to send over by Francis Woodhouse who goes tomorrow morning with a mare and foal to Pilsbury.

Mon. 7th   Yesterday I sent Francis Woodhouse over to Pilsbury with my mare and foal and expect him tonight.

Sun. 13th   Called on Mr Fletcher of Whitwell, who was to accompany me to Buxton, we called and dined at Chatsworth, where I had some chat with Lord George Cavendish, His Lordship said the Duke of Devonshire was confined by the gout in London, but would be at Chatsworth as soon as better, he also informed me Lord Titchfield has been ill but was got better. There appears a considerable number of servants arrived at Chatsworth, among which is five fiddlers, who lodge at Philip Melton’s, much company is expected as soon as His Grace arrives. After dinner we proceeded on our journey and arrived at Pilsbury in the evening and found my family very well.

Thurs. 17th   [Buxton] We intended to have gone to Pilsbury but Mr Hall insisted of us staying all night, we went down to St Ann’s Hotel, kept by James Hall, when it came out it was Mr Micah Hall’s birthday, we was eight or nine in company and drank about ten bottles of wine with which Mr Micah Hall treated us, went to bed about eleven, we had most of us had plenty of liquor.

Fri. 18th   Mr Hall slept long this morning, it was near one o’clock before the bill of expenses etc. was settled, when we parted. Mr Hall went for Castleton and Mr Fletcher and Mr Flint accompanied me to Pilsbury, where we arrived about three to dinner and spent the afternoon, we was prevented from walking out by the rain. Son Joseph has finished his hay, but there is a considerable quantity to be got in the country which is taking injury by the wet season.

Sun. 27th   [Welbeck] Frank [Francis] Woodhouse set off for Mrs Gould to Pilsbury.
September Fri. 15th   In the afternoon Sally Broadhurst came up to our house and balanced accounts for her over [past] time at Welbeck and the time she was with Son Joseph at Pilsbury.

Sat. 23rd   Left Welbeck in the morning, dined at Chesterfield, ordered some rum, brandy and wine for Pilsbury and some rum and brandy for Welbeck from Messrs Wilkinson, found Mr Fletcher at that place and accompanied him to Chatsworth, the Duke and Duchess are there, the Duke of Dorset and other company. The house is full of company, [I] drank a few glasses of ale, and went forward to Pilsbury where I arrived at 9 o’clock, the family just gone to bed.

Sun. 24th   At home in the forenoon, I attempted to have walked up into the upper ground, but was not able on account of being reduced much from the loss of blood by the piles. In the afternoon walked to the Castle Hills and rode to the Paddock with some difficulty. Daniel Broadhurst came here and I appointed a list of the juries for the freehold and copyhold for the next court at Newhaven.

Mon. 25th   Rode over the upper ground, the pastures are bare and rather full of stock. The crop of corn is tolerable good, part of it got, the other part not fit for carrying. Confined at home in the afternoon by rain. Visited Mr Richard Gould this evening and drank some indifferent ale.

Tues. 26th   Called on Daniel Broadhurst at Heathcote 10 o’clock this morning and rode round the cottages at Heathcote, Biggin and the adjacent places to take an account of the encroachments that had been lately made and not entered into the Duke of Devonshire’s books. I found only some small affairs and a little house or two, all which I took an account of. Dined with Mrs Goodwin and family at Biggin, called and stayed an hour with Mr Bowman and came home before dark, Mr Ralph Sterndale and Mr Richard Gould spent the evening with me.

Wed. 27th   This morning I went up to High Needham and took an account of some encroachments made by Thomas Cocker and Mr Isaac Wheeldon, proceeded to the Street, where I met John Redfearn, examined those in that neighbourhood and came forward to [Earl] Sterndale, where I found a number of small little affairs taken in, all [of] which I took an account of. Dined at 2 o’clock with Mr Lomas of Glutton, and in the evening viewed and took an account of the new erections and enclosures at Crowdecote, among which are Thomas Chapman, John Yates and Joseph Briddon etc. Returned to Pilsbury in the evening.

Thurs. 28th   On examining my Son [Joseph]’s cashbook I found he had omitted entering his accounts for 4 months, I was determined to have them regulated, we accordingly set all day to the same but could not finish, he went in the evening to get some cash from Thomas Fogg, he brought me word that several people were about purchasing the Pool Hall estate of Mr Firchild.

Fri. 29th   Slept little last night from considering about the Pool Hall estate, set out this morning and took a cursory view of the same and immediately determined Son Joseph should go into Shropshire to hear Mr Firchild’s terms, I instructed him to purchase at £1,200 if he could get it on no better terms, parted with him about 10 o’clock in the Mill Lane and went to collect cottage rents at Newhaven, where I received £26 10s. 7d., they paid very well, Thomas Fogg kept the check paper, Mr Bowman and Mr Fidler dined and spent the afternoon with us, returned home in the evening and compared the check, cash and rental and found them perfectly right. Samuel Pickering came here and he appears to approve of the Ludwall farm.

Sat. 30th   Drawing out the expenses of a barn built at Park House in the year 1784 and regulating some other of Son Joseph’s accounts. Mr Lomas of Glutton came to dinner and [I] delivered [to] him the vouchers and account of the barn at Park House, amounting to upwards of £133, which he is to repay me on account of delivering up and giving him possession of that farm at Lady Day last. In the evening wrote some memorandums for Son Joseph which kept me up till 11 o’clock.

October Sun. 1st   Left Pilsbury this morning, called on Mr Fletcher at Chatsworth, who intended to go to Retford Fair, we dined at Chesterfield and arrived in good time at Welbeck in the evening, he went to Norton Feast, and I went to bed at 10 fatigued with my ride.

Fri. 6th   Received a letter from Son Joseph from Stone dated 3rd of this month, in which he says he has purchased the Pool Hall estate (38 acres) of Mr Firchild for £1,100. The cash to be paid at Lady Day next. Wrote [to] Mr Waistell an account of this purchase and one made of Thomas Brindley at Warslow for £820. Did very little other business, not being well.

Wed. 11th   Wrote to Messrs Royds for payment of Pilsbury wool etc.

Sat. 21st   [Chesterfield] Mr Fletcher continued to receive rents and I made preparation for my journey to Pilsbury. My horse came from Welbeck and I left Chesterfield after dinner, when I got to Ashford [in the Water] I found myself fatigued and stopped at the Revd Mr Bullock’s all night, who gave me a friendly welcome.

Sun. 22nd   Left Ashford [in the Water] this morning and accompanied Mr Bullock part of his road to Hartington, I went to Pilsbury to dinner, Son Joseph went to dine at Sheen Wakes along with Thomas Buxton. In the afternoon I prepared the papers and receipts for the Newhaven rent day tomorrow, which kept me close employed.

Mon. 23rd   Met Mr Fletcher from Chatsworth and Mr Hall from Castleton, who held the court, we received rents all day which amounted to £746 13s. 6d. Mr Hall and his clerk Mr Buxton accompanied me and Son Joseph to Pilsbury, where they stayed all night.

Tues. 24th   Walked along with Mr Hall to the Castle Hills and various parts of our farm, Mr William and Henry Bowman came to dine with us accompanied by a relation and we spent the afternoon together, Mr Hall agreed to stay another night. In the evening I assisted to regulate the rental and other papers, Messrs Bowman went to Hartington.

Wed. 25th   Packed up my cash etc. Set out after breakfast and Mr Hall accompanied me to Ashford [in the Water] where I left him and came forward to Chesterfield. Left my cash with Messrs Wilkinson for which I took drafts along with that received the preceding week. I found a Mr Gould, confectioner of Chatsworth, at Chesterfield who accompanied me this evening to Welbeck.
November Mon. 13th   In the evening I found Son Joseph here from Pilsbury.

Fri. 17th   Son Joseph left this morning for Pilsbury though the weather was rainy. Wed. 29th   Left Chesterfield soon after ten o’clock, [it] rained all the way to Ashford [in the Water], called at Mr Creswell’s where I found Mr Micah Hall, Mr Creswell and him went to dine at Mr Bullock’s and I accompanied them, and went to Pilsbury in the evening and had a tolerable fair ride.
December Sun. 3rd   [Buxton] Intended to have returned to Pilsbury this morning, but the day was so violent wet durst not venture out. Settled with Mr Hall about the title of Mr Firchild to the Pool Hall estate, which he agreed to accept as a good one, the deeds to be prepared and the money to be paid at Candlemas next. In the evening I left Buxton and had a wet ride to Pilsbury.

Mon. 4th   Received of Mr Richard Gould £122, the remaining part of his Lady Day [Pilsbury Grange] rent.

Tues. 5th   Mr Flint of Hartington breakfasted here and [I] paid him my mine reckoning for Elkstone [Ecton?], £9 0s. 7d. Son Joseph went to Longnor Market and I regulated part of the Duke’s papers.

Wed. 6th   Finished regulating the Duke’s papers, wrote to Mr Richard Wheeldon and Mr Burdakin about paying arrears of rent and received some trifling rents. I endeavoured to settle Son Joseph’s cash book, who had been negligent for some time past, but was not able, however he promised to put them right immediately.

Sun. 17th   [Welbeck] Gave Joseph Danby orders to set out tomorrow morning to fetch Son William from Pilsbury, the weather clearing up.

Sat. 23rd   Consulted Dugdale’s Warwickshire respecting Pilsbury and found several affairs belonging the same.

1787

January Fri. 12th   [Bawtry] Mr Danser produced a petition to Parliament, which I did not choose to sign without consulting Mr Heaton on the subject. I left them at 5 o’clock accompanied by Thomas Walkden, who had been at Walkeringham to view some cattle of Son Joseph’s at straw, and arrived at home about 8 o’clock. Son William left us this morning to return to Pilsbury and Macclesfield School.

Sat. 27th   After discoursing with Mr Fletcher on various subjects I left Chatsworth at 12 o’clock, the roads were much frozen and hobbly [uneven] which prevented me reaching Pilsbury before three. I was rather fatigued with my ride and did no business this afternoon.

Sun. 28th   Intended to have gone to Buxton this morning, but the day being snowy and the wind high prevented me, and I did not arrive at that place till between 5 and 6 o’clock.

Mon. 29th   Rose tolerable early this morning and reduced my business I had to transact with Mr Heaton into writing. After breakfast with Mr and Mrs Heaton she retired, and he gave me answers to all the questions proposed and our business was soon finished. Dined at James Hall’s at St Ann’s Hotel with Messrs Hall, Hobson, Chambers and Waistell, intended to have returned to Pilsbury, but the day proving wet I agreed to stay a second night. Mr Heaton sent for us all up to the Hall, where we drank tea, after which we played at commerce [card game] with Mr and Mrs Heaton and a Mrs Gould from near Loughborough. Supped and drank some wine afterwards and parted before 12 o’clock, they went to the Crescent and I to bed, having first taken my leave of Mr and Mrs Heaton. Mr Heaton informed me he could not stand work very well and would postpone his journey into Nottinghamshire till about Lady Day, when he would examine my accounts.

Tues. 30th   Stayed and breakfasted with Messrs Waistell, Hobson and Chambers, Mr Hall not being up, but saw him after and we agreed about the deeds being prepared about the purchase of Firchild’s and Brindley’s estates, and that Joseph Gould and William Buxton should go to Burlington [Burlton] in Shropshire to pay for Firchild’s estate in February. I took my leave of them and came to Pilsbury to dinner. Wrote to Thomas Phillips to come over to balance accounts, also to William Poyser for the same purpose. Son Joseph took the letters to Longnor and I stayed at home to examine the ledgers etc. in order to balance the last year’s accounts.

Wed. 31st   Mr Oliver came from Longnor this forenoon and stayed till after dinner. Mr Flint called from Hartington and paid me £3 6s. on account of stone sold from Sheen pit to Ecton Mine and Wetton. Let John Allen his farm at Pool Hall from Lady Day next till Lady Day 1788 for the same rent he has paid to Mr Firchild, about £28 per year, he is to leave the manure on the premises if he should quit at that time or whenever he leaves the place. Began to examine our yearly accounts. In the evening William Poyser came from Boothlow and we balanced the accounts of rent, materials carrying to Park House barn, and all other affairs, which kept us rather late.

February Thurs. 1st   Mr Lomas of Glutton came and paid the expenses of building a barn at Park House, which amounted to upwards of £130. I admitted him tenant and gave him possession of that farm from Lady Day last, 1786. Balanced accounts with Thomas Phillips respecting the Sheen stone pit and find we are a considerable sum out of pocket. We finished our year's balance of accounts, but find there is not that considerable sum saved that was expected, however it amounted to upwards of £200. This kept us late, and had a long chat with Richard Riley afterwards.

Fri. 2nd   Settled and regulated our business for some time to come, stayed and dined with Son Joseph, he went to view some cattle of Thomas Phillips' at Leek and I went to Chatsworth in my way home, where I slept this evening.

Sat. 3rd   Left Chatsworth this morning accompanied by Mr Fletcher and came to Chesterfield, paid Messrs Wilkinson some bills and cash I had received of Son Joseph, and ordered them to provide £1,100 in bank bills against the 17th instant to pay for Mr Firchild's estate. Left Chesterfield after dinner accompanied by Mr George Barker and Mr Skinner to Whitwell, and came to Welbeck in the evening and found the family well.

Tues. 27th   In the evening came Son Joseph from Pilsbury.

Wed. 28th   In the afternoon stayed at home chatting with Son Joseph about our Derbyshire business, he informed me he had been with William Buxton in Shropshire [Burlton] to pay for Mr Firchild’s estate of Pool Hall, but when they came to examine the deeds they was not drawn right on account of wrong instructions being given, and they returned back without doing their business.

March Thurs. 1st   Son Joseph left us this morning and returned to Pilsbury.

Mon. 19th   Wrote to Mr Hall of Castleton about Brindley’s purchase at Warslow, and the time of his holding Hartington court.

Sat. 31st   Mr Turner left this morning on his journey to Castleton and Pilsbury.

April Wed. 4th   Mr Turner returned back from Castleton and Pilsbury, and informs me Son Joseph was gone into Shropshire to pay for the Pool Hall estate and did not return before last night, also that Mr Hall had not prepared the deeds for Brindley’s estate at Warslow, however he left the cash at Pilsbury.

Sat. 7th   Son Joseph and William came here from Pilsbury to dinner on a visit till Monday.

Mon. 9th   Son Joseph went this morning but left his brother William behind him, who is to accompany his mother to Pilsbury in a few days.

Thurs. 12th   Son William left here this morning and went to Pilsbury accompanied by my Wife, who is gone over for a few days on her own business, about altering gowns etc.
Tues. 17th   Mrs Gould returned from Pilsbury this evening.

Thurs. 19th   [Chatsworth] Self and Son Joseph dined with Mr [and] Mrs Heaton and Mr Kendall, after which my Son returned to Pilsbury. Mr Heaton sat 3 or 4 hours chatting after dinner with me and laid open a variety of matter belonging [to] the families of both Dukes, he complains much of the expenditure of the Duke of Portland respecting his income, and says he is living too fast, he also says the Duchess of Devonshire lost at play last year 30 or 40 thousand pounds, which he is now borrowing to pay the same, he appears to hide nothing from me.

Fri. 20th   We signed the accounts for the Welbeck establishment and I laid before Mr Heaton my memorandums etc., a number of which he determined, [I] left Chatsworth at 12 o'clock, called on Doctor Melland of Bakewell where I dined and spent the afternoon, and went to Pilsbury in the evening.

Sat. 21st   This morning I assisted Son Joseph to copy and examine some affairs Mr Heaton had left us respecting the Lordship of Hartington, which kept us employed all day but did not finish. Mr William Bowman came and stayed part of the afternoon along with Thomas Fogg, who had returned from Stafford on Thursday evening having had a trial with Longnor respecting the family of Mrs Wheeldon and her children, and had thrown them upon Longnor. We sat up working till twelve o’clock.

Sun. 22nd   Settled with Thomas Brindley respecting the time of payment for his Warslow estate etc. and left Pilsbury at 12 o’clock, called on Mr Creswell at Ashford [in the Water] and he accompanied me to Chatsworth, where I dined with Mr and Mrs Heaton and Mr Kendall. Supped with Mr Heaton, he gave me orders to employ Dowland to survey Meadow Place, One Ash and Calling Low etc., which must be valued and [rents] raised before Lady Day next. He also ordered for Mr Renshaw and Son Joseph to value the tithes of Chelmorton, Flagg, Monyash and those held by Messrs Goodwin and Milnes etc. this present summer. Took my leave of Mr and Mrs Heaton and Mr Kendall (who is going to collect rents at Wetton tomorrow morning), but I expect to see Mr Heaton at Chesterfield on Tuesday, where he goes to dine with Mr Maynard and takes Mrs Heaton along with him.

Mon. 23rd   Left Chatsworth at 8 o’clock and came to Chesterfield, where Mr Turner had arrived a short time before me, we received rents all day assisted by Mr Naul, Messrs Wilkinson’s clerk, we received but a small sum today occasioned by the Chesterfield tenants, who pay small rents. Balanced accounts with Messrs Wilkinson respecting the collection of Hartington etc. for self and Son [Joseph], and we owed them £103 2s. 6d.
Tues. 24th   Mr Heaton and Mr Kendall called on me and gave me some instructions relative to some money I am to receive of Mr Flint [Hartington] and lodge the same at Chesterfield, took my leave of Mr Heaton.

May Fri. 4th   [Welbeck] I intended to have gone to Pilsbury today in order to have collected rents at Newhaven tomorrow and Buxton on Monday, but as no advice has been received of the bills sent up to London on Saturday last, I did not think it prudent to leave home, and sent Mr Turner to assist Son Joseph in the receipt of rents, and he went this morning.
Tues. 8th   Mr Turner returned from Pilsbury and Buxton tonight, also came along with him Son Joseph from Pilsbury and Mr Henry Bowman out of Shropshire.

Fri. 11th   In the evening Mr John Renshaw called and slept here on his road from Sheffield to Owthorpe, [I] gave him orders to value the tithes along with Son Joseph of Chelmorton, Flagg, Cowlow, Monyash, Youlgreave and some others in the collection of Mr Hall.

Thurs. 17th   [Chatsworth] At 12 o’clock we went to Ashford [in the Water] to dine with Mr Hall, where we found him receiving rents, we spent the afternoon with him among other company, viz. Messrs Creswell, White, Bullock etc. Mr Fletcher returned to Chatsworth and I went forward to Pilsbury.

Sat. 19th   [Buxton] Mr Hall received rents, I stayed and dined with him and returned to Pilsbury in the evening, where I found Mr Samuel Sleigh from Westwood, we spent the evening together and sat up chatting rather late.

Sun. 20th   Walked with Mr Sleigh to the Underwoods and viewed Son Joseph's feeding cattle, he appears to have got some good cows. Mr Bullock called and dined on his road from Hartington to [Earl] Sterndale. In the afternoon Mr William Bowman, Mr Ralph Sterndale and Mr Richard Gould came to see me and stayed till the evening, we accompanied them to Ludwall and viewed the young oaks in the Isle of Man, they grow very well but Son Joseph has neglected the weeding, but I think they will get through it.

Mon. 21st   Son Joseph went to Ashbourne Fair and received Mr Heaton’s Marston [Montgomery] rents. I stayed at home all day and did very little business, not being very well. Mr Samuel Sleigh left this morning.

Tues. 22nd   Regulated with Son Joseph the Duke of Devonshire’s rental and other papers which kept us employed till afternoon. In the evening we walked through Pilsbury farm which I found tolerable neat and the stock in a growing condition.

Wed. 23rd   Left Pilsbury this morning, Son Joseph accompanied me to Bakewell, where I found Mr Fillingham receiving the Duke of Rutland's rents, went forward to Chatsworth where I dined, and found Mr Fletcher went yesterday to Hardwick. Stopped an hour at Chesterfield and paid Messrs Wilkinson on our Pilsbury account £40 and Mr Heaton's rents £47 13s. 10d., for which I took a draft at a month, came forward to Welbeck about nine in the evening, where I found Mr Fletcher, who had arrived here before dinner this day.

June Mon. 11th   Wrote a long letter to Mr Pegge of Whittington respecting the particulars of Pilsbury Grange, wrote also several other letters.

Sun. 17th   In the evening Son Joseph came from Pilsbury and I chatted a long time with him in the evening.
Tues. 19th   Son Joseph left here for Pilsbury this morning.

July Sat. 7th   Walked about with Mr Renshaw till after two o’clock when Mr Bettinson and Mr Padley arrived, after dinner came Son Joseph from Pilsbury and we spent a very agreeable afternoon together and they all slept here.
Mon. 9th   Son Joseph left this morning and returned to Pilsbury.

Sun. 22nd   This morning at seven o’clock Mrs Stone and her son left us accompanied by Mrs Gould, who all went in a chaise together. Mrs Gould would leave them at Baslow where horses would come to convey her to Pilsbury, Son William accompanied them but went on horseback, Mrs Stone has been here six weeks all but two days, she came on the 11th of June, she is a very good-humoured woman and has appeared happy during her stay.

August Thurs. 2nd   Sally Broadhurst came up and slept here last night, she goes this morning to visit her friends at Hartington, Francis Woodhouse accompanies her to Brampton where she expects her brother to meet her, they left here soon after seven o’clock.

Sun. 12th   In the evening about nine o'clock Sally Broadhurst returned home from visiting her friends in Derbyshire, she had been wet in the morning, and being late she slept here all night.

Tues. 21st   In the afternoon I wrote to Son Joseph to tell him Mr Renshaw would be at Pilsbury the 29th or 30th instant to value tithes.

September Wed. 5th   Preparing horses etc. to fetch Mrs Gould home, about ten o’clock Son Joseph came from Pilsbury (but last from Chesterfield Races) and wished his mother might stay another week on account of Pilsbury Wakes being on Sunday next.

Thurs. 6th   Son Joseph stayed till after twelve this morning, when he returned for Pilsbury.

Thurs. 13th   Sent Joseph Danby with Ann Brindley to Biggin in order to bring Mrs Gould back tomorrow.

Fri. 14th   Soon after six o'clock Mrs Gould arrived very safe and well from Pilsbury where she has been nearly eight weeks.

Tues. 18th   Signed several notice papers [rent collection] and enclosed them with a letter to Son Joseph at Pilsbury.

Sat. 22nd   Thomas Horobin came over here from Glutton Bridge in Derbyshire with a request from Mr Melland of [Glutton] Harley that he might be again admitted tenant to that farm under the inspection of Horobin, I could only inform him that as Mr Heaton had admitted Messrs Lomas and Wheeldon tenants, his consent must be obtained before any alteration could take place, and I would inform him when I met Mr Heaton at Buxton, he slept here all night.

October Thurs. 4th   Chatted a considerable time with Mr Renshaw, and found the tithes that he and Son Joseph had been valuing at Monyash, Chelmorton, Flagg etc. would bear a considerable improvement.
Sun. 21st   [Chesterfield] I went forward to Chatsworth, where I found Mr Fletcher confined by the gout, chatted two hours with him and dined at the Steward's Room table with about 12 servants, stayed an hour with Mr Fletcher after dinner, and went forward and arrived at Pilsbury 7 o'clock.

Mon. 22nd   Regulated my cash account and finished my diurnal for the last week in the forenoon. In the afternoon I assisted Son Joseph to examine receipts and make preparation for Newhaven rent day tomorrow.

Tues. 23rd   We met Mr Hall at Newhaven, he held the court and we received rents all day, but did not cast up the check. Left about 6 o'clock, Mr Hall and William Buxton came with us to Pilsbury to sleep tonight, and we spent an agreeable evening.

Wed. 24th   Mr Richard Wheeldon and Mr Thomas Lomas came and paid their year's rent, they dined and stayed till near 9 o'clock in the evening with us, Richard Wheeldon got into liquor and behaved beastly, Mr Hall and William Buxton drank freely and sufficiently before they went to bed.

Thurs. 25th   Thomas Fogg, his brother Edward and wife came up here and Mr Hall passed a surrender before Mr William Bowman and myself (two copyholders) to Joseph Gould of Sheen of 1/5 part of the late Grace Millington's estate at Hartington. Mr Bowman dined here and stayed till evening. Mr Richard Gould paid his rent, and I assisted Son Joseph to compare and cast the rental and check but could not make them agree with the cash, worked till near 12.

Fri. 26th   I intended to have left this morning but we began again to examine the cash and books, it was too late to think of leaving before we finished, however the cash and receipts agreed, which made me more comfortable, and I wrote a number of letters to different persons to give notice of Buxton rent day, 22nd November. Our receipts since Tuesday morning amounted to £1,660 8s. 3d. exclusive of the out-payments.

November Tues. 20th   Left Ashford [in the Water] and arrived at Pilsbury to dinner, Son Joseph was gone to Longnor Market, he returned in the evening accompanied by Mr George Goodwin of Winster, we spent a very social evening and he slept here this evening.

Wed. 21st   Mr Goodwin returned to Winster and I left Pilsbury and went to Buxton, I found Mr and Mrs Heaton had arrived there on the Saturday before.

Sat. 24th   I was a long time in conversation with Mr Heaton this morning, he was very free open and candid, he purposes to come to Welbeck before he leaves the country, on which account I troubled him with very little business. Gave Humphrey Adams orders to proceed in his draining on some land after the side of the River Wye in possession of Mr Edmund Wheeldon. Dined along with Mr Wheeldon and family, after which Mr Hall took a chaise to Castleton and I returned with Son Joseph to Pilsbury.

Sun. 25th   Regulated the rental and check paper, which exactly agreed, Son Joseph entered the receipts etc. in part but did not finish. We spent the evening chatting about our own business.

Mon. 26th   Finished entering and examining the entries etc. in the forenoon, left Pilsbury about one o’clock, Son Joseph accompanied me to Bakewell and I went forward to Chatsworth, where I found Mr Fletcher tolerable well recovered from the gout, Mrs Grove had got company, viz. Mr and Mrs Walter from Bakewell, Mr, Mrs and Miss Cock from Chesterfield, and Mr James Grove and his wife, I supped with them and retired soon after. Mr Heaton had given me a key of the private papers in the Audit Room at Chatsworth in order to search for a survey of Meadow Place, One Ash etc., which I found and took away. Sealed the key in paper and directed it for Mr Heaton to the care of Mr Fletcher.

Tues. 27th   After chatting with Mr Fletcher on various subjects I left Chatsworth at 12 o’clock, dined at Chesterfield and remitted from thence to Messrs Denne and Co. £2,573 12s. 7d. on account of our Hartington collection. Paid Messrs Wilkinson £500 which I had brought for Mr Hall. Arrived at Welbeck at 8 o’clock that evening.

Fri. 30th   Answering a few letters in the forenoon when Mr Fletcher came from Whitwell to dine with me, I agreed he should set out on Monday next to value Meadow Place, Calling Low, One Ash and Conksbury.
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January Sat. 19th   Left Welbeck at 11 o'clock with Son William, dined at Chesterfield, where we found Mr Fletcher and went with him to Chatsworth, and immediately Mr Heaton sent for me, we agreed I should go forward to Pilsbury in the morning, fetch some papers that would be wanted, and meet him at Conksbury on Monday morning at 11 o'clock in order to look over Meadow Place and other farms.

Sun. 20th   Mr Smith came from Mansfield, to inform me that Sir Richard Arkwright had greatly reduced the price of his cotton twist, and he apprehended Messrs Huish and Robinson would put too great a value on the mill, machinery etc. without [unless] either Mr Heaton or I interfered, I informed Mr Heaton and he said we could not intermeddle in the matter. I left Chatsworth with Son William about 12 o'clock, and arrived at Pilsbury to dinner about three, and found Son Joseph at home. In the evening I selected the papers I should have occasion for. Son Joseph packed up Son William's clothes in order to go to Macclesfield School tomorrow morning. 

Mon. 21st   Left Pilsbury soon after nine, Son Joseph followed me. I met Mr Heaton on the top of Conksbury Lane. We immediately entered Mrs Blore's farm at Calling Low, which we viewed, containing 323a. 0r. 17p. of land, proceeded to One Ash and rode over the greatest part of it. This farm contains 806a. 2r. 28p. Both these farms are in good condition and order, particularly One Ash. Mr Bowman has limed a considerable quantity of land and is preparing to continue his improvements. We next rode over the Meadow Place farm, which contains 743a. 0r. 8p., and is indeed a complete farm laying together in a ring fence, but the tenant Mr Allwood has a large quantity of good land in tillage, and has laid other parts down in very bad order and condition, and is injuring the estate to a great degree. We also viewed some small farms in possession of Mr John Bowman, Stayley, Jones and Wades. Jones' is poor and in bad order, the other small farms are tolerable well. We came by Rowsley to Chatsworth, where we arrived between 4 and 5 o'clock to dinner. I found Mr Fletcher from Whitwell, Mr Dowland, and John Taylor from Norton. After dinner Mr Heaton saw John Taylor, and he refused to perform the carriage work for the intended new erections, and it was agreed he should hold his farm this present year with all the Forest of Norton, on giving security to be under the direction and management of Mr Fletcher of Whitwell, and to quit at Lady Day 1789. It was agreed by Mr Heaton I should build a house and other conveniences on the premises now held by John Parkin, and also to drain and make some improvements on the land, and Parkin might hold his present farm another year on giving such security as was agreed to be accepted from John Taylor. On the whole I am of opinion Taylor has behaved very foolishly and against his own interest in this transaction, and I think will be the first man who will repent.

Wed. 23rd   I produced my accounts of the estate late Mr Brand's which Mr Heaton examined and signed, and I remitted the balance (£477 6s. 9d.) to Messrs Denne and Co. to be placed to the account of John Clementson Esquire. Wrote also to Mr Clementson that I had passed my final account with Mr Heaton and remitted the above balance. Mr Heaton also took into consideration some of my memorandums, but did not finish them. He agreed I should send for the tenants of One Ash, Calling Low and Conksbury to come here on Friday morning next to agree for their farms, [I] wrote to them and Son Joseph to come down on that morning at 11 o'clock. The interval between dinner and supper I chatted away with him, discoursing of the Duke of Devonshire's and Portland's affairs. He appeared to be distressed to know how to manage the Meadow Place farm, for he was certain he should not do justice to the Duke of Devonshire by suffering Allwood to continue tenant, and if he turned him out he might want bread. I made a motion to allow him something yearly for his life, to which he totally objected, and said he would never pension a man for ruining his farm. What method he will take remains undetermined. Messrs Dowland and Fletcher went to Ashford [in the Water] to value an exchange of land there, and some premises at Pilsley between the Duke of Devonshire and Mr John Barker of Bakewell, and to set out a little exchange between His Grace and Mr George Creswell which should have been done by Mr Hall, but [was] neglected.
Fri. 25th   John Ball from Scaldersitch came to claim the tenant right of Biggin Grange farm, Mr Heaton heard his petition, but as the farm had been more than twenty years in possession of another tenant (Mr William Fidler) he thought John Ball's claim a very unjust and unreasonable one, and dismissed him with saying he could not remove the present tenant. Messrs Bowman, Blore, Stayley, Jones and Wades came to take their farms. He treated with them separately, I was present, along with Mr Thomas Fletcher and Son Joseph who came for that purpose. The tenants appeared pleased with the advanced rent, and not one of them required an abatement. Mrs Bowman's rent was fixed at £242, Mrs Blore's at £84, Mr John Bowman's at £34, Andrew Stayley £24 and an additional rent of 10s. per year for a house built by Stayley and claimed as his own, John Jones £9, and Stephen Wades £5 per year. After Mr Heaton had finished this business we rode over the Birchill farms in occupation of Wild, Noton, and Woodhouse. The land is chiefly of the value of 12s. to 17s. per acre. Wild is a tolerable good farmer and his land in good condition, but both Noton and Woodhouse neglect their fences, plough wide, and are bad farmers. I advised Mr Heaton to allow an annuity to Woodhouse, and take his farm and lay it to Wild. Returned back to dinner. Son Joseph spent the evening along with us, and Mr Heaton engaged him to assist Mr Flint in receiving rents at Wetton on Monday, and on Tuesday and Wednesday to assist Mr Chambers to receive at Chatsworth for Mr Kendall.
February Sun. 24th   Left Chatsworth with Mr Fletcher, we dined at Mr Creswell's of Ashford [in the Water]. Mr Fletcher returned back and I came forward to Pilsbury. Mr Creswell accompanied me nearly to Monyash. I found Son Joseph out and he did not return till 10 o'clock.

Mon. 25th   Walked down to Ludwall with Son Joseph and find he is assisting Samuel Pickering to drain the May Field. Viewed the young oak plantation in the Isle of Man, which grows very well. Viewed those also on the Staffordshire side, part grows well, and the other part does not. Samuel Pickering appears to manage his farm very well. This morning I sent over [for] Mr Samuel Sleigh from Westwood, who came in the evening. I offered him the Meadow Place farm, which he refused, giving this reason, that his brother was dead, and he had fixed his two oldest sons in trade at Leek, he thought it more prudent to stay at Westwood to watch their conduct and assist them with his advice. I informed him the rent, he said it was not too high, and had it happened two years since he should with pleasure have accepted it.

Tues. 26th   I have agreed with Daniel Parker Coke Esquire and Mr Richard Coke of Derby to exchange a little land with them in possession of John Bull and Richard Riley near the Lowend. Mr Samuel Sleigh and Mr John Wardle are fixed upon to settle the exchange. Mr Sleigh and Son Joseph went to call on Mr John Wardle to complete the business. They returned to dinner, and agreed the exchange, which Son Joseph measured, but supposing Mr Coke might think his survey partial, he sent over for a Mr Kid, who measured the land, they differed a few perches. Kid agreed to stop all night and survey the same again tomorrow morning. Spent a very agreeable evening with Mr Samuel Sleigh and Mr John Wardle.

Wed. 27th   Son Joseph and Mr Kid went to Lowend and measured again the parts intended to be exchanged, they perfectly agreed that each part to be exchanged was 2a. 0r. 22p. Mr Sleigh signed the exchange and left at 12 o'clock. In the evening I balanced accounts with Richard Riley, but did very little other business.

Thurs. 28th   Left Pilsbury this morning and met Mr Micah Hall at Peak Forest at 10 o'clock. He was there regulating and fixing the tenant right to some farms. Balanced accounts, and paid him the difference between [the balance and] a note I gave him the 24th of November last of £28 6s. 2d. for two bills for conveying Firchild's estate at Pool Hall and that of Brindley at Warslow to the Duke of Devonshire. He was very friendly and conversant. We dined at Mr Keeling's, where I left him and went to Mr Edmund Wheeldon's at Buxton, and slept there all night.

Fri. 29th   Saw Mrs Gould from Ashbourne, who was greatly dissatisfied with the enclosure of a piece of land on Grin [Low] near Buxton, which Mr Heaton has ordered to be taken in for planting. She appeared determined to cause it to be pulled down, or use some other violent means.

March Sat. 1st   Rode this morning with Son Joseph and Mr Edmund Wheeldon into the Frith Pasture, where we was met by James Woodward, Humphrey Adams and Theophilus Norton to treat about the lime-burning for that place, but as there was no stone pits open we could not come to any regular determination. Ordered Woodhead [Woodward] to make a trial for stone immediately. Gave Humphrey Adams orders to drain the part that lays next to High Edge as soon as he could leave Buxton. We went down to Haslin House and was met by Mr Coapland and Mr Logan. Mr Wheeldon keeps a room there for his own use. He gave us some good broiled hung beef and eggs with ale and spirituous liquors, we spent the afternoon there, and returned to Pilsbury in the evening.

Sun. 2nd   James Gould and Joseph Wardle came here from [Earl] Sterndale, who have been pulling each other's cottage down. It appeared that Gould was the aggressor. I could only recommend for them to be peaceable, for I should advise no one to encroach. Son Joseph went to Hanson [Grange] and offered Mr William Gould the Meadow Place farm, which he agreed to view. Mr Creswell came here from Ashford [in the Water] and stayed till it was dark. Sent a servant with him part of the road home.

Mon. 3rd   This morning we began to regulate and enter the books in order to make the yearly balance. Son Joseph has been negligent of late by not entering his cash book regularly. We went through part of the business, but found all the accounts in great disorder and confusion.

Tues. 4th   Continued to balance the different accounts, which kept us employed all day. In the evening Mr George Goodwin of Winster came here from Longnor. We spent a very cheerful evening, and he slept here.

Wed. 5th   Messrs Thomas and William Gould viewed the Meadow Place farm yesterday, and came here this morning to know the rent etc. After a variety of discourse on the subject they wished to have till tomorrow morning to consider of the matter, which I granted. Examined the entries in the rental with the checks, which proved right. Continued our examination of the books etc. the remaining part of the day.

Thurs. 6th   Mr William Gould came over from Hanson [Grange] this morning and declined the offer of Meadow Place farm. I think it is very probable we shall have some difficulty to find a suitable tenant before Lady Day. Entered and balanced the accounts of Frith Pasture and employed myself very close all day in regulating the books and papers. Son Joseph has been very diligent for some days. About twelve o'clock the rest book was completed, and I had the satisfaction to find we have got a tolerable increase the last year. I left the remaining books for Son Joseph to post, and finish his cash book, which he promised to perform, for I had been so long absent I thought it necessary that I should return to Welbeck as soon as possible.

Fri. 7th   Left Pilsbury this morning, I had some difficulty in getting to the turnpike road for a deep snow, I then found it tolerable travelling, dined at Chesterfield, and arrived at Welbeck about 8 o'clock in the evening, and found all very well.

Tues. 11th   Son Joseph came over from Pilsbury accompanied by a Mr Brownson of Parwich and a Mr Buxton of Ballidon. Brownson wished to take the Meadow Place farm, but I declined giving him an opportunity by saying it was under promise. They slept here all night. Son Joseph brought his accounts for Mr Turner to assist him to make out.

Fri. 21st   I was fully employed all day in writing letters to Son Joseph, Mr Renshaw, Mr Rodes, Mr Greensmith, Mr Maynard, Mr Edmund Wheeldon, Richard Bland etc. Ordered Thomas Walkden to go to Pilsbury tomorrow morning, and gave Son Joseph orders to offer the Meadow Place farm to Mr Wild. Francis Godley was this day buried.

Sun. 23rd   Sent for Thomas Norman to the Office. He has some time since kept a kind of lurching terrier, and I had given him notice to part with it, he did so for some little time, but since has got it again. I informed him as he would not be conformable to my directions, I could not keep him, accordingly I paid him his wages, £5 13s. 4d., and sent him about his business. I was fully employed all day with entering copies of letters and writing others. Thomas Walkden returned from Pilsbury and left Son Joseph well, who writes [to] me he shall send Wild over to Welbeck.

Sat. 29th   Left Welbeck soon after 9 o'clock and came to Chesterfield. I expected and found Mr Fletcher and Mr Turner receiving cash for the last year's sale of wood at Barlow etc. Mr Mather (among a number of other persons) attended. He has for some years past purchased the cord-wood in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire, that in Derbyshire at 10s., and that in Nottinghamshire at 9s., per cord. He observed it was more plentiful than usual and could not afford to give that price, on being questioned what he would give, he fixed 10s. for that in Derbyshire, 8s. for Welbeck, and 7s. per cord for Mansfield and Clipstone. I left the bargain to be made to Mr Fletcher, who said he would not think of taking that price. It was at last agreed that Mr Fletcher should make enquiry and try if he could sell it for more, if he could not Mr Mather would take it at those prices. This and some other little business prevented me leaving Chesterfield till five o'clock, I was accompanied by Mr Fletcher, he turned down to Chatsworth, and I came forward to Mr Creswell's of Ashford [in the Water], where I had appointed Son Joseph and Thomas Gregory of Longstone to meet me about the Meadow Place farm. I informed Gregory Mr Heaton thought that farm cheap in its present situation, and he must not be surprised if it was looked over again and valued in the course of four or five years. I informed him the tenant was to pay all taxes and outgoings, and if Mr Heaton called for an article respecting the management of the farm Gregory was to enter into all proper and customary agreements of that kind, and the rent was fixed at £335 per year from Lady Day 1788. He wished me to promise him to put the buildings into good repair, to this I could only say I would represent the matter to Mr Heaton and he must do as he pleased. He said he should leave everything to us entirely, and would accept of the Meadow Place at the rent and terms I proposed, and I let it him accordingly. William Bright was with him but did not hear the bargain, Son Joseph was present. He was obliged to go to the accounts of the overseer of the poor at Hartington and left us immediately. Gregory and Bright stayed some time after. It was now grown late and I agreed to stay all night, and slept at Mr Creswell's.

Sun. 30th   I proposed going with Mr Bullock to Hartington Church this morning, but on enquiry found he went to [Earl] Sterndale. I went alone to Hartington intending to have gone to church, but was too late. Son Joseph came down, we dined at Mr Bowman's, Mr Allwood came there in the afternoon about the miners trespassing on the Bleaklow, I appointed to meet him at that place on Wednesday next. Returned to Pilsbury in the evening.

Mon. 31st   Called on Mr Flint at Hartington soon after 10 o'clock, he accompanied me to a small estate near Warslow (late Mr William Gould's of Ashbourne) which they intended to sell by auction at Thomas Mather's, a public house on the premises. The estate consists of a dwelling house, stable and barn and about ten acres of land, and is let at £14 a year exclusive of the tenant building the house, which cost £106. Mr Davenport of Ashbourne attended along with the auctioneer, Mr Moss from Derby. Mr Davenport put up the estate at £525, very few persons attended. We all thought it was too high and no person would advance one shilling. Mr Davenport said he had instructions from Mrs Gould that if the estate would not be sold at that price she would take it herself at £525. I informed him I would give £500 and no more, he would not sell it at that price. We sat together most of the afternoon, I returned with Son Joseph to Pilsbury in the evening without doing any business. Went up to Mr Richard Gould's and chatted half an hour with them.

April Tues. 1st   By appointment we were to have met John Woodward at the Frith at 10 o'clock to have agreed about burning lime for that place, but the forenoon was so exceeding wet and windy I did not venture out. Woodward came down and we fixed for them to meet on Saturday morning. I sat in the house all day regulating and placing in order all the papers belonging to the Duke of Devonshire's collection.

Sun. 27th   Left Chatsworth in the forenoon and arrived at Pilsbury half past two o'clock. Found Son Joseph at home. Examined the receipts and made preparation for the rent day tomorrow.

Mon. 28th   Accompanied by Son Joseph I went to Newhaven this morning, where we met Mr Hall. Mr Henry Bowman from Knockin came there and assisted in receiving rents. The tenants were few that attended, consequently but a little cash was received, but the court was crowded with persons that had no business. We left about six o'clock, Mr Hall, Mr Buxton, [and] Mr Isaac Hall, with the chaise boy and horses, accompanied us to Pilsbury.
Tues. 29th   Yesterday Mr Hall appointed a number of the Wetton tenants to come here this morning to receive cash for some tithes purchased of them by the Duke of Devonshire. They all came and was paid. Son Joseph went to receive rents at Buxton and Mr Henry Bowman accompanied him. They only received about £200. Son Joseph went forward to Lancaster Fair. Mr Bowman returned back and brought the books and cash with him. In the afternoon I walked down with Mr Hall and his company to the Isle of Man, the young oaks appear to grow well. We went down to Ludwall, the face of the country looks green and pleasant.

Wed. 30th   Mr Hall got up this morning about ten o’clock, soon after eleven we all left Pilsbury and I accompanied him to the West Mere. He went for Buxton and I turned off for Welbeck accompanied by Mr Henry Bowman. We dined at Chatsworth and he came with me near to Brampton, where we separated. I called at Chesterfield and left my cash with Messrs Wilkinson, and arrived at Welbeck at ten o’clock in the evening completely wearied and not very well. Indeed to keep Mr Hall company would soon injure my health. He drinks freely and does not wish to go to bed before one o’clock in the morning, and would not willingly rise before eleven or twelve the next day. He professes great friendship for me, and says he would not by any means advise me to bring up Son William to the law, but would rather advise me to take him into my own office.
June Fri. 13th   Saw Mr Heaton this morning and he fixed upon Mr Fletcher to do business with, Mr Heaton called in me to assist, which I did in examining Mr Fletcher's accounts etc. Mr Fletcher finished with Mr Heaton a little before 4 o'clock, we all dined with him along with Son Joseph and Mr Cruso, attorney-at-law from Leek. In the evening we walked into the plantation on Corbar, they in general shoot very luxuriant and grow well. In the evening Son Joseph returned to Pilsbury.

Sat. 14th   Mr Fletcher left us this morning. Mr Heaton went to business with Mr Prime, I assisted them till they had finished, which was about two o'clock. Mr Prime and myself dined with Mr and Mrs Wheeldon, Mr Heaton dined at the public table. About five o'clock Mr Prime left Buxton with me, and came through the Frith Pasture, where Son Joseph is busy liming, there is only one kiln, which draws about 100 horse-loads every day, and they appear to lay on nearly 300 load of lime on every acre. Humphrey Adams is draining some of the boggy part, but I am in some doubt whether it will answer our expectation. From thence I brought Mr Prime down by Dowall, [Earl] Sterndale and Crowdecote and came to Pilsbury. I found Son William was arrived from Macclesfield School and was gone with his brother to Ashbourne, they did not return till rather late.

Sun. 15th   Mr Prime returned home this morning, he intended to have stayed another night, but could not contentedly on account of an attempt having been made to break into his house the evening before he left home. Thomas Phillips came here, I walked down with him to Ludwall, viewed some swine-coats etc. building for Samuel Pickering. Went through the plantation in the Isle of Man, I am of opinion the oaks do not grow so well as they heretofore have done. Entered my accounts, diurnal etc., and prepared the necessary papers for my journey to Buxton tomorrow.

Mon. 16th   Left Pilsbury this morning and arrived at Buxton soon after ten. Mr Heaton was riding out but returned immediately. He examined and signed two years' accounts for the Hartington collection, examined also one year's accounts of Gringley [on the Hill] and Hucknall [Torkard], but did not sign it on account of his dinner being ready, after which he does no business. Walked up with Messrs Richard and Edmund Wheeldon, Mr Richard Goodwin and others, they were going to surrender Mr Melland's estate (which they held in trust) to Mr William Barker, called at Mr Isaac Wheeldon's, and rambled about in other places in and about Buxton. The innkeepers complain that their guests are very slow in coming this year and that the town is thin of company.

Thurs. 26th   Laid my memorandums of various business before Mr Heaton, all of which he decided upon. Son Joseph came up to Buxton along with Mr Smith of Mansfield this morning, Mr Smith went forward to Manchester. I left Buxton with Son Joseph, accompanied by Mr Heaton, about 12 o'clock, we rode to the Frith and viewed the liming and draining, [of] which Mr Heaton appeared to approve, but wished we would push the improvements as fast as possible. Mr Heaton returned back to Buxton, and I came forward with Son Joseph to Pilsbury.

Fri. 27th   Left Pilsbury this morning accompanied by Son William, dined at Chesterfield, we stopped a little at Mr Prime's of Staveley, and came to Welbeck in the evening.

July Sun. 6th   Made several appointments with Mr Renshaw for taking into consideration the enclosure of Arnold, meeting at Pilsbury to view part of the Lordship of Hartington etc. in August next, he left in the forenoon. The Revd Mr Steele (son-in-law to Mr Walkden) preached at Cuckney and most of our people went to hear him. In the afternoon Robert Punch brought me a letter from Mr Heaton at Chatsworth saying he should be at Hardwick this evening and wished to see me, I went and found him there soon after eight o'clock, we had a good deal of conversation on different subjects but entered on no business, Mrs Heaton and Miss Kendall was along with him with all their servants.

Sat. 12th   Went and viewed the house building in Welbeck Carrs, and find the masons have got to the square with walling and the carpenter is putting on part of the timber. I rather suppose they will complete putting on the roof the next week. William Brindley brought me the deeds of exchange of some land near Sheen, which I executed and returned back to Mr George Goodwin of Winster to be signed by Daniel Parker Coke Esquire and Mr Richard Coke of Derby. Mr Dowland came here from Chatsworth, where he had been for some time past to assist Mr Heaton, he stayed all night here.

A Diurnal beginning the 21st of July 1788. Ending 17th February 1792

July Tues. 22nd   Mr Bettinson, Mr Padley and Mr Jones came this morning, we had a long discourse respecting the value of Mr Cavendish's tithes. If an enclosure went forward I should insist that the value of them should be laid out in land before the act of Parliament was obtained, to which they agreed. We also agreed the annual value of the tithes should be £320 per annum, and there should be also thirty-six pounds per year for interest of money for erecting buildings etc., which should also be laid out in land along with the other, making in the whole £356 per year. The proprietors was also to be at the expense of the act and making of a ring fence. It was rather late in the afternoon before all these affairs could be finished, and we agreed to stop all night and go view the fields and Forest tomorrow morning. We walked to the Infirmary and Castle and spent a cheerful evening. Mrs Gould and Son William left Welbeck this morning and went to Pilsbury.

August Sat. 16th   Selecting and preparing papers for my journey into Derbyshire tomorrow. Mr Fletcher of Whitwell will accompany me, and Mr Renshaw intends to meet us at Pilsbury in order to view the Lordship of Hartington, to see whether it will be proper to propose an enclosure at this time or wait till the barren lands are improved. Gave Mr Turner leave to visit his friends at Whittington and stay till tomorrow.

Sun. 17th   Left Welbeck this morning, called on Mr Fletcher at Whitwell, who accompanied me, and we went to Chatsworth to dinner. In the forenoon we was much wet with rain, and in the afternoon it was rain till near six o'clock, when the evening cleared and we proceeded on our journey, and arrived at Pilsbury a little before nine, and found my family all well.

Mon. 18th   Mr Renshaw of Owthorpe came here this morning, Son Joseph accompanied us, we viewed our own farm and that of Mr Richard Gould [Pilsbury Grange]. In the afternoon Messrs Fletcher and Renshaw accompanied by Son Joseph viewed Biggin Grange and the Ballbooth farms. They had Mr Barnes' valuation along with them. In our own farm they could not improve the rent, but those of Mr Richard Gould and Biggin Grange they valued higher than Mr Barnes had done. They slept at Pilsbury.

Tues. 19th   Messrs Fletcher and company went this morning to value Cronkston, Dowall etc. Mr Bowman from Hartington dined with us. In the afternoon I went to Castleton in order to value an estate of Mr Bagshaw let to Mr Isaac Hall, I found Mr Micah Hall at home, and spent the evening with him and Isaac Hall.

Wed. 20th   Accompanied by Isaac Hall, I viewed and valued the farm, it contains 203 acres, one part of it is very hilly and worth from 3s. to 12s. per acre, the other part is very good meadows worth 30s. per acre, I made the whole rent amount to £120 per annum. Dined with Mr Hall and stayed till five o'clock, returned to Pilsbury in the evening and found Mr Fletcher and Mr Renshaw, who said they had valued part of Glutton Harley etc. Mr Jones Junior came over from Arnold to treat with me about the tithes for an enclosure, Mr Sherbrooke disliking the proposals I had made before.

Thurs. 21st   Messrs Fletcher and Renshaw concluded this morning that they had viewed a sufficient part of the lordship to enable them to form an idea of the business they came about, and cast up their valuations. On the whole they found considerable improvements from the lime that had been laid on, and also from the value Mr Barnes had put upon the other land, and they was clearly of opinion that the Duke of Devonshire should lose no time in endeavouring to obtain an enclosure. On comparing the land tax duplicates of the private property, and that of the Duke, they found one half of the property in the lordship belonged to His Grace, and when an enclosure had taken place they supposed His Grace's rental would increase £1,700 a year. This business kept us employed all day.

Fri. 22nd   Mr Fletcher went to Beeley and Pilsley to value some tithes belonging [to] the freeholders of those places, Mr Renshaw went to Bakewell. I regulated my private affairs. In the forenoon Mr Blurton, sheriff's officer, brought Theophilus Norton to Pilsbury under an arrest for £19 at the suit of Mr Edmund Wheeldon and Mr Longden. Norton carries coals for us to the Frith Pasture and had some money in hand, I accordingly promised to pay Mr Richard Goodwin the debt and cost, amounting to £23 15s. 6d.
Wed. 27th   Entered my diurnal, which had not been done for some time past. Gave Mr Turner leave to go to Chesterfield Races and to return this evening. Wrote Mr Heaton an account of my Derbyshire journey with Messrs Fletcher and Renshaw. Mr Richard Gould of Brownhill and Mr Coxon from Monyash called here today, they stopped but a very short time.

September Tues. 16th   Wrote to Son Joseph and Mr Fletcher of Chatsworth by Francis Woodhouse, who is taking Ann Brindley to see her friends and is to bring Mrs Gould back. The day being rainy, I was at home the whole afternoon.

Sat. 20th   Wrote to the Duke of Portland respecting Mr Donnithorne giving up the vicarage of Cuckney. Mrs Gould and Son William returned here from Pilsbury after visiting their relations in Warwickshire, Staffordshire and Derbyshire, they have been out upwards of two months.

October Sat. 4th   Left Welbeck this morning with Mr Samuel Stone, intending to go to Pilsbury and Buxton in order to pay for the estate at Staden etc. late Mr Gould's, when I came to Chesterfield I found from Mr Maynard the title deeds were not ready owing to a neglect in the trustees, and that it was necessary to hold a court to surrender that part which was copyhold, this determined me to return back to Welbeck, I wrote to Son Joseph, Mr Hall and Mr Fletcher, giving them the reason of the unforeseen delay in this business. We dined at Chesterfield and Mr Samuel Stone went forward to Pilsbury. I had several little affairs to settle in Chesterfield, which kept me rather late, on which account I agreed to go with Mr Prime to Staveley and stay all night, which I accordingly did, I found his three daughters at home, and we spent a very cheerful and agreeable evening.

November Tues. 25th   Rode this morning with John Smith to view the new buildings in the Southacres, they are beginning to finish the inside of the house, barn and stables. Thomas Adams has brought his men to drain the wet land, gave him directions respecting the same. Returned back to dinner. In the afternoon Son Joseph came from Pilsbury and I chatted the afternoon with him, which prevented me from doing any business.

Fri. 28th   Son Joseph returned back to Pilsbury this morning. Mr Fletcher accompanied me to view the improvements intended to be made at the House at Welbeck. He rode out in the afternoon, and I selected my Arnold papers preparatory to Mr Renshaw coming here tomorrow evening.

December Mon. 8th   Making preparation and purchasing provision on account of Mr Heaton, I expect he will stay a day or two. Son Joseph sent John Webster from Pilsbury with five calves to be wintered on turnips.

Sat. 27th   This morning we entered on a discourse relating [to] the enclosure of the Lordship of Hartington. Mr Heaton thought there might be something in the Evidence Room at this place that might throw some light on the subject, we accordingly began to search and found a number of deeds relating to that lordship, which were laid by themselves for Mr Heaton to examine at a proper opportunity, we continued this employment till near three o’clock, when Mr Fletcher from Whitwell and Mr Leaper, attorney-at-law from Derby, arrived. After dinner Mr Heaton, Mr Leaper, Mr Fletcher and myself retired and entered upon the expediency of an enclosure of Hartington Common. Mr Leaper drew up some proposals intended to be laid before the proprietors, but as I was to see Mr Heaton again next week at Chatsworth, I did not take down the particulars, but nothing conclusive was agreed upon. We did no business after supper.

Sun. 28th   Young Frith came from Mansfield Woodhouse and I purchased his father’s estate at Oxcroft for £300. After breakfast Mr Heaton, Mr Leaper, Mr Fletcher and myself had some little conversation respecting the intended Hartington enclosure, but no new ideas was suggested. About 12 o’clock I left, accompanied by Mr Fletcher, and parted with him at Scarcliffe. I called and dined on pork pie at Mr Thompson’s of Cuckney, where I found Mr William Toplis Junior. Very few words passed between us. Mr Thompson agreed I should cut a drain on Lord Bathurst’s land at the extremity of Norton Lordship, above the new house built this summer, leading from the river course towards the lane leading between Chesterfield and Norton.

1789
January Fri. 2nd   [Chatsworth] I examined along with Mr Heaton and Mr Fletcher a parcel of papers which I brought with me from Mr Maynard, relating to an attempt to enclose Hartington Common about thirty years since, wherein the nature of the business at that time was clearly shown and may be of some use at this present time. We also examined some papers relating to some exchanges intended to be made between the Dukes of Portland and Devonshire at Gringley [on the Hill], Hucknall and Sutton [in Ashfield], for those of Brampton, Chesterfield etc., which we could not finish on account of the Hartington papers taking up so much time.

Sun. 4th   Soon after two o’clock I left Chatsworth and came to Pilsbury in the evening, where I found Mr Henry Bowman. Wrote to Mr Samuel Sleigh requesting him to meet Mr Heaton and some of the freeholders at Buxton Hall on Friday next in order to consult of the best mode of applying to Mr Lygon to agree with him respecting the tithes, previous to an enclosure of Hartington Common.

Mon. 5th   Mr Henry Bowman assisted in examining the accounts respecting the lime burning at the Frith in order for them being discharged at Buxton on Wednesday next.

Wed. 7th   [Buxton] We received some rents in the morning, after which we balanced the accounts and paid the different workmen employed in the Frith the last summer, viz. Swinscow and company for burning lime, Theophilus Norton for carriage of coals, John Woodward for spreading lime etc., this kept us employed all day.

Fri. 9th   I went along with Mr Leaper and Son Joseph to Mr Heaton in the Crescent in order to examine some old proposals respecting the enclosure of Hartington Common about thirty years since. Notice had been given to several freeholders to meet at Buxton today to consider of a revival of an enclosure as soon as possible, and there came Mr Samuel Sleigh, Mr Richard Gould, Mr Edmund Wheeldon and Thomas Fogg. We all thought it would be prudent to agree with Mr Lygon respecting his tithes for the old land and new enclosure and to have the same exonerated. Mr Leaper drew up a few proposals to be presented to Mr Lygon by Mr Heaton, and all the freeholders and copyholders present signed the same, and Mr Leaper took the same to lay before Mr Bateman, late of Derby, for his inspection and signature. Mr Leaper went off for Derby, we spent a very agreeable evening together at the Hall. Mr Heaton did not attend.

Sat. 10th   Mr Heaton came up to the Hall to hear some claims of tenant right to cottages, viz. the Hand Croft late occupied by William and Francis Norton, which he determined. Also a cottage late in possession of Jasper Holland (see Pilsbury memorandum book for particulars, 1789). Walked with Mr Heaton a considerable time and took my leave of him. Dined at Mr Edmund Wheeldon’s and came to Pilsbury with Mr Henry Bowman in the evening, he slept here.

Wed. 14th   Very much engaged all day in casting up our yearly accounts, which we finished, and find we have gained considerable the last year, though I am not perfectly satisfied with my Son Joseph’s accounts for the last year.

Thurs. 15th   Left Pilsbury at 8 o’clock this morning. The snow was very deep till I came near Ashford [in the Water]. My horse was slippy [slippery] shod and the roads full of ice, I got to Baslow with great difficulty, where I got my horse shod, and went very well afterwards to Chesterfield.

Fri. 16th   Deposited the cash I brought from Pilsbury, £2,462 17s. 21/2d., in Messrs Wilkinson’s hands and they gave me drafts for it, also the sum they owed to Welbeck. I paid them for the spirituous liquors I had received from them and balanced our full accounts to this time, on all accounts. Called on Mr Maynard. He informed me the estate late Mr Gould’s at Staden and Buxton [Green] was to be paid for at Derby on Monday next.

Sat. 24th   [Welbeck] Mr Turner was drawing out Son Joseph’s accounts, which prevented him (Son Joseph) from returning, which he finished this evening.
February Wed. 11th   Left Welbeck at ten o’clock this morning accompanied by Son William. We had a very snowy and wet ride to Chesterfield where we dined. We proceeded forward to Pilsbury where we arrived about 9 o’clock after a very cold ride and we was both of us much perished. Son Joseph was gone to Leek Fair and did not return this evening.

Sat. 14th   [Buxton] Son William came from Macclesfield and Son Joseph from Pilsbury. Thomas Roberts came from Winster and we had some conversation with Mr Hall and Mr Heaton about the minerals in the Lordship of Hartington. He says it is a private liberty and subject to the same customs as those of Wirksworth Wapentake. We intended to have gone to Pilsbury after dinner, but the afternoon was so very wet and boisterous we agreed to stay till tomorrow morning.

Tues. 17th   [Pilsbury] The morning was wet and foggy and some people coming on business prevented us leaving. In the afternoon it became very rainy and boisterous and we agreed to stay another night.

March Sat. 7th   [Welbeck] In the evening Son Joseph came here from Pilsbury and informed me it was agreed between Mr Heaton and Mr Hall that we should assist the last-mentioned gentleman in the collection of his rents, the rental was to be delivered to us, and we must appoint our own rent days in the name of Mr Hall, remit the cash and make the accounts etc.

Sun. 8th   Wrote to Mr Heaton and Mr Hall that we would give all the assistance in our power respecting his collection.

Thurs. 26th   I understand that Ann Brindley left us and went home on Monday, she was accompanied by Sally Broadhurst who is gone on a visit to her father but returned back this evening.

Fri. 27th   Son Joseph came here from Pilsbury and brought some papers relating to Mr Hall’s collection at Ashford [in the Water], Longstone, Buxton etc. etc.

Sat. 28th   I spent the greatest part of the day with Son Joseph in planning and laying out our spring business, and fixing the method we shall pursue in assisting Mr Hall to collect his rents etc.

April Tues. 28th   [Pilsbury] Son Joseph set out today for Lancaster Fair, I entered and regulated the receipts and payments into their proper books, which kept me employed all day, but found them right.

May Tues. 5th   [Welbeck] This morning I sent off for Son Joseph nine calves and a Scotch cow which have wintered in this country on turnips.

Tues. 12th   Mr Allwood (late of Meadow Place) dined here today.
Thurs. 21st   Sent Mr Turner over to Pilsbury in order to assist Son Joseph for a few days in entering and clearing up his accounts, as he is very busy on other accounts.

June Sat. 6th   In the evening Son Joseph came here from Pilsbury on a visit to us.

Sun. 7th   Son Joseph and Mr Bullivant have agreed to go to Freestone [Freiston] in Lincolnshire for a week or ten days in order to bathe in the sea for scorbutic complaints.1
Thurs. 11th   In the evening Son Joseph came from Pilsbury.

Fri. 12th   This morning Son Joseph and Mr Bullivant set off for Freiston in Lincolnshire in order to bathe in the sea for about ten days, on account of a scorbutic complaint which they complain of.

Fri. 26th   Son Joseph went back to Pilsbury this morning.

Mon. 29th   Received an account that Richard Broadhurst of Hartington died on Friday evening last a little before 12 o’clock.
July Thurs. 30th   Mrs Gould and Son William left here this morning, took our servant boy with them and went to Son Joseph at Pilsbury, [I] entered the remaining part of my diurnal etc., sent the Chaddesden papers by Son William to Mr Fletcher of Chatsworth.
August Thurs. 13th   [Mansfield] Breakfasted at Mr Dodson’s and left Mansfield soon after. Came by Southacre Hall and find the masons are going on very fast, and [it] will not be long before they have finished the outbuildings. Came home to dinner. In the evening gave Ann Parkin and Mary Goucher leave to go to Whitwell Feast for a few hours. In their absence I understood from our boy Richard Simpson that the girls went to Whitwell on Tuesday in my absence, and did not return before one o’clock on Wednesday morning, consequently they neglected milking and all other business, which determined me to turn them out tomorrow morning. I sent for Robert Drabble and gave him orders to go to Pilsbury in the morning and bring Mrs Gould home.

Fri. 14th   This morning I sent for Richard Parkin and John Goucher and informed them of the conduct of their daughters, I ordered them to go along with their fathers, for I would keep them in the house no longer, they took their clothes and left this forenoon. The boy cooked and we did very well the remaining part of the day. 

Sat. 15th   Soon after one o’clock today Mrs Gould arrived from Pilsbury very well. 

Wed. 26th   Wrote to Mr Leaper of Derby respecting an enclosure of Hartington Common which is proposed by the Duke of Devonshire.

Mon. 31st   About nine o’clock in the evening came here Son William from Pilsbury accompanied by Miss Buxton, daughter of Mr John Buxton of Chelmorton, who came on a visit to Mrs Gould. William Gould has not been well but now appears much better, they appeared but little tired with their journey. 

September Thurs. 3rd   Son Joseph has been a ramble in Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire along with Mr Frith and Mr Robert Needham to view the different stock of cattle in the breeders’ hands, he called here and dined and went forward to Chesterfield. Son William, John and William Hewitt went to Chesterfield Races, Son William would go forward to Pilsbury to stay a little time there.

Mon. 7th   At home all day, but not being very well I did not in the least attend to any business except writing to Joseph Cholmondeley to acknowledge a receipt for £20 I had paid to William Field, and to Messrs Royds and Sons to send for this year’s wool from Pilsbury.

Sun. 13th   Son William came last night from Pilsbury.

Wed. 23rd   Son Joseph returned back this forenoon to Pilsbury.

October Thurs. 1st   On Wednesday evening Mrs Alsop came here from Leek on a visit to Mrs Gould, and intends to stay some time. This morning Son William returned to Pilsbury on the horse that Mrs Alsop had rode here yesterday.

Sun. 4th   [Chatsworth] I left Chatsworth this morning accompanied by Mr Fletcher, we dined at Pilsbury. After dinner we viewed Son Joseph’s fat cows which are very good ones. We viewed the plantation in the Isle of Man and one near Ludwall, they appear to grow very well and are in a flourishing condition. We slept at Pilsbury this night.

Thurs. 8th   [Buxton] The rain continues to power down almost incessantly. It was a little fair one part of the afternoon and Son Joseph came up from Pilsbury, but it was too late to go out on business and he returned home. In the evening I went to the play and saw Inkle and Yarico performed, with The Waterman for the farce.2 The players performed much better than they did on Tuesday night and gave the audience satisfaction. This play was acted by desire of Sir Richard Bickerton which drew together a tolerable good house.

Sat. 10th   Accompanied by Mr Edmund Wheeldon and Son Joseph I viewed all the dwellings made in the lime ash heaps on and about Grin [Low], they appear damp cold places, I gave the owners notice they must pay an acknowledgement for living in them to which they all consented, [we] returned back to breakfast and was prevented from proceeding on business by the rain coming on, which continued all day. In the evening we went to see the play of The Heiress with the farce of The Family Party at Buxton, the actors performed very well.3 A painting of the Crescent was one of the scenes, it was very well executed and pleased the audience very much.

Sun. 11th   Mr Edmund Wheeldon accompanied us, and we rode and viewed the land (late Mr Gould’s) at Buxton Green which Son Joseph is now liming, he appears to do it very well, and it will be nearly finished this summer. From thence we went to the Frith where there is three kilns at work and appear to go on very regularly and have limed a large plot of ground, but it appears to me that it will take another summer to complete it. Mr Wheeldon returned back to Buxton and we went to Pilsbury to dinner. In the afternoon Mr and Miss Bowman came from Hartington and was accompanied by Miss Sleigh and her brother John, they returned in the evening.

Mon. 26th   [Pilsbury] Son William accompanied me and we went to Hartington and dined with Mr Bowman. In the afternoon Mr Bowman accompanied us, we viewed a road intended to be made over some land belonging to the Duke of Devonshire in the occupation of John Nadin of Hartington for the use of Miss Jebb to Beresford Hall, who is to pay an acknowledgement yearly for the same, and has built a bridge over the River Dove. I approved of the line set out for the road and we called of Miss Jebb and informed her of the same, returned back to Pilsbury in the evening.

Tues. 27th   Went to Newhaven this morning accompanied by Son Joseph and William in order to collect rents, Mr Hall of Castleton met us in order to hold the court. The tenants came in tolerable well, and we received £882 9s. 2d. which with the cash Son Joseph paid me at Pilsbury amounted to £1,068 14s. 7d. Mr Fletcher met us from Chatsworth and I went along with him in the evening to that place, where I slept.

November Tues. 17th   [Welbeck] In the evening Son Joseph and William came here from Pilsbury and brought their greyhounds and pointers along with them to take a little diversion.

Mon. 23rd    Son Joseph left this morning.

Mon. 30th   Breakfasted at Chesterfield and went forward to Chatsworth. Mr Fletcher was rode out and Son William wished to go course a hare with Mr Cruso of Leek and some other gentlemen in Chatsworth Park, in which I indulged him. Stayed dinner and went to Pilsbury in the evening, where I found Mr Thomas Bannister from [King’s] Bromley on a visit to Son Joseph.

December Thurs. 3rd   [Buxton] Joseph Gould and William Buxton continued to receive Mr Hall’s rents in the morning. I then took Joseph from him and we paid the lime burners etc. employed on the Frith Pasture and other places the last summer, which amounted to a considerable sum of money, and we finished with the greatest part of them, but could not pay the coal carriers on account of Mr Wild’s bill for coals not being so regularly drawn out as we could wish. We had Mr William Bott etc. drinking as usual.

Fri. 18th   [Welbeck] Walked out this morning with Mr Heaton and Mr Repton. We viewed the different situations respecting the taking of views to particular places and objects on both the sides of the Lake. This kept us employed till near three o’clock and we dined at four, I left them soon after six and came home expecting my Sons from Pilsbury and they came here about eight o’clock. [index: I can learn but very little of Mr Repton’s designs.]

Sun. 20th   Son Joseph left Welbeck this morning and returned to Pilsbury.

NOTES

1
The Duke of Portland’s family were to go sea-bathing after visiting Cheltenham in 1792 (12 July 1792).

2
Inkle and Yarico. Opera by George Colman the Younger, three acts, published 1787. The Waterman. Ballad opera by Charles Dibdin the Elder, two acts.

3
The Heiress. Comedy by John Burgoyne, published 1786. The Family Party. Comic piece, two acts, published 1789.
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January Wed. 20th   [Welbeck] Drew on Messrs Smith, Payne and Smiths for £200 on my own account of this date at seven days after ditto. Mr Bullivant spent the evening here and Son Joseph came from Pilsbury. I did not send my draft for £200 on account of Son Joseph having occasion for the cash.

Thurs. 21st   Son Joseph informed me he had been disappointed of receiving some cash from Thomas Chapman in order to pay the lime-burners etc. at the Frith. Gave him directions to go over to Mr Ginnever at Worksop and take £200 on my account to set him at liberty. Mr Turner accompanied him and [I] gave orders for him to bring £100 in cash for the use of the Office.

Fri. 29th   Last night I received a letter from Mr Heaton with a petition from the inhabitants of Hartington and Biggin in number 43 in favour of the Revd Mr Hope to be their vicar instead of the Revd John Bullock deceased. I was the greatest part of the day in answering his letter and entering the same into the copy book at the Office.

March Sun. 14th   This morning I sent Son William and Mr Turner to Pilsbury in order to assist Son Joseph to make up his accounts for the Duke of Devonshire’s collection for the last year. They was also to make up the accounts of Mr Hall of Castleton, and I ordered they should go there for that purpose.

Thurs. 25th   This evening Son William and Mr Turner arrived from Pilsbury after having been absent since the 14th instant settling and drawing out the accounts of the Pilsbury collection and those of Mr Hall at Castleton.

April Thurs. 1st   Son Joseph came here yesterday from Pilsbury and returned this morning.

Sun. 25th   Left Chatsworth about two o’clock and got to Pilsbury in the evening.

Mon. 26th   Accompanied by Son Joseph we attended the court at Newhaven to meet Mr Hall, and the tenants, we received about £500 and returned to Pilsbury in the evening.

Tues. 27th   The Revd Mr Hope came over about the living of [Earl] Sterndale, and I informed him I would do my best endeavour to recover the same for him.
Thurs. 29th   [Buxton] About noon Mr Richard Buxton came over from Macclesfield to sell a piece of land belonging to John Ashmore on Grin [Low]. He fixed the price at two hundred guineas, I gave it him without hesitation, the land to be entered upon and the money paid at Michaelmas next. We arrived at Chatsworth in the evening and Mr Heaton appeared much pleased with the business we had done.

May Mon. 3rd   [Welbeck] I find that Sally Broadhurst went into Derbyshire on Thursday last to visit her friends, her brother came for her.

Tues. 4th   Sent Mr Turner to Whittington to order some glasses for Welbeck, Son William accompanied him and I ordered William to go forward to Pilsbury to assist his brother for a week or fortnight in his books and accounts.

Thurs. 6th   Sally Broadhurst returned this evening from Hartington with her brother, where she had been a week to visit her mother and her friends.

Sat. 15th   Son William came here from Pilsbury this evening, said he had done very little business for his brother during his stay there.

June Thurs. 3rd   In the evening came here Son Joseph from Pilsbury and Mr Henry Bowman from Knockin Hall in Shropshire, I was not very well, left them and went to bed rather early.

Sat. 5th   Son Joseph and Mr Bowman left early this morning.

Fri. 11th   Son William left Welbeck and set out for Pilsbury this morning.

Sat. 19th   Son Joseph came here from Pilsbury this evening and said he had sent his brother to Blackpool in Lancashire for sea bathing, as he could not possibly go there himself.

Sun. 20th   I found Son Joseph came over for some papers which he left the last time he was here, and returned back this morning accompanied by Mr Turner, who goes to visit his relations at Whittington, he proceeds forward to Sheffield on Monday in order to purchase knives and forks along with some little articles wanted at Welbeck.

July Wed. 7th  [Chesterfield] In the afternoon I went forward to Pilsbury and arrived there at 11 o’clock and found them all in bed.

Thurs. 8th   Walked with Son Joseph to the Underwoods and viewed his feeding cattle, which appear to grow well, the pastures are short and the mowing grass light. They only finished sheep-shearing today on account of the wetness of the season. Dined at Pilsbury after which I rode with Son Joseph over the remaining part of his farm, which he keeps improving and it is in good order and condition. Accompanied him to High Edge where he has two lime-kilns at work and three on Frith Pasture, these kilns draw 500 loads of lime on a day which will make great improvement for the Duke of Devonshire. I went forward to Buxton where I found Mr Fletcher from Chatsworth and slept at the Hall.

Fri. 9th   Son Joseph came from Pilsbury in order to receive rents, we expected Mr Hall from Castleton. The tenants came in slowly, but we received our own rents and those of Blackwell for Mr Hall, who did not arrive till the evening, Mr Heaton came to dinner. We walked in the Lordship of Hartington and was met by Thomas Chapman of Crowdecote who surrendered his copyhold estate to Son Joseph on mortgage for £300. Mr Heaton spent the evening with us at the Hall and stayed till one o’clock.

Sun. 18th   [Welbeck] Son William came here this evening from Pilsbury.
Fri. 23rd   Mrs Gould and Son William intended to have gone to Staveley this evening on their road to Pilsbury, but was prevented by the rain.

Sat. 24th   Mrs Gould and Son William left Welbeck this morning and went to Son Joseph at Pilsbury.

Thurs. 29th   In the evening Son William came from Pilsbury and left all well, says they began of their hay on Monday and are now busy as well as all the neighbours.

August Thurs. 19th   Sent William Burborough this morning to Pilsbury in order to stay some time at Son Joseph’s. Burborough is in a poor state of health, if he stays here now the family comes he will probably die, but by being quiet at Pilsbury he may stand a chance to recover.

Sat. 21st   Mrs Gould came back this evening.

September Thurs. 2nd   Son Joseph has been a journey into the lower parts of Nottinghamshire and came here this afternoon.

Fri. 3rd   Sent Mr Marsh’s man to Mansfield this morning on his road to London, Son Joseph left and went to Pilsbury.

Sun. 26th   Son Joseph came here from Pilsbury on his agency business.

Mon. 27th   Son Joseph left after dinner, I was employed during the time he stayed about his Derbyshire business.

October Thurs. 14th   In the evening Son Joseph came from Pilsbury accompanied by Mr John Wheeldon.

Sat. 23rd   [Chesterfield] Son William accompanied me this morning, and we breakfasted at Mr Maynard’s. Mr Turner received the Duke of Portland’s rents and those of the Duke of Devonshire was received by Son William. After dinner I took Son William’s books and sent him forward to Pilsbury.

Thurs. 28th   [Welbeck] Son William returned from Pilsbury this evening.

November Fri. 19th   [Derby] Saw Leaper Newton Esquire who informed me the Hartington enclosure was at present at a stand.

Wed. 24th   [Welbeck] I found Son Joseph came here on Monday night and he left this morning.

December Mon. 6th   At ten o’clock this morning died William Burborough (servant to Lord Titchfield). He has for a long time been afflicted with a consumptive complaint. I have sent him to Pilsbury for a long time hoping a change of air, and milk diet, with the advice of Doctor Milnes of Chesterfield, would have been useful to him, but his complaint I believe was before confirmed, and I doubt he died a martyr to his former intemperance. Gave orders about his funeral etc.
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February Mon. 7th   [Welbeck] In the evening Son William and Mr Turner returned from settling Son Joseph’s accounts at Pilsbury.

March Thurs. 31st   [Mansfield] Returned home in the evening, found John Redfearn from [Earl] Sterndale in Derbyshire, who came over on account of Mrs Roggers refusing to take his cows to joist, [I] promised him to write to Son Joseph on the business.

April Sat. 2nd   I was employed all forenoon with preparing remarks on the various persons who have made application for farms in the Lordship of Hartington in order to enable Mr Fletcher (who is going to Pilsbury tomorrow) to judge properly of the tenants he chooses for [Glutton] Harley, Hurdlow etc. He came down here in the afternoon and sat a couple of hours and I delivered my memorandums to him. 

Mon. 11th   In the evening Son Joseph came here from Pilsbury and informed me the Hurdlow farm was let to Thomas Johnson, Dowall to a Mr Marson, Crowdecote to William Horobin with the Mill, and [Glutton] Harley and High Edge was not at present let. The Booth and Hopping farms let to the old tenants.
Tues. 26th   Wrote to Mr Fletcher of Chatsworth and Son Joseph at Pilsbury and shall send Walkden over in the morning.

Thurs. 28th   Walkden returned back from Pilsbury but he could not find agistment for Johnson’s young cattle, all the pastures being full.1
May Fri. 13th   Sally Broadhurst went to Hartington today in order to visit her relations, Francis Woodhouse went with her to Chesterfield, where her brother was to meet her. Francis returned and said they get well to Chesterfield. Son Joseph and William came here this evening from Pilsbury.
June Fri. 10th   Son William went to Pilsbury to assist his brother in the receipt of Buxton and Ashford [in the Water] rents, and Mr Turner went to spend a few days with his friends at Whittington.

Sat. 18th   In the evening Son William came back from Pilsbury and was accompanied by Mr Fletcher of Chatsworth. Son William brought drafts value £1,119 5s. 6d. to be remitted to Denne & Co. on Mr Hall’s account and £670 6s. on Joseph Gould’s own account and to the same place, both on account of His Grace the Duke of Devonshire.

Sun. 19th   Remitted the drafts I received yesterday by Son William to Messrs Denne & Co.

July Fri. 22nd   This morning came to breakfast Son Joseph, Mr Frith of the Bank and Mr Robert Needham of Ashford [in the Water] on their road out of Leicestershire and the lower part of this county, where they had been hiring rams for the next season. Walked into the Park, through and about the House etc. They stayed till near nine in the evening and went to Chesterfield to sleep.

Thurs. 28th   This morning Mrs Gould accompanied by Son William set out for Pilsbury, she intends to make some stay with Son Joseph. Entering memorandums etc.

August Wed. 10th   Yesterday I sent Francis Woodhouse over to Pilsbury with Mrs Gould’s mare, in order to prevent her being rode and hacked about by the persons at and about this place.

Fri. 12th   Mrs Gould returned from Pilsbury along with Francis Woodhouse this evening.

September Mon. 12th   Sally [Broadhurst] and Gatty [Bottom] left Norton and went to Hartington.2

November Fri. 18th   Mr Turner went this morning for Pilsbury to assist Son Joseph to prepare his lime accounts and to go with him to the Ashford [in the Water] and Buxton rent days the next week.

Sat. 26th   Mr Turner returned from Pilsbury this evening, where he went on Friday last but one to assist Son Joseph in collecting rents and settling his lime business. He says the tenants in general have paid very well.

Wed. 30th   Son Joseph and Henry Bowman from Knockin [Hall] came here to dinner, Mr Bowman was in search of Mr Heaton and Son Joseph accompanied him. Son Joseph brought drafts for his late receipts of rents and I remitted to Messrs Denne and Company as under. On Mr Hall’s account £1,200. On account of William Gould and Son [Joseph] £1,500. Son Joseph and Mr Bowman stopped all night and Mr Bullivant spent the night here.

December Sat. 10th   [Hardwick] I intended to have gone forward to Pilsbury this morning but the great fall of snow last night and this morning prevented me. I had a good deal of conversation with Mr Heaton about Hartington tithes etc. and agreed to return back to Hardwick on Monday next with Mr Fletcher, dined in the Steward’s Room and returned back to Welbeck in the evening.

Thurs. 15th   [Hardwick] Mr Challinor came over here from Leek to Mr Heaton respecting an action brought by Mr Lygon against some of the proprietors in the Lordship of Hartington to recover agistment tithes. They had not heretofore consulted Mr Heaton or the Duke of Devonshire’s agents about the business and Mr Heaton declined to join them in the expense of a lawsuit, and Mr Challinor returned back as he came.

Sat. 31st   This morning I found myself better and the day being fine and pleasant I left Derby at eleven o’clock and was accompanied by Messrs Goodwin and Holland to Ashbourne where we dined. The rain set in and continued till four o’clock when the evening cleared. Messrs Goodwin and Holland went back and I went forward for Pilsbury and had a very disagreeable ride, and arrived there at eight o’clock very much fatigued and tired and scarce able to keep on horseback. I got my bed well aired and went to bed as soon as it was ready. Son Joseph was out and did not arrive during the time I sat up.

NOTES

1
George Johnson of Lound, Nottinghamshire.

2
Had lodged at Norton on resigning as Welbeck housemaids following mistreatment by the housekeeper, Mrs Swift, and her daughter, Mrs Hewitt (1-3, 5 & 10 Sept 1791).
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January Sun. 1st   [Pilsbury] This morning I found myself very unwell and much out of order and continued so all day. Ordered a servant to go fetch Doctor Melland early in the morning. I sent for Sally Broadhurst to come up from Hartington to attend on me and she came in the afternoon.

Mon. 2nd   I was very ill this morning, Doctor Melland came and I sent a servant with him back who brought me a vomit and some other medicines. I took the puke this evening which worked me most severely.

Tues. 3rd   I slept but little last night. This morning I took the purging medicines which operated as intended. I continued very ill the whole day.

Wed. 4th   Doctor Melland came again today and thought me in danger. During the time he was here I was seized with a kind of a fainting fit, went to bed and got better very soon but continued in a very low reduced state.

Thurs. 5th   I slept tolerable well last night and found myself much better in the morning. My sickness etc. having in a great measure left me and I continued better during the whole day. Several neighbours from Hartington etc. called on me today.

Fri. 6th   Slept tolerable well last night and found myself much refreshed. Wrote to Mr Fletcher of Whitwell relating to several kinds of business. Doctor Melland came over and found me recovering. In the afternoon I began to regulate some of my own papers. Son Joseph went down to the book club at Hartington and returned in the evening, he brought Mr Thomas Bannister with him, who lives at Hatton near Sudbury, he stopped here all night.

Sat. 7th   Thomas Bannister left this morning before I got up. I did not sleep well but got better in the afternoon. Wrote to Mrs Gould by a messenger who will go over to Welbeck in the morning. Regulated a part of my own papers.

Sun. 8th   I slept better last night, but from the morning to the evening I was never without company who called to see me, which made the day troublesome. I feel a little of the gout in one of my feet which Doctor Melland (who is here) approves and thinks it a lucky circumstance. My appetite increases and I can feel I get more strength.

Mon. 9th   This morning I began to examine all my old papers and books of accounts which have lain useless at this place a number of years, some few I reserved and burnt a great quantity of others, I continued to examine all day.

Tues. 10th   I continued in the same employment the whole of this day and got through a great quantity. Son Joseph went to Hartington this morning to be present at the wedding of Thomas Fogg, butcher, with Judith Froggatt [index: both of Hartington] and they were married accordingly.

Wed. 11th   We began to examine the ledger etc. in order to prepare for the balance of our accounts. We were much interrupted by the company of Mr Thomas Poyser and Mr John Buxton. Doctor Melland came today and we both agree that I mend (though slowly), my disorder appears to be getting into the extremities, one foot and one finger being swelled and rather painful. Wrote to Mr Cavendish and Mr Jabez Jagger this evening.

Thurs. 12th   Son Joseph was very busy at his books of accounts etc., and I assisted a little but was obliged to desist on account of Mr Oliver coming to dinner, he stayed the remaining part of the day. This afternoon my legs began to swell (without pain) for which I cannot give any account.

Fri. 13th   Mr Heaton wrote to me from Chatsworth on Monday last. Wrote to Mr Burnside and regulated some old papers. My legs swelled a good deal today with some pain.

Sat. 14th   I rested tolerable well last night and my legs were very well gone down, but they swelled again in the forenoon, and in the afternoon my left foot was very much swelled and inflamed and was very painful. I am now clear it is the gout. Entered some accounts but did very little other business. Son Joseph was wholly employed in drawing out an account for the rest book, which has not been settled since the first of January 1789. I find we have gained about £670 since that time, exclusive of all improvements etc. made in the farm.

Sun. 15th   Slept tolerable well last night, but all the afternoon my leg and foot swelled very much, was very much inflamed and gave me great pain. Doctor Melland came over and said he was very much pleased to see the inflammation.

Mon. 16th   My foot gave me great pain all last night and I slept very little but was better this morning. Entered the accounts into the rest book. Son Joseph went to attend on Mr Heaton at Chatsworth this morning.

Tues. 17th   I slept rather better last night. Doctor Melland came over today but would not recommend any application to my feet or legs, nor any medicines. He observed flannels and patience would be the best doctor I could have.

Wed. 18th   I had more sleep last night than I have had for many nights past, but my left foot and leg continue much swelled and inflamed and are very painful. Examined and regulated the old papers and books, a great number of which I burnt and reserved some that was useful, which I packed up in order and put proper labels on them that they may be found with little trouble.

Thurs. 19th   Finished the old papers and put those reserved in their proper places. My lameness is much the same as it has been for some days past. Received by a messenger some papers and letters from Son Joseph at Chatsworth, who I find has been to meet his brother at Welbeck.

Fri. 20th   Wrote a long letter to Mr Turner in answer to one I received last night. I entered some memorandums etc. Son Joseph returned back from Chatsworth this evening but had not finished with Mr Heaton.

Sat. 21st   By direction of Mr Heaton Son Joseph went to Mr Hall of Castleton on some business. Doctor Melland came and dined and stayed the afternoon.

Sun. 22nd   Wrote out some calculations respecting [how] a new mill would perform at Keighley in the morning. Joseph Alsop came here from Leek and stopped the afternoon and all night.

Mon. 23rd   Joseph Alsop went out to shoot and returned back to dinner but had not killed any game, he stopped a second night. I wrote to Mr Burnside. Son Joseph returned to dinner from Castleton.

Tues. 24th   Son Joseph (accompanied by Mr Alsop) went to Newhaven to meet Mr Lewis from Worksop about making brick to build at that place. In the afternoon Son Joseph went to Longnor and Mr Alsop returned to Leek. I selected some papers of business for Mr Heaton’s inspection and wrote a long letter to him which Son Joseph takes to Chatsworth tomorrow.

Wed. 25th   The weather being very rainy Son Joseph did not go to Chatsworth. I employed myself greatest part of the day by examining a number of papers etc. from the Store Room, some of which I burnt and kept others.

Thurs. 26th   Son Joseph went to Chatsworth this morning. I employed myself with writing a fresh will and duplicate in which I made some alterations, I did not finish on account of Doctor Melland, Mr Green and Mr Flint being here.1
Fri. 27th   Today I finished my will and the duplicate and executed the same in the presence of Sarah Broadhurst, Thomas Brindley and Mr Richard Gould. Mr Gould sat with me a considerable time in the evening. My gout mends very slowly. [index for 20th-27th: many of my friends and acquaintance come to see me, which is very agreeable.]

Sat. 28th   Son Joseph returned back from Castleton to dinner and in the afternoon went to Cold Eaton etc. A Mr John Cox, wine merchant from Derby, came here in the evening, he being an acquaintance of Son Joseph and stopped all night. Yesterday died Mr Anthony Berisford of Broadlowash. His death was occasioned by a fall from his horse [index for 20th-27th: in the frost] on the 18th of this month between Derby and Ashbourne by which means his skull was fractured, which put an end to his life.

Sun. 29th   Mr Cox left this morning. I did very little business but sat in my chair the greatest part of the day.

Mon. 30th   Mr Turner came over from Welbeck and brought me a considerable number of letters from various persons along with the rentals and other papers I had sent for. Son Joseph went to Dowall, the Frith etc., he called at Buxton and stopped all night on account of the rain.

Tues. 31st   Examined the letters brought by Mr Turner and wrote some answers.

February Wed. 1st   Mr Turner returned back to Welbeck. Doctor Melland came today and supposes I am much better of my gout. Yesterday returned here Son Joseph’s housekeeper Dolly, she has been at the Doctor Taylor’s at Whitworth near Rochdale with a bad breast, but is turned out not cured. It was supposed to be a cancer. Doctor Melland examined her and says it is not of that kind.

Thurs. 2nd   Entered my diurnal etc. Wrote to Mr Cavendish in answer to a letter received from him. I was not well and postponed writing more till tomorrow.

Fri. 3rd   Wrote to Mr Burnside of Nottingham and Mr James Robinson of Papplewick and did very little other business. My legs are more painful than usual.

Sat. 4th   My legs are rather better but I sat and read the whole day.

Sun. 5th   Son Joseph received a letter from Mr Heaton this forenoon to inform him Mr Heaton would be at Welbeck on Monday next to dinner and wished Son Joseph to be there in my stead. He left Pilsbury after dinner. Doctor Melland dined here and stayed the whole of the afternoon.

Mon. 6th   In the afternoon Samuel Pickering came and stopped the evening. He is in a poor state of health, I advised him to consult Doctor Denman, which he promised me to do.

Tues. 7th   Entered upon the regulation and examination of the sliding press in Son Joseph’s room and placed several affairs in proper order, but could not finish. Wrote to Doctor Denman in favour of Samuel Pickering.

Wed. 8th   Mr Burnside from Nottingham came here this forenoon in order to learn on what method Mr Heaton intended to proceed respecting their mills and works at Mansfield. I informed him Mr Heaton was at Welbeck and wished him to go there in order to be satisfied himself, for I did not understand Mr Heaton’s behaviour respecting this business. He intended to have gone back to Derby but I lent him a horse and sent a servant with him to Bakewell, from whence he took a chaise. In the afternoon Mr Richard Wheeldon accompanied by the Revd Mr Blackey came to visit me. Richard got very fresh with half a bottle of brandy.

Thurs. 9th   Miss Betty and Peggy Goodwin from Biggin called to see me and stayed some time. I read the remaining part of the day.

Fri. 10th   Son Joseph returned back from Welbeck and had met Mr Heaton. I find they have done very little of my business, they searched the Evidence Room for old grants respecting Edwinstowe etc. They found but few originals. Doctor Melland came today and I continue to get better.

Sat. 11th   In the evening Mr Joseph Bannister came from King’s Bromley to pay me a visit.

Sun. 12th   Mr Bannister left this morning. I found myself tolerable well and put on a cloth shoe for the first time these five weeks and walked out of doors.

Mon. 13th   Son Joseph went to Ashbourne Fair. I was regulating my own private papers the day out.

Tues. 14th   Peter Olerenshaw came to look at the roof of the house which was in bad condition, [I] ordered him to get the same repaired. Doctor Melland came today and Mrs Kinder from Tissington on a visit. Thomas Sikes came in the evening and slept here.

Wed. 15th   Son Joseph’s housekeeper Dorothy went to Chesterfield and left her place in an ill state of health. Son Joseph and Mr Sikes went to Newhaven.

Thurs. 16th   Packing up some articles for Welbeck.

Fri. 17th   Mrs Kinder returned back to Tissington. I was busy all day packing up my papers and other articles, intending to leave Pilsbury tomorrow. [index: Sally Broadhurst has attended me very truly and faithfully, throughout my whole illness, and behaved remarkably well and steady, and I am very confident I am much indebted to her for my speedy recovery, for had I not had that due attention paid to me, I really believe my complaint would have been more obstinate, and might have continued for a much longer time.]
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A Diurnal beginning 18th February 1792

Sat. 18th   Sent for a chaise to Bakewell and left Pilsbury about noon and got very well to Chatsworth before four o’clock. I found Mr and Mrs Heaton there and dined with them. We entered very little on any kind of business and I spent the evening in the Housekeeper’s Room. I have been confined at Pilsbury seven weeks and am now very far from being strong and well, indeed I cannot say I have been fond of the place as Son Joseph has now a set of servants which I cannot approve, and I believe they are robbing him daily.

Thurs. 23rd   [Welbeck] Continued to enter my own affairs but am much prevented from proceeding on account of our own people coming in for instructions, having been from home for nine weeks and three days. I find business has gone on tolerable well during my absence.

Sat. 25th   Having wrote a number of letters to different persons during my stay at Pilsbury I began to enter the copies in their proper order, which I continued all day, but was greatly hindered by a variety of persons coming in on business.

March Mon. 5th   About nine o’clock Son Joseph came from Pilsbury.

Wed. 7th   Son Joseph returned back to Pilsbury.

Mon. 19th   This morning Mrs Gould left Welbeck to go to Pilsbury attended by Francis Woodhouse, they set out at half past nine. She is gone in order to assist Son Joseph to settle and fix on new servant girls and to regulate the house.

April Thurs. 12th   The whole of the afternoon was taken up in writing letters to Mrs Gould at Pilsbury, Mr Docksey etc.
Fri. 20th   [Chesterfield] Son Joseph came from Pilsbury in the evening which we spent together chatting on various business.

Sat. 21st   After dinner Son Joseph returned to Pilsbury and I heard several affairs amongst the cottagers respecting tenant rights etc.

May Tues. 8th   [Welbeck] Mrs Gould returned back from Pilsbury after being there seven weeks. She left Son Joseph and all our friends very well, she had a tolerable pleasant ride, but the weather has for some time past been very cold, frosty and unkind and grass grows very slowly indeed.

Tues. 29th   This evening Son Joseph came over from Pilsbury.

Wed. 30th   Son Joseph stayed till afternoon and I spent the day along with him. He appears very well and in great spirits, he left between three and four o’clock.

Thurs. 31st   Sent Mr Turner to Mr Johnson of Morthen [Mortham] to endeavour to purchase a lease for Son Joseph of some land near Chelmorton belonging to Lord Massereene. He did not choose to sell it without disposing of some land of his own at that place, but promised to come over here the next Sunday.
June Fri. 1st   When Son Joseph left on Wednesday his horse was ill, he left him and I lent him a galloway to ride home, William Brindley has returned with the galloway this evening, but Son Joseph’s horse is not so well for him to return home. 

Wed. 6th   Mr Michael Johnson of Mortham in Yorkshire has some intention to sell his property at Chelmorton in Derbyshire. He came here this morning and was met by Son Joseph who was to purchase. They had some conversation on the business, but Mr Johnson was too high in his expectations and they made no bargain. Mr Johnson was accompanied by a Mr Lee, they stayed dinner and till eight o’clock in the evening and appeared very happy, when they returned home. Son Joseph stopped here all night. This estate is part of Mr Johnson’s own freehold and the other a lease from Lord Massereene, thirty years of which were unexpired at Lady Day last.

Thurs. 7th   Son Joseph returned back early this morning.

July Wed. 4th   In the evening Son Joseph came here accompanied by Mr Frith. They had been in the southern part of this county in order to view the different stocks of the breeders of sheep etc.

Thurs. 5th   Walked in the Gardens with Son Joseph and Mr Frith, we also walked round the House to view the improvements now making etc. Mr Frith appeared satisfied with his visit and stayed contentedly to dine here. The afternoon proving rainy they stopped after dinner and left half past three, and went on their road home. Mr Frith appears rather shy but is an intelligent sensible man, both him and Son Joseph appear satisfied with their journey etc.

Wed. 11th   Wrote to Son Joseph on various kinds of business, viz. about Lewis sending another brickmaker to Newhaven, Mr Fletcher going to Ashford [in the Water] to value that lordship, etc.

Tues. 31st   This morning Mrs Gould went to Pilsbury to assist Son Joseph in his hay harvest. She was accompanied by Francis Woodhouse and the day turned out very fine for travelling.

August Wed. 1st   Francis Woodhouse returned back this evening from Pilsbury and said Mrs Gould had a pleasant and good journey yesterday and he found and left the family all very well.

Wed. 15th   Ordered Boaler to take a number of puppy pointers to quarters at Barlow tomorrow and from thence to go forward to Pilsbury with a bitch borrowed from Joseph Alsop. Wrote to Mrs Gould, Son Joseph and other persons which confined me at home all day.

Fri. 17th   Joseph Boaler returned from Pilsbury and brought a letter from Son Joseph, I find they have finished their hay and am to send for Mrs Gould back to Welbeck the next week.

Wed. 22nd   I intended to have sent for Mrs Gould yesterday and today but the weather being so very wet has prevented me from so doing.

Thurs. 23rd   Ordered Francis Woodhouse to go to Pilsbury in the morning for Mrs Gould.

Fri. 24th   Francis Woodhouse went off for Pilsbury this morning.

Sat. 25th   Between nine and ten in the evening Mrs Gould arrived from Pilsbury, she brought with her Miss Buxton from Chelmorton and a Mr Marsden from Manchester.

September Sun. 9th   Went to Bakewell and dined with Dr Melland, I wrote him I should be there but he had not provided a very plentiful dinner, there was only a couple of ducks just killed and a little cold beef, he had an extremely dirty house and the people about him were no better. In the afternoon I rode to Pilsbury and found Son Joseph gone down to Hartington Wakes. Went up to Mr Richard Gould’s and sat with them a couple of hours till Son Joseph came home.

Fri. 14th   [Buxton] This was a remarkable wet day and prevented me and Mr Skynner from going down to see Son Joseph at Pilsbury. I stick very close to my water drinking every day. There is no very grand company in the town except the Duchess of Rutland and her children, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of Durham, Lord Paget, Sir John Eden and a few others. In the evening our company proposed and had a dance among themselves, for which we subscribed 2s. 6d. each person.

Sat. 15th   Son Joseph came up from Pilsbury this morning and we went to see the races from a subscription raised by the gentlemen in Buxton, but little diversion. Son Joseph came back to Buxton. After dinner he returned home. In the evening a large party went from this house to see Mr Welch’s company of comedians perform The Heiress which was tolerable well done for a country set of strollers. 

Sun. 16th   Busy writing letters till one o’clock, when Mr John Battie and myself took a ride by the Grindon lime-kilns etc. and returned back to dinner. In the evening a party of us went to the Dissenting Chapel and heard a very good extempore sermon from a young gentleman who appeared to be a very zealous preacher.

Mon. 17th   Rode out this morning with Mr John Battie, we went upon the hills above [Earl] Sterndale to High Edge and Frith Pasture, viewed the liming done by Son Joseph, the good land begins to break very well and will answer the designed improvement. We called at Mr Edmund Wheeldon’s at Hasling Houses and at Mr Longden’s, stayed very little at either house and came back to dinner. The day was very fine and we had a charming and agreeable ride.

Sun. 23rd   The day was rather more favourable and I rode accompanied with Mr Skynner to Mr Wheeldon of Hasling Houses to dinner. He has built a good house and furnished it very elegantly. We was very genteelly treated and stayed till the evening.

Mon. 24th   Packing up my clothes and preparing to leave Buxton, Son Joseph sent a servant for my bags etc., I must stay to dine with my friends. In the afternoon the rain came on very heavy which prevented me leaving Buxton this night.

Tues. 25th   Being completely tired of Buxton I discharged all my debts (which I found with my horse etc. to be about half a guinea a day), I left the place and came to Pilsbury for breakfast. Son Joseph was at home, the remainder of the day was taken up in adjusting my accounts, writing letters to various persons on different occasions.

October Sun. 14th   [Welbeck] Miss Buxton left here this morning and returned to Chelmorton after a visit of seven weeks.

November Fri. 2nd   This morning Mrs Gould set out for Pilsbury with Francis Woodhouse. Son Joseph’s housekeeper Sally Fidler and his foreman William Brindley agreeing to be married she is gone to pave the way for another housekeeper and has ordered our servant Betty Short to follow her in a few days for that purpose.

Sat. 3rd   Francis Woodhouse returned this evening from Pilsbury.
Mon. 5th   Balanced accounts and paid Elizabeth Short (one of our servant maids) her wages etc. She goes to live with Son Joseph as housekeeper at Pilsbury, William Brindley having married his late housekeeper on Thursday last.

Tues. 6th   Elizabeth Short set out for Pilsbury this morning accompanied by Francis Woodhouse. She goes as housekeeper to Son Joseph.

Wed. 7th   Francis Woodhouse return[ed] this evening from Pilsbury and said they got well there last night. Son Joseph was not at home, he left Mrs Gould very well.

Fri. 23rd   In the evening Mrs Gould returned from Pilsbury and brought with her a servant belonging to Son Joseph, she left them all well.

December Mon. 3rd   In the evening Mr Turner returned from Pilsbury and Son Joseph came along with him.

Fri. 7th   Joseph Gould left this morning and returned to Pilsbury.

NOTE

1
William Gould’s effective will was dated 10 Dec 1792.

1795

	February Thurs. 5th   [Welbeck] In the evening Son Joseph came over from Pilsbury accompanied by Mr Henry Bowman of Knockin on business to Mr Heaton. They complained of the very disagreeable journey occasioned by the deep snow, they suppose there is four times the quantity in the Peak as there is in this part of the country.

	Fri. 6th   Son Joseph and Mr Bowman went down to Mr Heaton this morning. Mr Bowman had some of his Irish agency to settle, Son Joseph wished to consult him about distributing some donations in different parishes which the Duke of Devonshire has the goodness to propose to give away to the poor at this inclement and very severe season. I understand the outlines were drawn but nothing finally concluded upon. They returned to dinner and spent the day with us.

	Sat. 7th   Son Joseph went down to the House and finished his business with Mr Heaton and left us on his return home at 12 o’clock.


	March Sat. 21st   In the evening Son Joseph came here from Pilsbury and was accompanied by Mr Isaac Wheeldon junior from Buxton. Son William met them from Nottingham, who had been to take in work at Sutton in Ashfield. We spent the evening together. Son Joseph brought me £800 to replace the cash I had borrowed of Samuel Smith Esquire and Company and at our Office, to pay for land at Retford.

	Mon. 23rd   Wrote to Mr Heaton by Son Joseph who returns home by way of Hardwick tomorrow.

	

	

	April Fri. 17th   About twelve o’clock came here John Ball from Sheen. I intended to have rode out, but he disappointed me in this respect as well as in every other by stopping till after five, and I could not find out he had any great business. I expect the chief matter was to wish me to assist him in getting possession of Biggin Grange farm, in which he has but little chance, his father turned up the possession more than 25 years ago to the Duke of Devonshire’s agents, and a Mr Fidler was admitted,  that tenant enjoyed it during his life, and has left a nephew in possession, who has not behaved amiss.

	Sun. 19th   In the forenoon I continued to make preparations for my journey tomorrow, but I again found myself disappointed, as I was on Friday last, by John Ball coming here on his return from Gainsborough, who stopped till near six o’clock, when he went for Chesterfield. The man must have very little thought indeed, for if he could spare the greatest part of two days to stop here, he might be well assured it was very inconvenient to me, and I should soon raise objections, if this was frequently practised.

	

	

	May Tues. 12th   In the evening Thomas Brindley came from Pilsbury and brought me six barren cows to feed from Son Joseph, cattle are purchased very high this spring.

	Wed. 13th   Thomas Brindley returned back this morning and took with him two young horses which we have wintered.

	

	

	June Mon. 8th   Wrote a long letter to Son Joseph on various subjects which I send tomorrow by Mr Turner who is going to assist him in receiving the Ashford [in the Water] and Buxton rents. In the evening a servant came over from Pilsbury with a letter from Son Joseph, doubting if I had received advice of the rent days, as I had not answered his letter of the 27th of last month, which I ought to have done.

	Tues. 9th   The servant returned back, and Mr Turner left this morning to go to Pilsbury.

	Mon. 15th   Mr Turner last night from Pilsbury, who had been assisting Son Joseph to receive rents.

	Wed. 17th   In the evening Son Joseph came over from Pilsbury.

	Fri. 19th   Son Joseph returned home from here about twelve o’clock.

	

	

	July Wed. 15th   At noon came here Son Joseph from Pilsbury, Mr Thomas Fletcher from Chatsworth and Mr Prime from Staveley in order to have a consultation respecting the best method of relieving the poor on the different estates belonging to the Duke of Devonshire. We all agreed in opinion that if any relief was given it would be the best mode to purchase corn and deliver the weekly allowance of flour to the poor at a lower price. Mr Fletcher went in the evening to the Birks and Mr Prime and Son Joseph stopped all night.

	

	

	August Wed. 26th   [Buxton] Son Joseph came up from Pilsbury, but [I] saw but little of him.

	

	

	September Tues. 1st   Rode out this morning and viewed Frith Pasture, I find the lime is breaking the same very fast, and the cattle look exceeding well. I rode over the tops of the hills to Hindlow. On my return to Buxton I found I had done a very imprudent action as I was completely fatigued and wearied, I could not take any dinner or drink any wine and was very unwell the whole of the afternoon.

	Fri. 18th   Sent Francis Woodhouse to Pilsbury yesterday for my galloway and he returned back this evening.

	Mon. 21st   This evening Mrs Gould went for Staveley on her road to Pilsbury where she is going to bring back Mrs Kinder who comes to stop here.

	Mon. 28th   In the evening Mrs Gould returned back from Pilsbury and brought Mrs Kinder with her in a chaise. The old woman intends to stay the winter at Welbeck and probably as long as she may live.

	Wed. 30th   About five o’clock Son Joseph and Mr Frith arrived here to their dinners and stopped all night, they are on their road to Nottingham and Mr Bettinson’s about their ram business.

	

	

	October Thurs. 1st   This forenoon I rode with Son Joseph and Mr Frith through the Park and down Clown Hill Plantation, and returned to Welbeck soon after [-] o’clock to dinner. They stayed and spent the afternoon till after four o’clock when they left and went to Nottingham. Son Joseph examined my fat cows, he thought they would be sold better in Derbyshire, and I sent Francis Woodhouse off this afternoon with six cows to go to Pilsbury, and he is to stop at Staveley tonight.

	Sat. 3rd   Left Welbeck about ten o’clock in a chaise. Son Joseph was over from Pilsbury, but he and Mr Bullivant rode on horseback to Chesterfield where we dined. Son Joseph then got into the carriage to me and we came to Bakewell and was obliged to wait some time for a chaise. When we came to set out for Buxton one of the horses was restive at times which I by no means liked. Son Joseph accompanied me and we arrived at the Eagle in Buxton soon after 9 o’clock in the evening very safe and well.

	Sun. 4th   Son Joseph went to Pilsbury in the forenoon. I drank the waters but was very stiff and tired, my stomach was very unsettled and I was far from being well the whole of the day. I got into a private parlour which I had the last time I was here. I find the company greatly decreased in all the houses in the town, not having one half the number I left on the 14th of last month.

	Sun. 18th   Mr Micah Hall is arrived at Buxton and going tomorrow to hold the Newhaven court, he sent for me to James Hall’s and I went accompanied by Mr Hooley and stopped two hours. I intended to have accompanied him in his chaise, but he gave me no kind of an invitation, which determined me not to leave Buxton. Returned to supper at the Eagle. The town is now getting very thin of company, fourteen left this house this morning and only seven have dined in the Long Room.

	Tues. 20th   I did not go near Mr Hall this morning. Took a ride with Mr Bettinson by Hayfield Nook, Hasling Houses etc. and returned to dinner. 

	Wed. 21st   Rode out with Mr Bettinson about Grin [Low] etc. and returned back to dinner. Son Joseph came up and we along with Mr Bettinson went to visit Mr Isaac Wheeldon for a couple of hours. Son Joseph returned back to Pilsbury.


November Mon. 2nd   Sent Francis Woodhouse for my horse from Pilsbury and he returned this evening.

[William Gould died on 18th November.]

Estimated Pilsbury and Ludwall acreages at given dates
	Notes
	Land parcels
	acres
	roods
	perches

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	PILSBURY (1804)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Jockey Croft
	    1
	0
	30

	
	Jockey Croft
	    2
	2
	32

	
	Far Plumton
	    3
	2
	15

	
	Middle Plumton
	    3
	3
	29

	
	Near Plumton
	    2
	3
	29

	
	Great Dale
	    8
	0
	30

	
	Little Dale
	    6
	0
	21

	
	Middle Dale
	  26
	2
	13

	
	Great Dale
	  31
	3
	  9

	
	Great Dale Top
	    9
	2
	23

	
	Little Dale Top
	    6
	2
	37

	
	Mosey Low
	  12
	0
	34

	
	Cherrystone Field
	    7
	2
	34

	
	Mosey Low Top
	    8
	3
	  8

	
	Barn Croft
	    2
	1
	27

	
	New Meadow
	    6
	1
	35

	
	Rocky Piece
	    1
	2
	27

	
	Near New Piece
	    6
	0
	36

	
	Far New Piece
	    5
	1
	  3

	
	Piece at Top of Far New Piece
	    8
	3
	17

	
	Little Dale
	  11
	1
	  9

	
	High Field
	  24
	3
	37

	
	Great Barn Croft
	    3
	0
	32

	
	Barn Croft
	    1
	0
	18

	
	Lime Field
	  12
	0
	12

	
	Middle Field
	    9
	2
	37

	
	Lime Kiln Close
	  10
	2
	16

	
	Rocky Field
	    8
	2
	21

	
	New Meadow
	    8
	0
	34

	
	Barn Meadow
	    5
	2
	35

	
	Horse Pasture
	    3
	3
	38

	
	Luddo Bank
	  15
	1
	19

	
	Cow Dale Top
	    3
	2
	39

	
	Near Leys
	    8
	0
	  6

	
	Far Leys
	    6
	1
	27

	
	Bonsall Meadow
	    3
	3
	  1

	
	Cote Meadow
	    9
	1
	10

	
	Shore Close
	    5
	1
	  6

	
	Samuel Meadows
	    8
	0
	16

	
	Plumton Croft
	    1
	2
	29

	
	Parks
	    3
	2
	16

	
	Barn and Rickyard
	
	1
	24

	
	Cow Dale
	  17
	3
	31

	
	Far Flat
	  10
	1
	29

	
	Middle Flat
	    7
	3
	30

	
	Near Flat
	    7
	1
	  8

	
	Little Paddock
	    2
	2
	27

	
	Near Bank Nook
	    3
	2
	  4

	
	Far Bank Nook
	    5
	0
	34

	
	Paddock
	    4
	2
	27

	
	Bank
	  19
	0
	24

	
	
	
	
	

	Notes
	Land parcels
	acres
	roods
	perches

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Garden
	
	1
	21

	
	Homestead etc.
	
	1
	24

	
	Homestead etc.
	    1
	0
	  9

	
	Mesne Land
	    1
	3
	36

	
	Paddock
	    2
	1
	14

	
	Meadow
	    7
	0
	20

	
	Three Day Math
	    3
	0
	  6

	
	Five Day Math
	    3
	3
	14

	
	Barley Lands
	    7
	3
	10

	
	Castle Hill and Barn
	    8
	3
	20

	
	Near Underwood
	  10
	3
	28

	
	Far Underwood
	  10
	2
	37

	
	Underwoods
	  14
	0
	  5

	
	Underwoods
	    4
	1
	27

	
	Underwoods
	    3
	1
	30

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Pilsbury total
	487
	2
	  6

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2
	LUDWALL (1804/1845)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Derbyshire (1804)
	
	
	

	
	Doles
	    6
	0
	  0

	
	Browns Bottom*
	    4
	3
	  5

	
	Far Barn Close*
	    2
	2
	26

	
	Bank
	    8
	0
	32

	
	Fauld [enclosure]
	    6
	3
	  4

	
	House and Homestead*
	
	1
	33

	
	Island*
	
	
	34

	
	Bank*
	    2
	2
	  3

	
	Near Barn Close*
	    2
	3
	13

	
	Three Day Math*
	    2
	2
	  8

	
	Old Cow Pasture*
	    3
	0
	35

	
	Calf Croft*
	
	1
	  3

	
	Lane
	
	1
	29

	
	Ludwall Croft*
	
	3
	17

	
	House and Homestead
	
	2
	  0

	
	May Field
	    6
	3
	27

	3
	Subtotal
	  49
	0
	29

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Staffordshire (1845)
	
	
	

	
	Woodend Meadow**
	    8
	0
	39

	
	Isle of Man [west of River Dove]**
	
	
	37

	
	Isle of Man [east of River Dove]**
	
	3
	  1

	
	Bonsall Meadow**
	    7
	0
	20

	
	Barn and Fold Yard**
	
	
	35

	
	Bridge Holm**
	    4
	3
	11

	
	New Meadow**
	    4
	3
	  3

	
	Plantation**
	
	1
	29

	
	Woodend Bank**
	    9
	3
	  7

	
	New Bank**
	    6
	1
	29

	
	Great Ox Close**
	    9
	1
	20

	
	Ox Close Plantation**
	
	1
	29

	
	Little Ox Close**
	    2
	2
	14

	
	1/2 River Dove**
	
	3
	  9

	4
	Subtotal
	  56
	0
	  3

	
	Ludwall total
	105
	0
	32


NOTES

1
Pilsbury contained 467 acres in 1617 (D.V. Fowkes & G.R. Potter, eds. William Senior's Survey of the Estates of the First and Second Earls of Devonshire, c.1600-28. Derbyshire Record Society, XIII. Chesterfield, the Society, 1988, 133). The editor's estimate of its size immediately before the Hartington Enclosure Award (1807, Derbyshire Record Office: Q/RIc 13a) totals the areas of old enclosures listed against the Duke of Devonshire in the Hartington Enclosure Plan of 1804 (DRO: Q/RIc 32) which seem to refer to Pilsbury. Parcels of land are listed by number, not by farm. This acreage was shared between the two tenants.

2
Derbyshire land parcels at Ludwall are taken from Hartington Enclosure Plan, 1804, and Award, 1807. Asterisked parcels belonged to Joseph Gould, the others to the Duke of Devonshire. Staffordshire data are later, double asterisks denoting ownership by John Gould, William Gould’s grandson, under John’s uncle Joseph’s will resealed 14 Sept 1824, proved London 21 Apr 1826 (Tithe Commission. Plan of the Parish of Sheen in the County of Stafford. 1845, Public Record Office: IR 30/32/190; Tithe Commission. [Tithe Apportionment for the Parish of Sheen in the County of Stafford]. 1845, PRO: IR 29/32/190).

3
Corresponds to Ordnance Survey Derbyshire 25” 1st ed. map (sheets 27/11 and 27/12, 1880) and land parcels 1-15, 33 and 53 (OS. Reference Book to the Plan of the Parish of Hartington. London, Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1880). Total area then 50a. 0r. 2p. Difference due to a field boundary change and perhaps greater survey accuracy.

4
Corresponds to the above map (sheet 27/11) and land parcels 324, 326, 327, 371 and 373-80 (OS. Reference Book to the Plan of the Parish of Sheen. London, Eyre & Spottiswoode, 1879). Total area in 1879 was an almost identical 55 acres 3 roods 23 perches.

